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A Word For the Church
©Max Lucado, published at FoxNews.com September 8, 2017 (AP Photo/Alan Diaz)
Texans wading through water that covers prized possessions. Floridians fleeing a hurricane
that is wider than their state. Forecasts of apocalyptic wind and waves. Wildfires filling the
west coast with smoke. An earthquake rocks Mexico. Buildings collapse. Tsunamis threaten.
How can this all be happening? How should we respond? And, most of all, where is God?
Scripture has answers.
Jesus said, “There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the earth, nations will be in
anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of the sea” (Luke 21:25, NIV).
Natural disasters may surprise us, but they do not surprise God. Increasing frequency of
natural calamities are like the birth pangs of pregnancy—indications of an impending delivery. Christians do not know when Christ will return, but we believe we will see “…the Son of
Man coming in the cloud with great power and glory. When these things (natural disasters)
begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing
near” (Luke 21:27-28, NIV).
Turn your attention away from the crisis and, for a few minutes, celebrate God. It does you
no good to obsess yourself with your trouble. The more you stare at it, the bigger it grows.
Yet, the more you look to God, the quicker the problem is reduced to its proper size. This was
the strategy of the psalmist:
I will lift up my eyes to the hillsfrom whence comes my help?
My help comes from the Lord,
who made heaven and earth. (Psalm 121:1, NKJV)
Do you see the intentionality in those words? I will lift up my eyes.
Do not meditate on the mess. You gain nothing by setting your eyes on the calamities. You
gain everything by setting your eyes on the Lord.
This was the lesson that Peter learned on the stormy Sea of Galilee. He was a fisherman. He
knew what ten-foot waves could do to small boats. Maybe that is why he was the only one to
volunteer to leave the craft.
When he saw Jesus on the water through the storm he cried out, “Lord if it is really you, then
command me to come to you on the water.”
Jesus said, “Come.”
And Peter left the boat and walked on the water to Jesus. But when Peter saw the wind and
the waves, he became afraid and began to sink. He shouted, “Lord, save me!” (Matthew
14:28-30, NCV).
As long as Peter focused on the face of Christ, he did the impossible. Yet, when he shifted his
gaze to the force of the storm, he sank like a stone. If you are sinking, it is because you are
looking in the wrong direction.
Is God sovereign over the hurricane? Is he mightier than your problem? Does he have answers to your questions? According to the Bible, the answer is yes, yes, and yes!
“God…is the blessed controller of all things, the king over all kings and the master of all masters” (1 Timothy 6:15, Phillips).
Pray, armed with the knowledge that God is in control. Face the uncertain future with conviction. Our good God in heaven is overseeing this stormy world. We may not be able to see his
purpose or his plan, but the Lord of heaven is on his throne and in firm control of the universe and our lives.

A Word for the Church
Steve Rogers, Board Chairman
The above article about Hurricane Irma from Max Lucado; I read to the board on Monday night before Hurricane Florence made her visit to Eastern North Carolina. I used the article to illustrate how God is always with us and if we keep
our sights on him we will truly understands what he has in store for us. Really referencing the trials and storms of our
church during this transition time and how we continue to look to God we will be stronger in the end for our faith.
Little did I know that this storm would cause the destruction and devastation that it has to community and our
neighbors. During the height of the storm, many lost power and wait until day light to see the destruction left behind
by the storm. Other who had left the area, were worried for those who didn’t leave and didn’t know what to expect
upon returning home. Some of our parishioner’s homes had damage, but we all came through the storm without the
loss of life. We were truly blessed as a church, the building withstood the storm with little damages.
Then the recovery phase began to happen very swiftly. Christians from multiple churches in the community began to
organize and much like the faith required by Peter, was able to do the impossible. We opened up the Christian Life
Center as a distribution center for the Richlands area collection an unbelievable amount of cleaning supplies, nonperishable food, water, hygiene supplies and clothing. The items went out just as fast as they came in. We feed hundreds
each night with hot meals that were prepared by volunteers and filling. Even allowed those who had not gotten a
shower in a week; a place to get one in our CLC. God is good!
The storm is gone, now all we need to do is look around and see who we can help. We have the opportunity to welcome in TEAM Rubicon to stay in our facility; they are a volunteer organization made up of veterans that are here to
help during disaster recovery. We we’re approached by both the Red Cross and the Covenant Church to give them a
place to stay while they complete their Mission. This is just another small part we can do in this recovery period…..again we are truly blessed that we build the facilities we have and are able to put them to use for this mission.

Christian Women’s Fellowship
Tammy Gurganus, Committee Chair
Due to the hurricane, all September events & meeting were cancelled.

Worship Committee News
Terry Jarman, Chairman
Thank God for blessing First Christian Church with willing servants. When different ones were asked to speak and help
with our morning services everyone has agreed.
Opportunities of worship for October are as the following:
Oct 7 Regular worship services
Oct 14 8:30 Regular worship service and 11:00 Youth Sunday
Oct 21 Homecoming Service--10:00 Unity Service & Lunch following service
Oct 21 Regular worship services
October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month. Let’s show our support by wearing pink on Homecoming Sunday, October
21.
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Samaritan Shoebox
Brenda Huffman
ALL THINGS GREAT AND SMALL
One is a very small number; unless, of course, it stands before the mighty word “million.” The number “one” seems insignificant
unless you are talking about what God can do with “one.”
So when you see a child sitting in a trash heap in Guatermala, remember—that one child was created by God who values that
little soul worth more than silver and gold. In fact, the Bible says that one soul is worthy of the priceless blood shed by the Savior
of the world.
One person all alone can easily be overlooked, until you consider this: “It is the same in Heaven,” Jesus said when looking for one
lost coin or one lost lamb, “there is rejoicing among the angels of God over one sinner whose heart is changed, through repentance,” Luke 15:10.
Many ask, “Why a shoebox?” Try this on for size: “How beautiful . . . are the feet of him who brings good news, who proclaims
peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims salvation” Isaiah 52:7.”
Shoes in a shoebox don’t get very far, so why not step up to the challenge? Find that shoebox collecting dust way back in the
closet, dump the shoes out and fill it up, wrap it up, cover it with prayer and walk it into a post office or partnering church and
send it to Operation Christmas Child. Your shoebox can travel to places you will probably never go. It can wind up at the feet of
a little child who is looking down, when he or she needs to be looking up. Through a simple shoebox, you can send good news--the Gospel of Jesus Christ---to a little one who may have never heard His name. Will your feet symbolically carry the Good News
to the least of these? If so, you have just discovered the heart of Operation Christmas Child.
Taken from “Operation Christmas Child, A Story of Simple Gifts”
By Franklin Graham and Donna Lee Toney
“One” starts with you. One shoebox, one t-shirt, one pair of flip flops, one toothbrush, one pack of crayons, etc. One can equal a
whole shoebox of essential items to fill a shoebox for one child in need. Shop for the items on the Samaritan Shoebox calendar
of items to fill a shoebox. Bring the items in to one of the two drop off locations (vestibule or fellowship hall) at the church. You
can help make our Samaritan Shoebox Ministry the best ever. Be the hands and feet of Jesus.

SAMARITAN SHOEBOX 2018 CALENDAR
Aug-18
Tues

Wed

Oct-18

Sun

Mon

Thur

Fri

29-Jul

Purchase school supplies while on sale (pens, pencils, colored
pencils, crayons, notebooks)

Sat

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

4

30-Sep

T-Shirts (Boys)

6

5
12

Toothbrush & Dental Floss
Wash Cloths & Soap

11
18

7
14

Sundresses (Girls)
Flip Flops (Boys)

13
20

19

Hairbands, Ponytail Holders, Hairbows & Clips

25

21

Flip Flops (Girls)

27

26

Combs & Brushes

1-Sep

28 Sheets of Stickers & Shortage of items from prior weeks

Sep-18
Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Nov-18
Thur

Fri

Sat

Sun

Mon

9
16
23

Small Stuffed Animals (Boys & Girls)

8

Small Balls

15

Small Toys (Puzzels,Cars,Jump Ropes,Musical Instruments,Paddle
Ball,Jack & Ball Sets, Yo-Yos, Etc.) (Boys)
Small Toys & Games (Puzzels,Jewelry,Jump Ropes,Musical
Instruments,Paddle Ball,Jack & Ball Sets, Yo-Yos, Etc.) (Girls)

Tues

Wed

Thur

Fri

Sat

PACKING PARTY FELLOWSHIP HALL NOV 5 AFTER 11 SERVICE
(LUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED) PLEASE LET ME KNOW IF YOU
WILL BE HELPING SO I CAN PREPARE FOOD

1
2

3-Nov

4

11 PRAY
OVER
SHOEBOXES

3

FINAL PREPARATIONS OF BOXES FOR THEIR JOURNEY

10

Pack Shoeboxes Into Large Boxes At Baptist Center

18

PRAY FOR THE JOURNEY OF THE SHOEBOXES

25

22

19

29

26 Pray for the Child Who Will Receive Each Shoebox

First Christian Church would like YOU to help with Operation Christmas Child. It is a part of Franklin Graham's ministry that we have the
opportunity to participate in. Please note the Calendars provided indicate the scheduled items for each week. Drop the items purchased in the
boxes provided in the vestibule & fellowship hall. If you prefer not to shop, but would like to participate, I would be hap py to accept cash or
check and shop for you. Please let me know by Oct. 1, 2018 if you would like me to shop for you.
Everyone is invited to come help pack all items received into the Shoeboxes. on Nov 5, 2018 in the CLC Building. If you prefer to pack your own
Shoebox please bring them to the Fellowship Hall by Nov. 5, 2018. They will need to be sent out with all other boxes. REMEMBER: Candy, Gum,
Toothpaste, toy soldiers, warlike-weapons, camo items (clothing, etc.) super heros, such as Spiderman or Nija Turtles, liquids, vitamins,
medicines or chocolates.
ALSO: Be sure to send a letter/card and picture with your Shoebox and the $9.00 check for postage.
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Wednesday Nights
Starts back October 10.
Supper and Youth Bible Study is back! Join us on
Wednesday evenings as a family at 5:45p.m. for
Supper, or just drop off the children/youth for Bible
Study from 6:30p.m. to 7:30p.m.

Needs
During a time of need, you are not without during
our transition period. Should you need something
please contact Mary Ann Metts and she will set it
up with our Elders to be with you and assist you
during your time of need.
Mary Ann Metts: 910-330-0398

Shoebox Donation
Schedule
Oct. 7—Sun Dresses
Oct. 14—Flip Flops (Boys)
Oct. 21—Flip Flops (Girls)
Oct. 28—Sheets of stickers & shortage from prior

Donate Your Christmas Cards
We continue to collect the fronts of Christmas
cards, if there is no writing on the inside, for next
year’s Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. You
can bring them to Church office or give to Brenda
Huffman. Thank you.

Homecoming
Craft Show
The Christian Women’s Fellowship will be hosting
the Fall Craft Show on Saturday, October 13 from
9:00a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Come out, bring a friend, and
shop from our local vendors! It is always a good
time.

Nursery
We are looking for volunteers to be Nursery attendants. If you are interested, please use the sign up
sheet posted in the vestibule.

Homecoming Unity Service will be at 11:00 a.m.
with no 8:30 a.m. Service. Directly after service we
will be having dinner in the CLC.

Fall Festival
This year, First Christian Church is hosting the Fall
festival and Truck or Treat! It is always such a joy to
host this fun event! Please help spread the word.
Also, volunteers are needed!!! Please contact Kim
Metts if you are interested in helping!
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Serving in October
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
Will Resume Once There Is An Interim Pastor
Audio/Video—8:30 Worship
October 7 — Will Holley, Ralph Murphy
October 14 — Tom Barbee
October 21 — Ben Black
October 28 —Will Holley, Ralph Murphy
Audio/Video—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
October 21 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
October 28 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — Terry Jarman
October 21 — Kristy Cottle, Irene Futrell
October 28 — Jane Anderson, John Anderson
Diaconate
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — Mac Tucker, Mike Bennetch, Josh Adkins
October 21 — Taylor Bostic, Kristy Cottle, Will Holley, Beth
Lechette
October 28 — Mike Gurganus, David Murphy, Olivia
Lechette, Colton Metts
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — April Jones, Mark Lunceford
October 21 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
October 28 — Ben Black, Kim Metts
Greeters—8:30 Worship
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — Donna Muller
October 21 — Unity Service; Homecoming (10 a.m.)
October 28 — Dianne Randall
Greeters—11:00 Worship
October 7 — Youth Sunday
October 14 — Hallie Wright, Jay Wright
October 21 — Mara Adkins, Tim Adkins (10 a.m.)
October 28 — Betty Apodaca, Jane Horne
Nursery
Please Sign Up in Vestibule
Worship & Wonder
October 7 — N/A Youth Sunday
October 14 — Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Jodi Paul
October 21 — April Jones, Valerie Padgett, Colton Metts
October 28 — Beverly Black, Debbie Rogers, Bailey Brown

Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne

2 Norma Jean Meadows
5 Vicki Paul
9 Nathan Sunday
10 James Whaley
11 Cindy Lunceford, Greg
Sanders
13 Mitch Gabe
14 Amanda Anderson, Tom
Barbee, Steve Rogers
15 Richard Barbee
16 Mark Sunday
18 Janice Jedrey
19 Kevin Wilson
20 Linda Byrd
25 Meghan Bradley, Stephanie
Huffman, James Rowe
26 Gabrielle McGowan
27 Tim Adkins

28 Paul Wells
30 Jennifer Fletcher, Damon
Meadows, Tracey Whaley
31 Tony Bostic, Halan Byrdy,
Shawn Richmond
If your birthday is not listed,
please contact the Church office
so we can update our files.
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