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A Word For the Church 
 

Attitude of Gratitude 

What does that mean? In 1 Thessalonians 5:18, the reader is instructed to “give thanks 

in all circumstances; for that is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” When we read this 

passage; what can we take from it? What is the Lord saying here? Is He telling us to 

give thanks only when things are going our way? Is He telling us to give thanks only 

when we are healthy, happy, and life is good? The Word says, “in all circumstances”, 

we are to give thanks.  

What that means to me is that even when life is hard, and storms are brewing on the 

horizon we are to give thanks. Giving thanks to God for the tough situations in our 

lives can be a powerful statement. It opens the door for us to see God in all His glory. 

It doesn’t always mean that the circumstances will turn around for the better, but it 

does mean this: ”God, I trust you enough with my life that I am willing to go through 

storms, because I know you will carry me through it.”  It’s easy to be thankful when 

life is happy, and things are easy. We might think how are we supposed to give thanks 

for things that we don’t particularly like- like financial strains or a loss or something 

upsets us by making us sad or genuinely uncomfortable? Paul gives us his secret on 

how to be content in whatever circumstance he found himself, whether with much or 

little. The secret is this: “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens 

me” (Philippians 4:13).  By being thankful in all circumstances we can intentionally 

stand on the truth of God’s Word and not allow ourselves to waiver or default to our 

own feelings when times are “not so good.” It’s encouraging to remember that the 

Lord is not surprised by anything that happens in our lives. While we may not know 

what the future holds; God sees the big picture, and if we allow Him to, our futures 

will be safe and secure in His hands.  

As we enter a time of Thanksgiving, I encourage you to intentionally search for all the 

“small” blessings in seemingly mundane days and give thanks to God. Allow the Ho-

ly Spirit to turn your heart toward a consistent attitude of gratitude.  

In His Service,  

Pastor Mark  

 

“Gratitude unlocks the fullness of life. It turns what we have into enough, and more. It 
turns denial into acceptance, chaos to order, confusion to clarity. It can turn a meal 

into a feast, a house into a home, a stranger into a friend.”  -Melody Beattie 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Mary Ann, Secretary  
 

At our monthly meeting on October 8, our ladies met in the fellowship hall. Prayer was of-
fered after sharing prayer praises and concerns. The devotion, “Timeless Grace” about how 
God has plans for all of us and He is in control was given by Rosolyn. The scripture was Phil. 
4:6-8. 
 

We signed more all occasion cards and thank-you cards were read. We are still collecting  information on pur-
chasing CWF t-shirts. No information on nice, 
plastic tablecloths were available. No family or families is to be fed at this time. 
We finalized the menu, kitchen workers, etc. for the craft show. 
 

For our service projects, we are giving monetary gifts to two families who have been in the hospital recently. 
We discussed recognizing Pastor Mark, Mekella and Kay Payne, Minister of Music. We agreed on gift cards 
for all three. We will be recognizing them on Homecoming Sunday, October 20 at our Unity Service at 10 o’ 
clock. We are also giving $40 to Worship and Wonder. For our RCOM project for November, we are asking 
for small packages of Ramen beef noodles. Again, the church is invited to contribute to this. 
 

The Church Christmas Party is Monday, Dec. 2. Our menu is baked chicken OR roast beef, 2 vegetables, rolls, 
desserts and tea. Tickets are $12.50 and can be purchased from any CMF or CWF member and Mallorie will 
have tickets available in the office.   
 

The  treasurer’s report was given. Also, the Christmas box report was given. We will decide on a family or 
families to help at our next meeting. 
    

Our next meeting is Nov. 12 with Beverly as our hostess. We invite all ladies to join us. 
 

After enjoying refreshments provided by Brenda Pike, we closed with prayer. 

Christian Men’s Fellowship 
Dennis Jones, Reporter 
 

With the progression of Fall the men of the church are actively participating and preparing various activities.  
On Monday, October 7 thirteen men gathered for the monthly CMF meeting.  The group agreed to assist in 
pressure washing the church sidewalks and to donate additional funds to the Samaritan Christmas Shoebox 
Project.  Further plans were made in preparation for the upcoming November 17 SOUP & SANDWICH 
LUNCH following the 11 a.m. worship service.  This will be our first for the current school year, with pro-
ceeds going to the CMF Scholarship Fund.  Please plan ahead to come out and to support this special fundrais-
er.  The cost for the all-you-can-eat meal is $7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children 12 and under.  
 

Furthermore, the CMF will be providing three Thanksgiving dinners to needing families.  If you would like to 
submit any names as a possible recipient for the dinners, please notify Tom Barbee, Dennis Jones or any mem-
ber of the CMF before Thanksgiving.  Also, everyone is reminded of the upcoming Annual Christmas Party to 
be held on Monday, December 2.  Tickets will soon be available for this special event as we prepare for the 
celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 

Ray Randall provided a special devotion at the October CMF meeting, based on the “Tale of Three Trees” sto-
ry.  Three young trees had dreams/plans for their future.  One wanted to be used to make a beautiful chest 
which would hold a wonderful treasure.  The second tree desired to be used to build a mighty sailing ship to 
carry a king.  The third tree wanted to stay on the mountain top and simply become a tall, mighty tree of beau-
ty.  Each of the trees were cut; the first became a feed box for animals, which became the Manger of Jesus 
Christ.  The second was used to make a simple fishing boat, which held Jesus Christ and his Disciples during a 
mighty storm.  The third tree was cut up to make a cross to crucify Jesus Christ on Golgotha’s hill.  Each of 
the trees had their plans changed for something even better.  We as Christians often have our personal initial 
plans changed for something of much greater benefit according to God’s Plan for us, when we allow God to 
use us to better His Kingdom. 
 

All men of the church are invited to the November 4 CMF meeting at 7 p.m.  Bob James will provide a devo-
tional program and Duwayne Divens will be providing refreshments.  Our November Birthday Breakfast at 
Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville will be held on Saturday, November 16 at 7:15 a.m.  All men are invited to 
attend both upcoming events!! 
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Children’s Committee News 
 

The month of October we organized and offered a free Pumpkin Decorating event for not only our Church 
families, but to the community. At this event, we had a pumpkins to give out and an area they could paint it 
or put sticker faces on them, a bouncy house, games (and prizes and handed out candy), face painting, a 
cake walk, cotton candy, popcorn, nachos, corn dogs, and beverages. At the event, we handed out approxi-
mately 125 pumpkins to the families that attended. The Children’s committee donated 30 pumpkins to the 
residents at The Alzheimer’s related Care Facility on Onslow Pines Rd, where they plan on having a pumpkin 
decorating contest. The following Wednesday, October 30, the Children and Youth groups teamed up and 
went to the Heritage of Richlands, where the kids/youth handed out the remainder of the pumpkins and 
sticker faces to the residents. This brought joy not only to the residents, but to the hearts of the children and 
youth. The month of November we will begin Christmas play rehearsal on Wednesday nights 6:30-7:30 pm. 
If you are planning to have your child take a part of the play, it is important that they make it to as many 
practices as possible. There is speaking parts, scene changes, and a lot to remember. Go ahead and mark it 
on your calendar for our Christmas play on December 8 at 6:30pm. The play we will be presenting is “Straw 
& Order”. This is an adorable play with a twist on the Christmas story, where the barn animals take baby Je-
sus to court to try and get their barn back. We look forward to sharing this play with everyone! 

Youth News 
Vicki Paul, Committee Chair 
 

They shared food, but oh, so much more! On October 27, 13 of 
our youth set out to visit the homes of several of our church 
families to enjoy a meal course- part of our 2nd annual Progressive Supper. By the end of the night, our group 
experienced so much more than just great food and drink. There were laughs, hugs, tears and bonds made be-
tween new friends. As a group, we realized how much we have in common, as we navigate this life. More im-
portantly, our kids realized they are never alone. I’d venture to say, the adults enjoyed our night just as much 
as the kids! Both have already asked when we can do it again, so stay tuned!  



Worship Committee News 
Terry Jarman, Committee Chair 
 

Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ. May the love, peace and grace of God 
the Father, God the Son and The Holy Spirit be upon you. 
 

There will be no community Thanksgiving Service this year. However, First Chris-
tian Church is having a Thanksgiving Prayer Service on Sunday evening, Novem-
ber 24. Stay tuned for further details.       
 

Can you believe it? Advent Season is only five weeks away. With this being said; we will be doing something 
new this year. We are taking orders for “In memory of” and “In honor of” Christmas ornaments which will be 
a cross and heart respectively. The cost for an ornament(s) is $5.00 each and it/they will be placed on the 
sanctuary Christmas tree. We are also taking orders for poinsettias to be placed in the sanctuary. The cost for 
a poinsettia(s) is $9.00 each. The deadline to place an order for an ornament and/or poinsettia is November 
17. There are signup sheets for both at church. Contact Terry Jarman or the church office if you have any 

questions. 
 

Advent Season begins Sunday, December 1. We will be hosting a “Festival of Na-
tivities” on December 1, in the CLC Building from 4:00p.m. until 6:00p.m. There 
will be a variety of nativities on display. If you would like to display your nativity 
or nativities, please let Terry Jarman or the church office know. The festival will 
be open to the public and light refreshments will be served. This will be a great 
opportunity to help prepare us and the community for advent and the coming of 
Christ. 

Donate Your Christmas Cards 
 

If you would like to donate the front of any 
Christmas cards received this year; our Shoe-
box ministry can use them for special messag-
es next year! You can bring them to Church 
office or give to Brenda Huffman. Thank you. 

Donations Needed for "Children 
Healthy Eating on 
Weekends" 
 

We continue to collect in-
stant oatmeal, grits, and pop 
tarts for CHEW. The kids 
served are in the Richlands School District. 
A big thank you to all who have donated 
and continue to donate through May 2020. 

 

Choir Rehearsal  
 

Choir Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 
p.m. If you are interested 
in making a joyful noise 
with us, please come attend our rehearsal. Help 
us lift our voices to praise the Lord. We are 
hoping to grow our choir, to see some new fac-
es, and hear new voices. 

S.T.A.R.S. NEWS!!! 
 

It’s that time again! S.T.A.R.S (55 and older) we 
have planned your next event! On Saturday, No-
vember 23 at 5pm, we will be having a S.T.A.R.S. 
Southern Shindig in your honor!! There will be great company, 
food, games and laughter! We will have a sign up sheet with 
some food items we would like to incorporate in this event. If 
you are interested in preparing one of these dishes for the 
event, please put your name next to the item listed on sheet 
posted across from the office. Even if you do not want to pre-
pare a dish we still invite you to please come and join us for this 
fun chance of fellowship and great southern food.  

Children’s Church 
Mara Adkins & Mekella Reid, Teachers 
 

We are super excited to begin this journey teaching our 3-5 grade class. We know 
that God has ordained this ministry and that He has big plans for the kids and us. 
We look forward to learning and growing along with the children. This ministry is 
offered every Sunday during the 11 o’clock worship.  
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Serving in November 
 

Audio/Video—8:30 Worship 
November 3-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
November 10-Tom Barbee 
November 17-Ben Black 
November 24-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
 

Audio/Video—11:00 Worship 
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford     
 

Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship   
November 3– Leah Hall 
November 10– Terry Jarman, Donna Muller 
November 17– Leah Hall  
November 24– Terry Jarman, Donna Muller  
 

Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship 
November 3– Jane Anderson 
November 10– Angela Bostic 
November 17– Brenda Huffman 
November 24– Terry Jarman 
 

Diaconate 
November 3– Roy Metts, Kristy Cottle, Marshall Byrne, 
Jessica Killough 
November 10– Ralph Murphy, Donald Morton, Lexi Byr-
ne 
November 17–  Edward Williams, Mike Bennetch, Colton 
Metts, Devan Murphy 
November 24– John Anderson, Richard Quirk, Jodi Paul 
 

Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table 
November 3– Ben Black, Kim Metts 
November 10– April Jones, Ray Randall 
November 17– Vicki Paul, Mac Tucker 
November 24– April Jones, Ray Randall 
 

Serving at the Heritage 
November 3– Mac Tucker 
November 10– Vicki Paul 
November 17– April Jones 
November 24– Ray Randall 
 

Greeters—8:30 Worship 
November 3– Betty Apodaca, Jane Horne 
November 10– Veterans 
November 17– Hallie Wrights, Jay Wright 
November 24– Duwayne Divens, Ruth Divens 
 

Greeters—11:00  Worship 
November 3– Mallorie Adkins 
November 10– Veterans 
November 17–  Karen Metts, Valerie Padgett 
November 24– Kristy Cottle, Terry Jarman 
 

Nursery 
November 3– Tammy Gurganus, Elyse Byrne 
November 10– Ashley Brown, Jese Brown 
November 17– Jennifer Murphy, Juli Paul 
November 24– Randall Jones, Shannon Jones 
 

 

Worship & Wonder 
 

November 3– April Jones, Lexi Byrne, Mia Reid 
November 10– Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Bailey Brown 
November 17– Will Holley, Jessica Honeycutt, Jodi Paul 
November 24– Beverly Black, Maddie Reid, Felicity 
Markl 
 
Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan 

Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne 

Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne 
 

 

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4– Kim Metts, Jese 
Brown 
7– Katelyn Allen, Aman-
da Sunday 
8– Mike Sunday, Peyton 
Adkins 
9– Kurt Jones, Dianne 
Randall, Bob Woodard 
11– Doug Maxwell 
14– Reagan Davis, Rose 
James 
15– Ken Holland, Billy 
Howard 
17– Hank Barbee, Kim 
Sunday 
18– Mara Adkins, Lee 
Clark 

19– Marganna Meadows 
20– Mike Bennetch 
22– Scott Byrd 
25– Ray Randall, Lacie 
Brown 
29– Barbara Dumphy 

 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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