
A monthly publication of First Christian Church 

CHALICE NEWS 

Volume 42 | Issue 3| March 2022 

“LORD, we ask that You would give us Your vision for our lives, in Jesus’ name 

Pastor Mark 

124 Trott Road 

Richlands, NC 28574 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday—Friday 

9 a.m.—1 p.m. 

910.324.4690 

fccrichlands.org 

office@fccrichlands.org 

Facebook, YouTube 

 

Service Times 

8:30 AM Traditional 

10:00 AM Sunday School 

11:00 AM Contemporary 

 

Pastor Mark Reid 

Senior Pastor 

Office hours: Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday 9:00-1:00 

 

Samuel Wente 

Associate Pastor 

Office hours: Tuesday,  

Thursday, Friday 9:00-1:00 

 
 

Staff 

Kay Payne 

Director of Music 

 

Debbie Rogers 

Office Manger 

 

Gwen Morton 

Custodian 

Are we a holy huddle or a mission minded body? This is a question that is im-

portant for us to evaluate time and time again. I believe God has clearly called us 

to serve and love our neighbor. What you have done for the least is these you have 

done for me. I am so excited to see our church activity involved in aspects of mis-

sion. I pray that we continue. We have engaged in so many opportunities in for-

eign missions as well as local missions. But why is this so important for us as a 

church?  James gives us a glimpse as to why we want to continue to change the 

culture of the church and the inward mindset we can from time to time creep back 

into. James tells us, “If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily 

food, and one of you says to them, ‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ and yet 

you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?” (James 

2:15-16). Here is where we take the Word of God and put it into action, trans-

forming from a self-serving holy huddle into a mission-minded body of Christ. I 

pray that we as a church never stop looking for ways to serve and reach our com-

munity through physical needs that leads to spiritual needs.  

A WORD FOR THE CHURCH 

Pastor Mark Reid 



 

As long as Christ has not yet returned, there will always be rumors of war, there will always be turmoil, there will al-

ways be darkness, there will always be conflict. We know, our day is no exception. All you have to do is turn on your 

TV to see how perilous it is for some around our world. And with the current struggle with the Ukraine, and Russia, 

and all other countries either getting involved or thinking of getting involved, it can cause fear, panic, worry, for 

many. It’s easy to discuss how we think we should or should not get involved, and to what degree, or debate about 

who needs to do what, and exactly how certain leaders need to handle it, or the decisions we feel they should be 

making. As Christians, what gives us hope isn’t policy, it isn’t government, it isn’t military action, it isn’t any countries’ 

decision making, it’s CHRIST ALONE. Times like these should never be a time of panic, they should be a time of prayer. 

They should be a time of the Church coming together and committing itself to surrender to Jesus in prayer and inter-

cession. Our natural gut reaction to things like this, as believers, should be to simply pray. And if we have done more 

complaining than we have been praying, then we don’t know the God we serve. He reigns over the nations (Psalm 

47:8), He is a great God above all other gods (Psalm 95:3), He is our fortress and our deliverer (Psalm 18:1), He is sov-

ereign (Acts 4:24). Not one gust of wind, not one speck of sand on the beach, not one small current in the ocean is 

outside of the sovereignty and the providence of God. And that includes wars, and conflict. There is no better reason 

to go to our Lord in prayer than knowing that he is ultimately in control of all, and all things are woven together in 

and by his hand, and all things play out only as he allows. There would be no reason to take our worries to the Lord if 

he was not ultimately in control, could do nothing, and would do nothing, but that’s not the God we serve. Not only 

should we be praying for the situation as a whole, and for the safety of civilians, but for all the leaders, policy makers, 

rulers, and presidents involved. We should be praying for their hearts, for their salvation, for them to be transformed 

by the Lord, and conform to his will.  

 

1 Timothy 2 says — “I urge that supplications, prayers, intercession, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for 

kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way 

This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our savior, who desires of all peoples to be saved and to come to 

the knowledge of the truth.” 

 

As followers of Christ, we are called by God to lift up prayers and intercession for leaders, and rulers in high positions. 

Those with the responsibility of decision making on behalf of their people. We ought not to simply pray for the deliv-

erance of innocent people’s lives, and the situation at hand, but for the conversion of ungodly rulers and leaders. We 

ought to boldly pray that God would move in them, convict them, and work his will through them. We should pray for 

the Pastors in places of peril who refuse to flee, standing firm to shepherd their flocks, and lead their churches, even 

in the face of death. We ought to be a praying people, not a quivering people. We ought to be a supplicating people, 

not a complaining or worrying people. We ought to be a people who know who are God is, know what He can do. A 

people who know our God is strong to save, strong to protect, strong to deliver, and are confident and eager to ap-

proach his throne.  

From Pastor Samuel To You: 



 

  1 Felicity Markl 
  2 Rosemary Murray  
  5 Jane Anderson 
  6 Brenda  Whitaker 
10 Ann Nelson 
12 Shelby Goodrode 
13 Dennis Jones 
14 Mike Gurganus 
17 Irene Futrell  
20 Suzie Bennetch, Shannon Jones 
23 Judy Maxwell 
27 Peggie Clark 

Life in the Church 

Saturday March 5th, Handing out Kitchen Essential Boxes for the community at 10:00 AM. 

Sunday, March 6th STARS Lunch following 11:00 service CLC 

Monday, March 7th Christian Men’s Fellowship Meeting 7:00PM. 

Tuesday, March 8th Christian Women’s Fellowship Meeting 7:00PM. 

Sunday, March 13th Ham Dinner following 11:00 service 

Monday, March 14th Board Meeting 7:00 PM 

Saturday, March 19th Firepits, Family & Friends 7:00 PM 

Sunday, March 20th Soup and Sandwich following 11:00 Service 

Saturday, March 26th Cleaning Day 8AM-12PM 

Handbell Choir 

Thursdays at 5:45 PM 

 

Men’s Birthday Breakfast  
All Men are invited to attend 

March 19 at 7:15AM 

At Angie’s Restaurant, Jacksonville 

If it is your Birthday month you eat for free. 



  Just a little information from the Outreach Committee. Our Outreach Committee is set up to be able 

to help those who are in need of some help.  We have already helped some people financially this year. 

We gave Nubia in Brazil a donation and have agreed to support her for the next couple of years with a 

yearly contribution. We also helped a woman with buying some baby items that were needed.  We 

have paid for two scholarships for two students at Richlands High School to attend FCA (Fellowship 

of Christian Athletes)) camp this summer. 

  Our goal this year is to try and do some Outreach projects that don’t  involve just giving out mon-

ey.  We are working with Pastor Mark on the Kitchen Essentials giveaway for March the 5th. We are 

also starting to collect clothes that are in good condition to do a Clothing Closet to give away clothes 

to those who are in need.  If you have clothes that you need to get rid of we will be glad to take 

them.  Please bring them to the church office or call the church and we will be glad to pick them up 

from you. 

 If you know of someone in need or have any ideas on an outreach project please let us know. 

 God Bless!  Susan Stroud  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following people have come forward to join our family 

Johnny Broughton  

Lasha & Nicolas Harris 

Please continue to Welcome 

The Burgess Family (Contemporary) 

Carol and Mike Appleyard (Contemporary) 

Danelle Smith (Traditional) 

Cassandra Moore (Contemporary)  

Sonya & Richard Dixon (Contemporary) 

Tony & Ann Pascarelli (Traditional) 

The Ingram Family (Contemporary) 



SAMARITAN SHOEBOX 2022 
A note from Franklin Graham on the 2021 Samaritan Shoebox Ministry 

 

 

 



God continues to work his miracles with these small gift boxes provided by you each year.  Your support will continue 
to supply children with the gospel and the opportunity to learn about Christ in the “Greatest Journey” program.  This 
is a 12 lesson discipleship course for the shoebox recipients.  The children who participate in this program learn how 
to follow Christ & share him with others.    

Please help us this year by providing items on the below list to meet our goal of filling 400 shoeboxes.  If you prefer 
you can give a monetary gift through the regular offering, just indicate on your check for Samarian Shoebox Ministry. 

 

This is a list of some of the items will collect to fill the Shoeboxes 

Sheets of Stickers (Valentine/Easter stickers will be on sale) 

Small Stuffed Animals (5” to 7”) (Valentine/Easter ones will be on sale at this time) 

Any shoebox size games, cards, toys, small balls, etc.  

Youth Flip Flops 4T up to Youth Large 

Youth T-Shirts 4T up to Youth Large 

Hairbands & Hairbows 

Travel Size Tissues 

1 Subject NoteBooks or Mini Size Notebooks 

Pencils, Pens, Colored Pencils & Crayons 

Please remember we cannot pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives or military figures), 
chocolate or food, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items (glass, aerosol cans, etc.). 

Also, remember after each holiday (Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.) the stores will have the holiday items on 
sale.  This is always a good time to pick up stuffed animals, stickers, etc. with these holiday themes. 

 

Thank you for you love and support with this ministry, Brenda Huffman 



                           

   The CWF meeting was well attended on Feb. 8th.  After prayer praises and concerns were shared, Brenda 

P. gave the devotion, “Truth and  Tenderness Must Go Hand in Hand.”  Jesus called His disciples, friends. 

We need to find a good friend in Jesus as He is ours.  The scripture was from Proverbs 17:17.  The opening 

prayer was given by Brenda H. 

   The fundraisers were agreed upon and posted on the church calendar.  The first one is a ham dinner on 

March 13th after the 11 o’ clock service in the fellowship hall.  The menu is ham, potato salad, green beans, 

mac and cheese, apple rings, rolls, desserts and tea.  Our ladies are to have the food in the fellowship hall 

by 10 o’ clock on  March 13th.  The cost is $8 per adult and $4 per child, ten and under. 

   We gave a monetary gift to a local lady who has been battling cancer for a long time.  This was our month-

ly service project. At the present, RCOM is well stocked.   CHEW, however, is still in need of pop tarts, 

instant oatmeal and/or grits.  In February, we prepared 110 bags per week.  Therefore, we are in need of 

enough items to feed 440 children for each month.  There is a container in the church foyer and also one 

in the church fellowship hall to collect these items.  Thanks to our church family for contributing to this 

worthy cause in the past.  We are requesting  your help again. 

   The CWF treasury report was given.  The Christmas box report was also given.   

   Thanks to Gayle for delicious refreshments.  March 8th, Kay Heath will be our hostess.  Church ladies, a lot 

is happening in the ladies’ group, CWF.  We are inviting you to join us. 

   We closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 



 

Social Committee 

Would like to invite you to: 

Firepit, Family & 

Friends 
March 19th 

At 7:00 PM 

Enjoy S’mores, Music & More 

Bring your chairs or blankets 

 

STARS 

(55 and Older) 

LUNCH 

Sunday, March 6th 

Following 11:00 



Christian Men’s Fellowship News 
 

     The CMF met on Monday, February 7th in the fellowship hall.  Due to the recent surge in pandemic cases 
in our area, the men decided to cancel the scheduled Soup and Sandwich fundraiser for Sunday, February 
13th.  However, the same scheduled event is still on the calendar for Sunday, March 20th following the 11 
a.m. worship service.  If any family or individual within the church can assist with this event, please notify 
a CMF member.  The main purpose of the Soup & Sandwich lunches is to support the various projects 
within the group, including the funding of our Senior Scholarship Memorial Fund. 

     Bob Woodard provided the February 7th devotion about Love and Freedom.  He noted that Christians 
can certainly celebrate love on Valentine’s Day, but as Christians we can celebrate the Love of God every 
day.  Frederick M. Lehman was four years old when his family immigrated from Germany in 1872.  He 
wrote the song, The Love of God, in 1917.  The song celebrates what God has done for all people, whatev-
er color they are.  In the mid-20th century, Major Richard Robert Wright, Sr., who had been born a slave 
and freed after the Civil War, believed there should be a day when freedom for all Americans is celebrat-
ed.  President Lincoln had signed the 13th Amendment abolishing slavery on February 1, 1865.  After 
Wright died in 1947, both houses of Congress passed a bill to make February 1 National Freedom Day.  
President Truman signed the bill into law on June 30, 1948.  This holiday became Black History Day and 
since has become Black History Month (1976). 

     Our next monthly CMF meeting will be held on Monday, March 7th at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall.  All 
men of the church are urged to attend.  Edward Williams will provide our devotion.  Please come and join 
us for an evening of Christian fellowship among our men! 

        Dennis E. Jones, CMF Reporter 


