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     Thanksgiving month is upon us. The month of November is a wonderful time to 

reflect on all the things we should be thankful for. The Bible speaks a lot about 

Thanksgiving. Not the holiday, but rather the attitude of thanksgiving. King David 

wrote about thanksgiving very often in the Psalms. He actually used two words in 

the Hebrew that referred to Thanksgiving more than others. One of the Hebrew 

words that mean “Thanksgiving” is the word towdah. This word has three basic 

meanings: 1. To give praise to God, 2. Confession, and 3. A sacrifice of thanksgiv-

ing. One of the interesting things about David’s writing is the decisive way in 

which he expresses himself. I will praise….I will glorify…..I will sacrifice. These are 

all declarations that show us a little of David’s character. He was a man of resolve, 

determination, and purpose. Giving thanks (Towdah) was part of his nature, a 

part of his being, a part of his lifestyle. He lived in a constant state of gratitude. 

Another Hebrew word the psalmist often uses in his writings, yadah, means 

“thanksgiving”, but it has a slightly different connotation. Yadah also means “to 

fall or throw down.” I believe this is indicative of bowing. It is giving thanks by 

bowing down before the throne of the Lord in reverence and respect for all that 

He has done and will do for us. Thanksgiving is not simply saying thank you. 

Thanksgiving should be a lifestyle of praising and glorifying and sacrifice, but it 

should also be an act of reverence and respect. Bowing before the Lord is not just 

a physical act of bowing down, but a lifestyle of being humbled and in awe of all 

the Lord has done for us. May be all be in a constant state of Thanksgiving.  

A WORD FOR THE CHURCH 

Pastor Mark Reid 



From Pastor Sam To You 

 As I reflect on the past several months, and look forward to the coming months ahead, I can’t help but 

think of Matthew 16, when Jesus asks His disciples “Who do you say that I am?”, and Peter replies to Him saying 

“You are Christ, the Son of God”, and Jesus in turn tells Peter, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell will 

not prevail against it”. What a comforting thing to be reminded of. What a beautiful sentiment, especially when it 

comes to working and laboring for the Gospel, and the Kingdom of God. “I WILL BUILD MY CHURCH”. Not you. 

Not me. Not any human effort or striving. CHRIST ALONE WILL BUILD HIS CHURCH. This is not to say that we have 

no part, and sit around and do nothing, in fact God has chosen to use His children, His Church as the means by 

which he uses to bring about His ends. Or in other words, he uses us as “vessels” for His kingdom. But we need to 

remember that even while we do the work of the Lord, even while we share the Gospel, even while we aim to 

help grow the Church, JESUS is the force behind it, JESUS is the power behind if, JESUS does the work behind it, 

JESUS is the one building the Kingdom, the Lord is the one drawing people to himself, not us. Understanding this 

naturally heals quite a bit of stress, or anxiousness. The weight isn’t on us, in fact that weight lies solely on the 

shoulders of the only one who can bare it, CHRIST. Our ministry, whether in the church or outside the church be-

comes a whole lot more effective when it’s not our own strength we’re relying on, but God’s. When it’s not our 

own understanding we rely on, but God’s. When it’s not our own ideas, traditions, or opinions we lean on, but 

God’s. Because ultimately it is HIS church, not ours. Jesus said, “I will build MY church.” It can become easy to 

feel a sense of entitlement, ownership, and unhealthy pride when we see ourselves as the driving force of the 

expansion of the Kingdom and the growth of Church, rather than attributing those things to the Lord. Ultimately, 

it’s not my church, it’s not our church. It’s CHRIST’S church. Everything we do, and every decision we make 

should be unto the glory of God alone, not ours, that He would be honored, that He would be worshipped, that 

He alone would be the center, the motivation, and our purpose. We should cling to the word of God tighter than 

to our traditions, tighter than to our methods, our plans, or our own wisdom. His ways are higher than ours, his 

wisdom is wiser than ours, and it is HIS church to lead. All we have to do is follow Him. Which is a pleasure know-

ing His promise that the gates of hell will not prevail against His church. But sometimes it can feel that way for 

many, that the gates of hell ARE prevailing. And it’s in those times that I would ask, are we trusting in Christ to 

build His church, or are we trying to lean on our own understanding and do it ourselves through our own striving, 

our own way, apart from his leading? And are we letting it be HIS church, or are we trying to make it our own? 

Because it’s the Church that CHRIST builds, not man, that the gates of hell won’t prevail against. And it’s the 

church that is CHRIST’S bride, not ours, that the gates of hell will not prevail against. It is His church, it is His king-

dom, his power, and his glory, not ours. How wonderful is it to be led by such a Savior!  

 



     Let’s Not Forget!  

A Tribute to One of Our Own Full-time Christian Servants: Fraulein   

 “Fran” Herta Jarman Maloka (1928-2021)  

 

 

 

 

 First Christian Church in Richlands has been blessed over its last 139 years of existence to have 

had thirteen members to go into full-time Christian service, as ministers, Christian missionaries or oth-

er related occupations. One of those individuals, Fraulein Jarman Maloka, recently died on October 7, 

2021, at the Cottages of Swansboro, NC. Her remarkable life is not known by many of today’s members 

of FCC!  

 Fraulein, who was later in life simply called “Fran,” grew up in Richlands and attended FCC as 

a child. She was the youngest daughter of Leinster and Emma Metts Jarman, and lived on her family 

farm along Petersburg Road north of town. Having developed early in life a deep and sincere belief that 

God had created her for a special purpose, she set out to reach that goal - to serve God as a missionary 

wherever he chose to send her. But to become a Christian missionary required an extremely versatile 

and dedicated individual, along with many hours of toil and educational preparation. Fran accepted the 

challenge graciously!  

 Upon graduating from Richlands High School in 1945, the last year requiring only eleven years 

of public schooling, Fran entered Atlantic Christian College [now Barton College] in Wilson, where she 

completed in only three years her A. B. Degree in secondary education English, music and religion. She 

returned to Richlands in the fall of 1948 and taught eighth grade English for one year, before entering 

George Peabody College for two years in Nashville, Tennessee. There she began her work towards a  

M. A. Degree in elementary education. During the summer months of 1949, 1950 and 1951, she contin-

ued her special training for missionary work at the Institute of Far Eastern Languages at Yale Univer-

sity in New Haven, Connecticut. In the fall of 1951 she entered the Kennedy School of Missions of the 

Hartford Seminary Foundation, where she continued her intense course of study for foreign missionary 

preparation. Her further preparation for Christian missionary work was continued at The College of 

the Bible in Lexington, Kentucky in September 1952, but the death of her father in March 1953 short-

ened her studies. However, Fran did not let this deter her from her goal. On May 12, 1953, in Indianap-

olis, Indiana, Fran was commissioned a missionary of the Disciples of Christ in a special service by the 

United Christian Missionary Society. With this event, Fran became the third individual, but first wom-

an, to go to the Disciples Foreign Missions service from Atlantic Christian College. On Sunday, June 

28, 1953, Fran was ordained into the Christian Ministry by her home church in Richlands, in a service 

led by local pastor Rev. E. B. Quick and her great-uncle, Rev. David Guy Saunders, another full-time 

Christian servant from Richlands FCC.  

 During the summer of 1953 Fran sailed to Brussels, Belgium, where she vigorously studied 

French for over a year. This requirement was regulated by the Belgian government before she could 

work as an educational missionary in a government-subsidized school in the African territory, then 

called the Belgian Congo [later called Zaire, but known today as the The Congo]. In August 1954, she 

became the principal of the school at the Disciples’ Wema Station, followed by teaching at the Congo 

Christian Institute near Bolenge. While serving in this area, Fran married Pierre Maloka.  



 Due to medical reasons while working in the tropical African region, Fran had to return to the 

United States in 1959. She settled in Chicago, Illinois, where she taught in the inner-city school until 

February 1962. While working in this environment she became much aware of the blight associated with 

the ghetto life of the city. Thus, starting in 1962, Fran started a ten-year task of planning, developing 

and coordinating many public and private housing projects, especially for senior citizens. She served as 

Program Coordinator for the Nutrition Program for the city of Chicago.  

 In July 1972, the Maloka family, including her son Pierre, Jr., returned to the independent coun-

try called the Republic of Zaire, where the couple began two years of work in Kinshasa as hostel parents 

for the children of the Disciples’ missionaries. In 1974, Mr. Maloka accepted the responsibility to work 

with the newly formed Department of Economic Development for the Church of Christ in Zaire; Fran 

worked in the same department until she had to return to the States in 1977 after a recurrence of her 

medical issues.  

 In August 1977 Fran began work as the assistant to the executive director of the Department of 

Africa within the Division of Overseas Ministries at the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) national 

headquarters in Indianapolis, Indiana. Before the end of 1978 she was able to return to Zaire for two 

years, where she continued her work with her husband in the country’s Department of Economic Devel-

opment. In April 1980, she returned to the States and traveled as an interpreter for the Zairian Disciple 

Church leaders, as they visited Christian churches in North Carolina and beyond. In the fall of 1982 she 

was one of the founders and organizers of the Zaire-North American Friendship Association. In 2003, 

Fran and Pierre developed the nonprofit Congo North America Friendship Association (CONFA). This 

organization provided small business loans to natives of The Congo, and started a university in the bush 

region of that country.  

 During the 1982 centennial celebration of First Christian Church in Richlands, we were honored 

to have Fran Jarman Maloka to return to her home church on August 22, 1982, and share the Gospel 

message with us. Following her service as a Christian missionary, Fran returned to her home county 

and began teaching French at Coastal Carolina Community College in Jacksonville. She and her hus-

band, Pierre, retired to a home in the Hunters Creek area of Jacksonville.  

 For ninety-three years Fraulein “Fran” Jarman Maloka dedicated her life to providing Christian 

service to those in need of hearing the Gospel in a foreign land, as well as, helping anyone in need 

abroad or at home. We all have should learn to appreciate and love those individuals who dedicate their 

lives to full-time Christian service. First Christian Church in Richlands has been blessed to have so 

many in its 139 years of existence. Who among us will become the next individual to dedicate their life to 

such Christian service?  

Dennis E. Jones 

(continued) 



 

SAMARITAN SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

 
We are drawing close to the end of our collection of items for 2021 Shoebox Ministry.  Our goal is to 
pack 400 shoeboxes to send around the world.  We do not know where our boxes will go, but know this, 
whomever’ s hands they reach God has planned for that child to receive their shoebox.   
 
In addition to hearing the Gospel before they receive their shoebox gift, children also receive The Great-
est Gift, a storybook that shares the message of salvation. With the Apostle John as narrator, the booklet 
shares 11 Scripture stories and invites children to follow Christ. Children take this home to share with 
family and friends. It is used in more than 80 languages. 
The shoeboxes are just a tool to share Jesus with these children & their families.  Please continue to pray 
for this Ministry and the children that will receive the shoeboxes we have put together this year.   
 
Our Shoebox Packing Party will be Saturday, November 13th from 9:00 until we have packed the 400 
boxes.  We will be packing the shoeboxes in the Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to help with the pack-
ing of the shoeboxes.  Children under the age of 13 need to be accompanied by an adult. 
 
 
                                                                                                                    
Thank you for your love and support of this ministry.   
Brenda Huffman 

 

 

 

A whole lot of new faces!!! 

Make sure you say hello if you see them!!!! 

ZAC & SECRET DAVIS 

SONJA & RICHARD DIXON 

JAMES, MARJORIE, CLARK BURGESS 

DANIELLE, JOSEPH, LUCAS, CHRISTIAN FUTRELL 

DAVID STEPHENS 

AUSTIN & BRIANNA KELLY 

SCOTT ELLIOTT 



During the 11:00 Service, we will 

recognize the Senior Pastors,     

Associate Pastors, and Interim    

Pastors from 1988 to present. 

 

In the vestibule there is a large 

Bible that stands on a pedestal 

and on the last pages there are 

the names of those who have 

served beginning in 1883 to 1988. 

   

CHEW 
 Bags are being packed weekly to feed hungry children on the weekend. Remember our 

church supplies Grits,  Oatmeal, and pop-tarts. Your donation is appreciated. Any questions, call 

Shirley Woodard at (910)330-3847 

RCOM 
 This ministry continues to help the families in the need of help with electric-

ity, water, rent, and good in the Richlands school  district. If you know of anyone, 

please refer them to this ministry. Also, if you have any extra time to volunteer, 

they are needed at this ministry any questions call (910) 324-6586. 





The CMF met on Monday, October 4th for our regular monthly meeting. President Tom Barbee shared a devotion 
based on Isaiah 44:21-22, which reminds us that God has “swept away your sins like a cloud.” God’s grace, revealed 
through the offering of his son Jesus Christ, is the only way that we can be forgiven of our sins.  

The group continued to make preparations for the annual Christmas Party, sponsored co-jointly by the CWF and 
CMF, on Monday, December 6, 2021, in the fellowship hall. The cost of the meal will be provided and tickets will be 
available to all who desire to participate. The CMF will provide the meal and the CWF the program.  

Plans are being tentatively made for all men of the church and their guests to participate in the renewal of our 
monthly Birthday Breakfast events, starting on Saturday, November 20th at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville. If 
your birthday is in November and you attend, then your meal is free. Make plans now to attend this event!  

The CMF agreed to support the FCC Thanksgiving Meal Project for 2021. Furthermore, the group is planning to sup-
port a Christmas project for the Heritage Rest Home near Richlands. As we slowly emerge from the impacts of the 
pandemic, the CMF is scheduling a Soup and Sandwich fundraiser for January 23, 2022. Funds raised from this event 
greatly support our annual Scholarship Fund for our FCC graduating seniors.  

All men of the church and their guests are encouraged to attend our next monthly CMF meeting, scheduled for 
Monday, November 1st, at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall of the church. Bob James will provide our evening devotion. 
Make plans to attend and enjoy life among your Christian brothers!  

Dennis E. Jones  

CMF Secretary/Treasurer  

 

CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Fellowship One  
Offering a Gift Match Program for all donors that 

add new recurring gifts for the church. 

November 1 – December 31, 2021  

When you sign up online or on the phone app.  

They will match up to $50 to go to the  church for each  

New Recurring Tithe 

If you have any questions please call the church office 



 

Ten ladies attended our Oct. meeting.  Following prayer concerns and praises,  Rosolyn shared a devo-

tion, “Disrupters,” talking about lifenot always being easy.  The scripture was from Isaiah 26: 3 & 4.  

During these disruptions and all times, we need our Lord.  Prayer was offered. 

   All occasion cards were signed and a thank-you card was read.  We are continuing to sell  dinner/

movie for 2 raffle tickets.  The craft show vendors are coming along well.  Our menu for the craft show 

is hot dogs, chips, rolls, canned sodas, bottled water, and finger desserts.  We will be selling brown 

wieners along with red ones.  In the fellowship hall, Kay H., Kristy, Shirley and Hallie will be serving hot 

dogs, etc.  From the CLC kitchen, Brenda H., Terry, Rosolyn and Leny  will be serving.  A couple of our 

ladies will be assisting with the sale of the raffle tickets.  Our associate pastor, and youth,  has also 

offered to help with our craft show. 

   We are scheduled to feed the residents at the Onslow County Homeless shelter on Sat., Oct. 30th at 

6:30 pm.  We are preparing for 35 residents.  We will purchase fried chicken from the Piggly Wiggly.   

We will also be serving mac and cheese, green beans, deviled eggs, rolls, desserts, tea and lemonade. 

All food needs to be in the fellowship hall kitchen by 5:15.  We will leave the church at 6 to carry the 

food to them.  We are also donating pillows, bath towels and hygiene items to the residents there.  

There is a red container in the fellowship hall for these items. 

   CWF is donating a monetary gift to First Christian to assist with the meals for Thanksgiving.  We will 

be recognizing our senior pastor, spouse and associate pastor on Sunday, Oct. 24th for the Week of 

the Ministry. RCOM and CHEW are both well stocked at this time.  We will continue our donations as 

needed. 

   Our treasurer gave an update report on our treasury.  Also, we received a report on our Christmas 

box. CMF and CWF will have tickets to sell for our church Christmas party on  December 6th. Sam and 

Cortney will be bringing the music. 

  Yummy refreshments were enjoyed by all.  The hostess for our November 9th meeting is Rosolyn.  

We have much going on.  All ladies are asked to join us. The benediction was given. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 

See a CWF or CMF member to buy your tickets 



 4 Kim Metts, Jese Brown, Carolyn Britt 

8 Bob Woodard 

 9 Dianne Randall, Kurt Jones 

11 Doug Maxwell 

14 Rose James, Michael Hernandez, 

Reagan Davis 

15 Billy Howard 

18 Mara Adkins 

20 Mike Bennetch  

21 Jay Wright 

25 Ray Randall 

29 Barbara Dumphy 

30 Brenda Pike 


