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A Word From the Pastor
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“Decisions Along the Way”
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As they were going along the road, someone said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes,
and birds of the air have nests; but the Son of Man has nowhere to
lay his head.” To another he said, “Follow me.” But he said, “Lord,
first let me go and bury my father.” But Jesus said to him, “Let the
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but let me first
say farewell to those at my home. Jesus said to him, “No one who
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of
God.” (Luke 9:57-61)

Church Office Hours
Monday—Thursday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.

eople along the road to Jerusalem, and the cross, found it to be a difficult journey
indeed. Along the way, Jesus invites people to follow. Sometimes, He invites
them with His word; and other times with His charisma and welcoming spirit. So
it is with our text above. A desire to join Jesus on the path of discipleship requires a
careful consideration of the life that is to be required; if one wants to follow Him. Some
get caught in the glamor of this vibrant Teacher and Rabbi. Popularity is a drawing force
for the one who says he will follow. Jesus responds by saying it is not a luxurious journey.
The next one says he will follow; but he wants to wait until his father (and mother) are
dead. Jesus responds with a challenge to follow now. The third person in our text refers
to his family and the need to say farewell. Jesus tells him what it means to be “fit for the
kingdom of God.”

Search Committee
Meeting
March 5
7p.m.

It is safe to assume that following Jesus requires careful consideration on the part of
these would be disciples. The same can be said of us, as well. When Jesus made His
willful decision to follow the way of the cross (Luke 9:51); He chose the more difficult
path to glory. Following His transfiguration and affirmation by Moses and Elijah, He set
Himself to walk forward in God’s will no matter what. He expects the same from His disciples then...and now.
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So, how are we doing along the journey during this Lenten season? Are we following in
faith? Are we walking with Him despite the difficulties that we face as His believers? Do
our lives reflect such “charisma” so others are interested in joining us on our walk to
Jerusalem...a cross...and ultimately glory in heaven?
As Resurrection Sunday approaches, we must still enter an upper room. As the joy of resurrection speaks to our hearts, we must still watch as our Teacher and Lord breathes His
last. We must help in taking Him from the cross and laying Him in a tomb. Only then does
the good news of “He is not here” resonate hope and assurance for our lives. Let us
continue our journey; facing the cross with our Lord. And, to God be the glory for the
great things He has done; and is doing in our midst!

Welcome New Member
FCC joyously welcomes Ashley
McAbee to the life of our
church. She joined our church
family on Sunday February 25.
Please be sure to welcome her.
You may send a welcome note
to: 1344 Onslow Pines Rd. Jacksonville NC 28540

Christian Men’s Fellowship Soup and
Sandwiches
Please join us in the
fellowship hall directly following the 11 a.m. Worship service for soup and
sandwiches provided by
our Christian Men’s Fellowship group.

Donate Your Christmas Cards
We continue to collect the fronts of Christmas cards
for next year’s Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes.
You can bring them to Church office or give to Brenda
Huffman. Thank you.

Search Committee
There is a meeting scheduled for Monday, March 5
at 7:00 pm.
CHEW Report March 2018
The CHEW Program volunteers packed and distributed
650 bags for the weekends of November and December to children with food insecurity. We also provided
30 Thanksgiving and 30 Christmas boxes for the holidays. Thank you to the 45 plus volunteers who have
helped with the packing and the businesses, churches
and individuals for their continued support through
donations of food and money that enables us to continue serving these children. In the words of Mother
Teresa, “If you can’t feed 100, feed just one.”
First Christian Church continues to collect packages of
oatmeal and grits for the children in the Richlands
School District. We have collected close to 4,200 packets thus far. Our goal is 8,000 and will assure our
school children of healthy eating on the weekends.

Youth
The youth grades 6 — 12 are
invited to join us for a LOCK-IN
Thursday, March 29 from 7 p.m.
until Friday, March 30 at 7 a.m.
Invite your friends and join us!

Passion Week Worship Opportunities

Easter Egg Hunt

Please make plans to join us here at FCC for the following services—
Palm Sunday Worship, March 25— 8:30 & 11 a.m.
Maundy Thursday/Tenebrae Service — March 29,7 p.m.

Age: Birth - 5th Grade
March 31st 11am-1pm

S.T.A.R.S.
If you are 55 and over,
please come join your fellow
S.T.A.R.S. to watch the
movie God’s Not Dead 2 on
Sunday March 18 at 3pm.

Community Easter Sunrise Service
Come celebrate Resurrection Day with others in our
community, Sunday, April 1 beginning at 6:30 am.! This
celebration service is sponsored by the Richlands Ministerial Association. First
United Methodist
Church is leading our
worship this year. We
will gather at the RHS
football stadium!
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Christian Women’s Fellowship News
Mary Ann Metts, Secretary
At our Feb. 13th CWF Meeting, we had 15 ladies in attendance. Tammy opened with
prayer. After sharing prayer concerns and praises, Mary Ann gave the devotion titled ‘A
Faithful Friend’ stating how God is our true friend and will never leave or forsake us.
Scripture was taken from Heb. 13:5. Also, she gave a short poem by Mother Teresa
titled ‘Reach Out’ telling us to be like Jesus and to love not only in words but until it
hurts as Jesus did based on John 3:16.
Shirley reported our first item of old business was she had contacted the Homeless Shelter in Jacksonville.
She is to check with them again for a more definite date. Next old business was reported by Mary Ann that
we had sent papers to 45 crafters to sign up for the craft show. We also discussed whether to use the Rotary
trailer to cook our hot dogs. Terry had checked with them and reported the trailer is getting repairs. Since
we are not sure the trailer will be ready, we agreed to cook in the fellowship hall and Christian Life Center
kitchens. Our menu is hot dogs, chips, cookies, brownies, sodas and bottled water. Kristy will ask J. R. of
Hwy. 55 to furnish the wieners and chili. We will furnish all other items. Shirley, Kristy and Hallie will man
the fellowship hall kitchen and Tammy, Brenda H., Rosolyn and Leny will man the kitchen in the Christian Life
Center. The last old item business was information on a trip to the Billy Graham Library in Charlotte, NC. We
selected June 9th for the trip. The invitation is open to our church family. The admission is free. A sign-up
sheet will be available for all who are interested.
Tammy reported the ladies will be showing the movie, ‘The Case for Christ.’ on Sunday, Feb. 25 th, at 2:30.
Popcorn, candy and drinks will be furnished. Our church family is invited.
The treasurer’s report was given for our Christmas box by Brenda Pike. We also received a report from our
CWF Treasurer, Brenda Huffman. After the report was given, our ladies agreed to give two financial gifts to 2
individuals. As a special treat, Betty Apodaca, whose apartment was recently burned, served chili, crackers
and tea to us. This was her way of thanking us. We also were served delicious refreshments by our hostess,
Shirley Woodard, who closed our meeting with prayer. Please mark your calendars for our next meeting

Worship Committee News
Terry Jarman, Chair

Spring is almost upon us. The trees and flowers are budding and blooming. God’s beautiful creation is
awakening from its’ winter sleep. With things showing new life and growth means Resurrection Sunday is not
too far away. A new Contemporary Worship Service will be introduced Sunday, March 4 from 9:45a.m. until
10:30a.m. For the time being it will be held once a month. This service will offer a time of worship for middle school and older. There will be an acolyte training in the near future. Watch and listen out for the date
and time.
In preparation for Holy Week the following services are planned:
→March 25, Palm Sunday. In recognition of Jesus’ Triumphant Entry on Palm Sunday, we will be giving each
individual a palm leaf as they enter the sanctuary.
→March 29, Maundy Thursday Service, 7:00p.m.
→Our 24-hour Prayer Vigil will begin on Friday, March 30 at 6:00p.m. and end on Saturday, March 31 at
6:00p.m. A sheet will be posted for prayer warriors to sign up for 30 minute intervals.
→April 1, Resurrection Sunday. Community Sunrise Service, Richlands High School, 6:30a.m.
Joint Worship Service, 11:00a.m.
“True worship is constant, inner praise to the God of Scripture, expressed in prayer, in song, in service, in giving and in living.”
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Christian Men’s Fellowship
Ben Black CMF President.

Our February meeting was held on the 5th with 9 men in attendance. Pastor Bill Pollack brought us our devotion, and Dennis Jones brought us a delicious Snack, Thank you to both of you.
th
→On Saturday February 17 , we had our Monthly Birthday breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville,
with 15 men present. We celebrated the birthdays of; Ted Stamey, Jason Lester, Billy Jones, Jose Cabera,
Doug Nikkel and Jeremy Holley, Happy Birthday to all our Men who are another day older, and another year
wiser. Those birthday men who could not make it, we also held them up and wished them a happy birthday,
even if they had other commitments, or chose to be elsewhere.
th
→Our March Birthday Breakfast will be on Saturday the 17 , at 7:30 am. We will be celebrating the birthdays
of: Adam Murphy, Dennis Jones, Mike Gurganus & Patrick Richmond (who the USMC has chosen to reassign
to the South Carolina Area, so we will have to really raise our voices, so he can hear us or just catch him on
Facebook and wish him a happy birthday). And if I have missed anyone I do apologize because I do want to
wish each & every one of you a very happy birthday and more to come. Please come on out to Angie’s on the
third Saturday of each month at 7:30 AM, (we start gathering shortly after 7:00 am) and enjoy the fellowship
and a FREE BREAKFAST (for your Birthday).
th
→As you are reading this we are planning for our next Soup and sandwich on the 4
of March, after the 11:00
service, hope to see you there. A special thank you to all who provided soup, sandwiches or deserts, for our
last one on the 28th of January and especially to all who came to eat and fellowship.
We hope everyone had a wonderful Valentine’s day, but now we need to turn our attention Heavenward as
we prepare our hearts to remember the sacrifice our Lord and Savior Jesus gave for us. Let us remember the
fact that He took on all our sins and bore the burden upon himself to pay the price so that we can receive the
ultimate gift of eternal salvation.
→The Reverend Billy Graham excepted that gift and then shared the good news with so many people here on
earth over the years. He is now singing praises with our Lord and is being told “well done, good and faithful
servant”. I never had the opportunity to see Mr. Graham, except on tv, but my mother & father went to see
him several times and they shared the message of the Lord and the gift of salvation with me. I look forward
to the day I can sing praises to our Lord and savior with my them.
→Our March meeting will be on 5 March. at 7:00 pm. Tom Barbee will bring us our devotion and Pastor Bill
Pollack will bring the snack. Please keep these dates on your calendar and make plans to attend.

Christian Education Committee
Dennis Jones, Chair
There is a Christian Education Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 1 at 7 p.m. located in the
Fellowship Hall. The 2018 Christian Education Committee is in the process of evaluating current programs to see possible ways of strengthening them within the FCC family. Plans are being developed for the 2018 Vacation Bible School,
scheduled for the week of June 24-29. If you have an interest in helping with any aspect of the VBS program, i. e.,
teaching, assisting teachers, food preparation, decorating before the VBS week begins, or coordinating music, please
contact the church office or any member of the Christian Education Committee [Dennis Jones, chairman; Julianna Paul;
Cynthia Tucker; April Jones; Ray Randall and Ben Black]. More updates on the upcoming VBS will be shared in the coming weeks. The Committee also works with the leaders of Sunday School classes and the Worship and Wonder Program, as well as, other areas of promoting Christian education to all members of the congregation. As Christians we all
should be seeking ways to strengthen our understanding of God’s mission for the Church, as well as, us as individuals. Remember Ephesians 4:11-13: “So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in
the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ.”

Notes of Gratitude
Thanks to CWF for the house restoring party…. Thanks to First Christian Church family for their love, support, prayers,
and gifts. (Betty Apodaca)
You nourished our bodies and you lifted our spirits. Thank you all for your gracious hospitality to all of us.
(Alexzenia Whaley Family)
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Serving in March
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
March 4 — Taylor Jones
March 11 — Kalynn Adkins
March 18 — Lyndsey Bleeker
March 25 — Lauren Bleeker
Audio/Video—8:30 Worship
March 4 — Jennifer Fletcher
March 11 — Tom Barbee
March 18 — Ben Black
March 25 — Will Holley
Audio/Video—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
March 4 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
March 11 — Dianne Randall, Ray Randall
March 18 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
March 25 — Hallie Wright, Jay Wright
Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
March 4 — Terry Jarman
March 11 — Brenda Huffman, Lenny Silva
March 18 — Kim Metts
March 25 — Ben Black, Beverly Black
Diaconate
March 4 — Mike Lechette, Roy Metts, Ethan Richmond,
Courtney Rogers
March 11 — Ralph Murphy, Edward Williams, Josh Adkins,
Will Holley
March 18 — John Anderson, Vicki Paul, Beth Lechette, Olivia
Lechette
March 25 — Mac Tucker, Mike Bennetch, Colton Metts,
Adam Murphy
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
March 4 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
March 11 — Kim Metts, Ben Black
March 18 — Mark Lunceford, April Jones
March 25 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
Serving At The Heritage
March 4 — Billy Jones
March 11 — Jane Anderson
March 18 — Terry Jarman
March 25 — Kim Metts
Greeters—8:30 Worship
March 4 — Carolyn McGowan
March 11 — Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganus
March 18 — Brenda Pike
February 25 — Ruth Divens
Greeters—11:00 Worship
February 4 — Earla Forester, Shelby Goodrode
February 11 — Jay Wright, Hallie Wright
February 18 — Betty Apodaca, Jane Horne
February 25 — Mara Adkins, Tim Adkins

Nursery
March 4 — Jese Brown, Christa Boston
March11 — Elyse Byrnes, Lexi Byrnes
March18 — Cyndi Tucker
March25 — Mallorie Adkins, Liz Paul
Supper Menu
March 7 — Chili and Baked Potatoes
March 14 —
March 21 —
March 28-Worship & Wonder
March 4 — Vicki Paul, Valerie Padgett, Lexi Byrne
March 11 — April Jones, Colton Metts
March 18 —Juli Paul, Debbie Rogers, Beth Lechette
March 25 — Beverly Black, Tammy Gurganus, Felicity Markl
Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne

1 Cindy Tucker, Felicity
Markl
3 Ryland Adkins
4 Adam Murphy
5 Jane Anderson
6 Brenda Whitaker
7 Vicie Ruff
12 Shelby Goodrode
13 Dennis Jones
14 Mike Gurganus
16 Kelly Richmond
17 Irene Futrell, Amanda
Rocker

20 Suzie Bennetch
23 Judy Maxwell, Debbie
Wilson
24 Patrick Richmond
27 Peggie Clark
If your March birthday is
not listed, please contact
the Church office so we can
update our files.
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