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A Word For the Church 
 

Pastor Mark Reid 

"How can I stay focused on Christ?" 
 

Answer: In our fast-paced, attention-grabbing world, it is easy to get caught up in the daily grind, get 
distracted, and lose sight of our true purpose in life—the worship and love of God (see Matthew 
22:37). Yet we are told to run our race with our eyes focused on Christ: “Let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith” (Hebrews 12:1
–2). How can we resist the allure of the world and keep our focus where it belongs, on Christ? 
 

To focus is to direct one’s attention or concentrate on something. If we are focused on Christ, then He 
has our attention; we are concentrating on Him and His word; He occupies the forefront of our minds. 
Such a focus is only fitting, because Jesus “is the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning 
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the suprema-
cy” (Colossians 1:18). By rights, He should be our focus. 
 

Colossians 3:1–4 contains much that can help us stay focused on Christ: “Since, then, you have been 
raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.” 
We are to focus on “things above,” remembering that Christ is seated in the place of glory and power 
(verse 1). The reason for the command is also given because we have been raised to new life with 
Christ. To focus on the things above, we must consciously remove our focus from “earthly 
things” (verse 2), and the reason is given: we have died to self, and Christ is our very life (verse 3). 
Helping us stay focused on Christ is the reminder that Jesus is coming again, and when we see Him, 
we will know glory (verse 4). 
 

Hebrews 2 lists some of the things that Christ has done or is doing for us: He shared our humanity 
(verse 14), He breaks the power of the devil (verse 14), He frees us (verse 15), He is our “merciful 
and faithful high priest” (verse 17), He suffered for us (verse 18), and He helps those who are tempted 
in this world (verse 18). Because of all this, Hebrews 3:1, says, “Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, 
who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle 
and high priest.” 
 

Here are some practical ways for a born-again believer to stay focused on Christ: 
 

1.Commit to reading the Bible. It is impossible for a believer to be consistently in the Word without 
having his attention drawn again and again to Christ: “The Scriptures point to me!” Jesus said (John 
5:39, NLT; see also Luke 24:44 and Hebrews 10:7). To focus on the Word of God is to have the Son 
of God brought more into focus. 
 

2.Develop your prayer life. If you want to know how to pray, read Jesus’ instructions to His disciples 
in Luke 11:1–13. As you speak to the Lord throughout your day, you will naturally be more focused 
on Him. Little things, big things—we can come to the Lord with any and all of our cares. The com-
mand is to “pray continually” (1 Thessalonians 5:17), to always be in an attitude and atmosphere of 
instant prayer. 
 

3.Trust the Lord as your only protector: “My eyes are ever on the LORD, for only he will release my 
feet from the snare” (Psalm 25:15). Once we understand the spiritual dangers we face on a daily basis, 
we will focus more on Christ, our one and only Savior, who alone has the power of deliverance. 
 

4.Recognize your need and the Lord as the source of all good things: “Behold, as the eyes of servants 
look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maidservant to the hand of her mistress, so our eyes 
look to the LORD our God, till he has mercy upon us” (Psalm 123:2, ESV). The world offers various 
means of obtaining love, joy, and peace, but they are destined to disappoint. The believer understands 
that love, joy, and peace (and a myriad other fine gifts) are the direct result of his relationship with 
Christ (see Galatians 5:22–23). 
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Mary Ann, Secretary  
 

We had a well-attended gathering on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at 7 pm. We shared several prayer prais-
es and concerns. Afterwards, prayer was offered. 
 

The devotion “Over Commercialized Love” was given by Peggy. It stated we need to show our love all the time 
and not just for special occasions like Valentine’s, Christmas, etc. It also questioned us about when to show our 
love to God. We are to love God always. I John 4:10 was our scripture. 
 

Our first order of business was signing all-occasion cards to be sent as needed. CWF t-shirts are $25 each and in-
cludes the printing. If any of our church ladies would like to purchase one, please contact Kristy right away. They 
are 60% cotton and 40% polyester. We hope to have them by the March meeting. 
 

There was still no answer at the Jacksonville Homeless Shelter. Beverly offered to stop by to check on a date avail-
able for us to feed. Unfortunately, the Chonda Pierce Show tickets have been sold out. For a point of interest, the 
cabinets that were in the corner classroom have been moved out and are being used for Samaritan’s Purse. Some 
of the heart pillows and bears were taken to The Heritage for the residents there. The remaining ones are on dis-
play in the classroom. We also discussed Woman’s Day. We agreed on August. The date will be decided upon 
getting a speaker. 
 

For our service project since last meeting, we have helped 3 families with monetary gifts. We are continuing our 
monthly gift to Worship and Wonder. The supplies needed for RCOM this month are boxes of cereal. Also, please 
keep in mind that oatmeal, grits and pop tarts are needed for CHEW. These are 2 ministries that First Christian 
Church supports. 
 

The CWF Treasury report was given. Also, the Christmas box report was given.   
 

Our March meeting is on the 10 and Shirley is the hostess. Ladies, again, we invite you to join us. We have been 
blessed with a couple of new members. 
 

Christian Men’s Fellowship 
Dennis Jones, Reporter 
 

The CMF continues to gather for its monthly fellowship on the first Monday of each month at 7 p.m. in the 
church fellowship hall.  All men of the church are cordially invited to attend. During this time we have a short 
business session to address ways to help with various church activities and to plan upcoming CMF sponsored 
events.  We always have a short devotional Christ-centered program provided by a member volunteer, and 
end the fellowship evening with some delicious refreshments provided by a member.  Furthermore, on the 
third Saturday of each month the CMF sponsors the gathering of men to enjoy a “Men’s Birthday Breakfast” 
meal at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville, starting at 7:15 a.m.  All we do is eat the delicious meal and enjoy 
the fellowship with Christian men. 
 

Our next regular monthly meeting of the CMF will be Monday, March 2 at 7 p.m. in the fellowship hall, with 
Edward Williams giving the devotion and Bob James providing the refreshments.  Then on Sunday, March 15, 
the CMF will sponsor its next SOUP & SANDWICH meal, following the 11 a.m. worship service.  Funds from 
this event help to support the youth scholarship program, provided annually to our graduating high school 
seniors, as well as, other church activities and programs.  Finally, the CMF ends the month of March with our 
monthly Men’s Birthday Breakfast on Saturday, March 21 at Angie’s where the men and boys start gathering 
soon after 7 a.m.  Make plans now to come and join with us as we celebrate the birthdays of Adam Murphy 
(March 4), Dennis Jones (March 13th), Mike Gurganus (March 14), as well as, any other males in the church 
with a March birthday. 
 

If you or anyone you know needs some assistance from the CMF, please feel free to contact Tom Barbee, 
CMF president, or Dennis Jones, CMF secretary/treasurer, or any CMF member of the church.  We often as-
sist widows with minor home repairs, or provide other assistance on an as-needed basis.  Raise up, Men of 
God!! 



Donations Needed for "Children Healthy Eating on Weekends" 
 

We are still in desperate need of breakfast items for the CHEW program. We need 1,200 
packets of oatmeal, grits, or pop tarts. We have not had enough the past couple of months, 
so we urge you to please donate. Thank you to everyone that has and continue to donate to 
this ministry.  

Choir Rehearsal  
 

Choir Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 p.m. If 
you are interested in making a 
joyful noise with us, please come 
attend our rehearsal. Help us lift 
our voices to praise the Lord. We are hoping to grow our 
choir, to see some new faces, and hear new voices. 
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R.C.O.M. 
 

Do you have a Servant’s Heart?  Richlands Community Outreach Ministries NEEDS 
YOU! Richlands Community Outreach Ministries NEEDS Volunteers, desperately.   
 

In 2006, Nine Churches in the Richlands Community joined together to help people/
families in the Richlands school district. First Christian Church is one of those churches and we support this 
ministry with money and a few volunteers monthly. The Thrift store located on 8701 Richlands Hwy, Rich-
lands is just one part of this ministry.  The RCOM Ministry provides food from the Food Bank of Eastern NC 
on the first Monday of each month. Wal-Mart and Food Lion make weekly contributions to this ministry for 
families in our area. RCOM helped families in December with Medical, Rent, Water, Electricity and gas.  For 
the year of 2019-over $22,000.00 was used to help families in the Richlands school district.  
 

How you can help?  Short term-individuals or groups are needed to sort and prepare items for the Thrift 
Store as there are 2 warehouses to be emptied. The time to Volunteer at the Thrift Store is Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday, Friday from 10:00 to 2:00 and Saturday 9:00 to 3:00.  Just show up! If you want to round up 
friends or serve as a Youth, Women or Men’s group and can’t serve during the day? Contact Jane Tyson or 
Becky Brinson at 910-324-6586 to arrange time to work in an evening, morning or Saturday.  Any time to 
help will be greatly appreciated and it is Critical.  
 

Long Term-Will you make a commitment to volunteer hourly, weekly, monthly or as your schedule allows?  
The Richlands Community Outreach Ministry needs help in the Thrift Store-stocking/sorting, Warehouse 
(pick-up/deliveries), Food pick-up (driving Truck) and your prayers for a continued thriving Ministry for the 
Richlands area.  

Social 
 

Please join us in the Fellowship Hall 
between the 8:30 worship service 
and the 11:00 worship service for a 
Fellowship Breakfast. We will be serving a tasty breakfast of 
pancakes, grits, eggs, sausage, and bacon. Come socialize 
with our church family and fill your bellies. We will also be 

having another raffle. Tickets 
will be sold the day of the 
breakfast and are $1 each or 
$5 for 6. We hope to see you 
all there!!! 

Children’s News! 
 

The Children’s committee will be hosting a Treasure Hunt for all our little lep-
rechauns and their families! Please Join us on March 14 from 1pm-3pm in our 
Christian Life Center (CLC) for a wee bit O’fun, snacks, and shenanigans!!! 



Samaritan Shoebox 
 

The items for collection for March will be the following for this ministry: 
 

Small Stuffed Animals (5” to 7” sized) 
Bars of Soap 
Miniature Flip Notepads 
Travel Size Tissues 
 

To follow are the traditional items we include in all shoeboxes. 
Youth T-Shirts (4T sizes to Youth Large)              1 Subject Spiral Notebook 
Youth Flip Flops      Pencils 
Bar Soap      Pens 
Washcloth      Pencil Sharpener 
Plastic Soapbox Holder     Colored Pencils 
Toothbrushes      Crayons 
Toothbrush Holders     Sheets of Stickers 
Dental Floss      Stuffed Animals (approximately 5” to 7”) 
Hairbrush      Small Toys 
Ponytail Holders                    Small Games 
Hairbands      Small Balls 
Hairbows 
Travel Size Tissues 
 

Any of these can be purchased anytime during the year should you find them on sale. 
Please remember we can’t pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives or military figures), chocolate, food of 
any kind, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items (glass, aerosol cans, etc.). 
Also, remember after each holiday (Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.) the stores will have the holiday items on sale.  This is always a 
good time to pick up stuffed animals, stickers, games, toys, etc. with these holiday themes. 
If you are interested in helping, in anyway, with this ministry, we will be meeting at 6:00 in the Fellowship Hall on the 2nd Tuesday 
of every month.  We will meet just before the CWF meeting each month. If you cannot attend this designated time to help prepare 
items for the shoeboxes, please get with me to discuss how you would like to participate.  All of you are qualified to help.  We may 
put together the pencil pouches, put the bar of soap in the washcloths, separate colored items to use as game pieces for the tic-tac-toe 
boards, cut ribbon into strips, address Christmas cards to go in the boxes.  It is simple things we need your help on.   
Thank you for you love and support with this ministry.   
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Growth Committee 
 

Hello from the Growth Committee. What a great Month in February we had our first New Member Breakfast 
and Welcomed 6 New families. The breakfast was a closed event for new members to meet the Leaders of the 
Church and Pastors families. Pastor led us in prayer Each family received a bible, FCC Pen and Pencil, and 
cookies in their Welcome bag. Each were introduced to the Leaders and in turn the Leaders were introduced to 
them. Then we all enjoyed a nice breakfast together. 
 

These Welcoming events will happen once a quarter. 
 

In the future we will have their Name and picture in our Newsletter.  But for our first group we unfortunately only have the names to 
share with you. 
Please, if you run into them, Welcome them to our family! 

 
 

Greetings from the Spirit Troopers!!!! 
 

Our room is almost complete! There 
is only one more wall to paint and a 
Television stand to purchase and we 
are done! 
 

Spirit troopers have been learning, growing and praising so much 
in 2020!  You should hear them sing their favorite praise and 
worship songs. So, uplifting to hear them praise their Jesus. 
 

We had a guest, Miss Leny Silva came and taught the 23rd Psalm 
to them in Spanish and Portuguese during the time frame we 
were studying the Tower of Babel.  What a wonderful time for 
them to get to know one of our congregational members. 
 

We invite any of you to stop in and see our worship area or stay 
and be our guest.   
 

Thank you so much for being the church that has given these 
young hearts a place to gather to worship and learn. 

YOUTH NEWS!! 
It’s hard to believe we are already entering our third month of 
2020!  The Youth enjoyed a lock-in on Friday, January 31 with 
lots of games, food, and fun.  We were unable to do our Sunday 
evening fellowship for February due to illness, but we are looking 
forward to our March fellowship.  It is currently scheduled for 
Sunday, March 22 from 5-7 pm. In addition to our monthly Sunday 
evening gathering, the Youth continue to meet on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30 pm - 7:30 pm for Bible Study and fellowship.   
 

On Saturday, March 28 beginning at 11:00 am, the FCC Youth 
will be hosting a 3on3 March Madness Basketball Tournament!  A 
team will consist of three players (male or female) and it is open to 
all ages.  The entry fee is $25.00 per team. This is a great oppor-
tunity to have lots of fun and help our youth raise money for differ-
ent activities throughout the year. Concessions will also be availa-
ble for purchase during the tournament.  The church community is 
encouraged to come out and cheer for our talented players on this 
day!  If you are interested in fielding a team, please see Will Hol-
ley or April Jones for registration information.  



“O God; You have taught me from my youth; and to this day I 

declare Your wondrous works.  Now also when I am old and gray 

headed, O God, do not forsake me, until I declare Your strength 

to this generation; Your power to everyone who is to come.”   

Psalm 71:17-18 KJV 

We had a great turn out for our “Heart to Heart” Fellowship Lunch 

on February 16
th
.  We enjoyed a delicious meal which was 

served family style.  There was plenty of laughter and          lots 

of fun.  Thank you to Ruth and Dwayne Divens; Mary Ann and Roy Metts; Helen and Donald Ramsey and Hallie and Jay 

Wright for participating in “The Not-So-Newlywed Game.”   Congratulations to the Divens for being the winning couple. 

Our next activity is a movie and supper outing which is scheduled for Saturday, March 14
th
.  We will be going to see the 

movie “I still Believe” which is the true story of Christian music artist Jeremy Camp and his journey of love and loss.  Af-

ter the movie we will be going to Logan’s Roadhouse for supper. We have the van reserved for this event and will meet 

at the church at 3:10 and depart at 3:20 for AMC Classic Jacksonville 16
th
 Theatre which is located behind Jacksonville 

Mall. Sign up in the vestibule or across from the church office. Movie tickets are $6.41 each, including tax.  Meals are the 

responsibility of each person. 

Other exciting activities have been planned for 2020.  Watch and listen for further details. 

“The best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.”—Andy Rooney          

                                             

 

                                           February 16th, “Heart to Heart” Fellowship Lunch 
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Serving in March 
 

Audio/Video—8:30 Worship 
First Sunday– Tom Barbee 
Second Sunday-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
Third Sunday-Ben Black 
Fourth Sunday -Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
Fifth Sunday– TBD 
 

Audio/Video—11:00 Worship 
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford     
 

Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship   
March 1-Betty Apodaca, Jane Horne 
March 8-Kim McGowan, Robert McGowan 
March 15-Leah Hall 
March 22-Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganus 
March 29-Susan Barbee, Tom Barbee 
 

Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship 
March 1-Carol Tripp 
March 8-Kim McGowan, Robert McGowan 
March 15-Amy Killough 
March 22-Shirley Woodard 
March 29-Kristy Cottle 
 

Diaconate 
March 1-John Anderson, Bob James, Felicity Markl 
March 8-Kristy Cottle, Marshall Byrne, Robert McGowan, 
Jessica Killough 
March 15-Donald Morton, Tim Adkins, Will Holley, Lexi 
Byrne 
March 22-Mike Bennetch, Colton Metts, Beverly Black, 
Maddie Reid 
March 29-John Anderson, Richard Quirk, Bob James, Bailey 
Brown 
 

Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table 
March 1-April Jones, Jane Anderson 
March 8-Vicki Paul, Jay Wright 
March 15-Ray Randall, Mac Tucker 
March 22-April Jones, Jane Anderson 
March 29-Vicki Paul, Jay Wright  
 

Serving at the Heritage 
March 1-Vicki Paul 
March 8-Jay Wright 
March 15-Ray Randall 
March 22-Mac Tucker 
March 29-Jane Anderson 
 

Welcome Team—8:30 Worship 
March 1-Allen Barbee, Tammy Gurganus, Leah Hall 
March 8-Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganuss 
March 15– Violet Taylor, Dwayne  
March 22-Doug Nikkel, Shelia Nikkel 
March 29-Brenda Pike, Lee Pike 
 

Welcome Team —11:00  Worship 
March 1-Mallorie Adkins, Mara Adkins, Amy Killough 
March 8-Hernandez Family,  Mr. & Mrs. Woodard 
March 15-Roy Metts Family,  

March 22-Leny Silva 
March 29-Cindy Lunceford, Mark Lunceford 
 

Nursery 
March 1-Elyse Byrne, Tammy Gurganus 
March 8-Randall Jones, Shannon Jones 
March 15-Kristy Cottle, Terry Jarman 
March 22-Jennifer Murphy, Juli Paul 
March 29-Ashley Brown, Jese Brown 
 

Worship & Wonder 
March 1-Vicki Paul, Lexi Byrne, Jodi Paul 
March 8-Will Holley, Juli Paul, Devan Murphy 
March 15-April Jones, Maddie Reid, Jessica Killough 
March 22-Beverly Black, Jessica Honeycutt, Bailey Brown 
March 29-Vicki Paul, Lexi Byrne, Mia Reid 
 
Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan 

Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne 

Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne 
 

 

           
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1-Felicity Markl, Cyndi Tuck-
er 

3-Ryland Adkins 

4-Adam Murphy 

5-Jane Anderson 

6-Brenda Whitaker 

12-Shelby Goodrode 

13-Dennis Jones 

14-Mike Gurganus 

17-Irene Futrell 

20-Suzie Bennetch 

23-Judy Maxwell 
 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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