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A Pastoral Perspective
Rev. Bill Pollack, Senior Minister
While staying with them, He ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait therefore the promise
of the Father. “This,” He said, is what you heard from Me; for John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” When the day of Pentecost had
come, they were all together in one place...All of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them
ability.” (Acts 1:4-5; 2:1, 4)

The promises of God are true and firm. We can believe the word of God and
stand firm in our faith and trust in all He says. How true this is as we turn our
gaze from an empty tomb to an upper room filled with the glory of God’s Holy
Spirit filling the lives of His faithful followers at Pentecost. This is such an amazing story that still captures my attention and challenges my faith. This is the story that begins the Church as we know it. This
story reveals the power that can be if we will be like the early
disciples. So, what was the secret to
the day of Pentecost?
Our scripture from the Book of Acts gives us clear insight as to how Pentecost occurred. There was
first an obedience to Jesus’ command to wait in Jerusalem for the promise to come. It would have been
easy for the disciples to return to their homes and the work they had left behind in following the Lord.
But they obeyed and re-gathered in an upper room; the followers of Jesus waiting for the fulfillment of
His word.
Next, they came together in unity and consensus. “They were all together in one place.”
This implies more than just a gathering of people in a room. They are seen as coming together with a
purpose. It is surely a response to Jesus’ command to wait; but I believe the scripture speaks to a greater
goal. In Acts 1:14, we find that those together “were constantly devoting themselves to prayer”. This
indicates that they were not simply sitting, eating and talking among each other; but were seriously
praying for the direction which was soon to come upon them and within them. And then it happened!
While they were preparing themselves, the promise of the Father visited them with an extra-ordinary
display of power that would forever change their lives. The sound of a violent, rushing wind; along with
tongues of fire which became visible manifestations upon each of their heads, culminates in them being
filled with the Holy Spirit. This was the beginning of a great and fruitful ministry through the sharing of
the good news with people from all over the known world. They preached Jesus, crucified and risen.
They shared hope with those were thinking of giving up. They shared themselves and their possessions
to the needy. They were living out the life of Jesus in the midst of this new day.
And so, I find myself considering the early faithful ones and ask, “Am I like them?” Do I possess the
same resolve and courage; the same drive and faith as these in the Book of Acts. I find myself examining my efforts and response. How do I measure up? Am I willing to continue the ongoing mission of
sharing the good news with a passion seen in the earlier disciples; and even in the lives of our today
faithful? I desire this. I will continue to prepare myself for a new visitation of the Holy Spirit in our day!
Will you join me?

Beyond The Pulpit
Rev. Kim Holley
The end of the school year is here. The talk of EOGs, prom dresses, and graduation preparations
are all around. Please be in prayer for all of our students, teachers, and parents as they take on
these final school days. Pray for clear minds, determination, and safe celebrations for all.
Also, the discussions of VBS leaders, decorations, and dinners is upon us. We are still in need of
leaders, assistants, and cooks for this year’s Vacation Bible School. If you or someone you know
is interested in helping with VBS, please let me or Kim Metts know.
Lastly, if you ever find yourself without something to do in the evenings, head out to Steed Park
for some recreation baseball and softball games. We have several children and youth who are
playing. I’m certain that seeing your face along the sidelines would mean more than you can
imagine. If we are going to continue growing our children and youth in the faith, we must continue to grow with them in relationship outside the church walls as well. If you need information
about game times, let me know. Hope to see you there!
In Christ’s Love,
Kim

The Worship Committee met recently and discussed different ideas for our worship services. We
made plans for Mother’s Day, Pentecost Sunday, Father’s Day and Graduation Sunday. All ladies
were recognized on Mother’s Day with a carnation bowl. Thank you ladies for the positive impact
you have on our church, your family and others. Everyone is asked to wear red for Pentecost Sunday which is June 4th. We will recognize the men on Father’s Day with a small token to show our
love and gratitude. Also In conjunction with the Social Committee we will have an ugly tie contest during each worship service and breakfast. All men that wish to participate please wear an
ugly tie for breakfast and for whichever worship service you attend. Prizes will be awarded to the
winners. A video of our graduating seniors will be presented on Graduation Sunday during each
worship service

“I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD.” Psalm
122:1 KJV

We are continuing to wish all our graduates all the luck over the next few weeks and are
looking forward to Sunday the 11th of June, when we will be presenting the scholarships, and
their certificates.
Made final arrangements for the handing out of the Mother’s Day pins and Bible markers. I am pleased to say as of the writing of this letter, I have even seen several of our mothers
wearing their pins on Sundays.
Ray Randal brought us our devotion and spoke about “Say Yes to God”. Ray reminded
us that God did give us “Free Will”. And it is up to each one of us to decide if we are going to
answer his calling and say, “Yes Lord I will do as you ask”, or for us to continue to say later
God. Edward Williams brought us our snack. Thank you to you both.
On Saturday May 20th, we had our Monthly Birthday breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in
Jacksonville, with 19 men present. We celebrated the birthdays of; Matthew Jarman, Derik Bennett, Jonny Anderson, Rusty Maxwell, Elliot Scott, Brandon Rogers, and Terry Jarman. Terry
came and enjoyed a free breakfast, complements of his fellow brothers in Christ, Happy Birthday
to all our Men who are another day older, and another year wiser. Those birthday men who could
not make it, we also held them up and wished them a happy birthday, even if they had other
commitments, chose to take the day off and sleep in or just forgot as one did last month.
Our June Birthday Breakfast will be on the 17th, at 7:30 am. We will be celebrating the
birthdays of: Robert McGowan, Pastor Bill Pollack, Jim Barbee, Bennie Clark, William Jones,
Allan Mills, Mike Baysden, Joshua Killough, Craig Bennetch, and Vic Carter. And if I have
missed anyone I do apologize because I do want to wish each & every one of you a very happy
birthday and more to come.
Please come on out to Angie’s on the third Saturday at 7:30 AM, (we start gathering
shortly after 7:00 am) and enjoy the fellowship and a FREE BREAKFAST (for your Birthday).
Our June meeting will be held on the 5th, at 7:00pm. Charles Whitaker will share our
devotion and Ben Black will be bring our snack.
Please keep these dates on your calendar and make plans to attend.

Submitted by Ben Black CMF President

Please see Shawn Richmond

On May 9, 2017, the Easter Circle met in the church fellowship hall with 14 ladies present.
Chairperson Tammy Gurganus gave the opening prayer after we shared prayer concerns and
praises.
One of our worship leaders, Peggy Jarman, shared a poem for our devotion titled “A Mother’s
Love” appropriately selected with Mother’s Day on the upcoming Sunday. The scripture she
used was Ephes. 6: 1-3. She also shared a humorous article “If You Were Born before 1945…”
which some of us could relate to. It was about how things have changed over the years with all
the new technology, etc.
For old business, we mentioned what a blessing Tammy, Kristy and Kay Heath received by going
to and feeding the ones at Jacksonville Homeless Shelter. We then went over the food and decorations for our dance, “Dancing in the Moonlight,” which was held on Friday night, May 19th.
Thanks to Terry and Mike we now have new lights for events in the CLC. We also discussed
replacing the cabinet that holds our bears and hearts for ones with serious health issues. Tom
Barbee will be purchasing one for us.
For new business, the CWM has purchased nabs for the golf tournament and asked several ladies
to bake cookies for this also. Coming up 6-5-17, ALL ladies in the church and any friend/s outside are invited to meet at the Golden Corral in Jacksonville, by 6:15 PM for a ladies’ night out
for good food and fellowship. Lastly, CWM will recognize our five high school graduates at the
11 o’ clock service. They are Will Holley, Beth Lechette, Colton Metts, Adam Murphy and
Julianna Paul. We will be presenting each with a monetary gift. The circle’s treasurer’s report
was given by Shirley Woodard & also the balance in our Christmas box. Brenda Huffman also
gave the CWM treasury balance.
For our service project, we are giving an individual a monetary gift. The circle ladies also fed 2
families. Tammy shared 3 thank you cards from 1 individual, the American Cancer Assoc. and
one from the Phillipians Place which had been service projects in the past. After delicious refreshments served by Kristy and Irene, Beverly prayed.
Respectfully Submitted,
Mary Ann Metts, Secretary

All women are welcome to attend our Ester Circle Women’s Ministry

Graduate Sunday Recognition
June 11, 11:00 Service

Congratulations
Will Holley, Beth Lechette,
Colton Metts, Adam Murphy,
Julianna Paul, Kenny Rouse,
Anthony Rowcliffe

All Dad’s get Eggs to Order

Dad’s dig into that closet and fine your most ugliest tie and wear
them on June 18 to either service.

June 4

Pentecost

June 11, 5PM

June 12, 7PM

There is still time to sign up. See Rev. Kim Holley

7:30 AM
Angie’s Restaurant, Jacksonville
All men are invited

If you would like to volunteer, please see Kim Metts or
Rev. Kim Holley.
There are many opportunities.

Communion Set Up & Pick Up 8:30 Worship
Donna Muller
Terry Jarman

June 4

Susan Barbee

Beverly Black, Debbie Rogers, Will Holley

June 18 April Jones, Karen Metts, Beth Lechette

June 18 Susan Barbee

June 25 Vicki Paul, Debbie Rogers, Olivia Lechette

June 25 Susan Barbee

Serving At The Heritage
Jane Anderson

June 11

Terry Jarman

June 18

Kim Metts

June 25

Ben Black

Serving At The Lord’s Table
Elders

Communion Set & Pick Up-11:00 Worship
June 4

Terry Jarman

June 11

Jane Anderson

June 18

Kim Metts & Karen Metts

June 25

Shirley Woodard

Greeters -11:00 Worship
June 4

Terry Jarman, Dianne Randall

June 11 Dennis & Ann Jones
June 18 Bob & Shirley Woodard
June 25 John & Jane Anderson

Kay Payne-Piano
Janet Bryan-Organ

June 11 Cathy Cabrera, Colton Metts

June 11 Susan Barbee

June 4

11:00 Worship

Worship and Wonder

Greeters - 8:30 Worship
June 4

Piano 8:30 Worship

Kay Payne
Kim McGowan

June 4

Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman

June 11

Kim Metts, Ben Black

June 18

Tom Barbee, Ray Randall

June 25

Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman

Deacons/Deaconesses
June 4

Von Jarman, Taylor Bostic,
Julianna Paul, Colton Metts

June 11

April Jones, Edward Williams,
Josh Adkins, Courtney Rogers

June 18

Ralph Murphy, Stanly Bryan,
Adam Murphy, Ethan Richmond

June 25

Karen Metts, Donald Morton,
Will Holley, Julianna Paul

Nursery - 11:00 Worship
June 4

Shannon and Randall Jones

June 11

Dawn Taylor, Kristy Cottle

June 18 Katie Ripolio, Courtney Rogers

*Please Note*
If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please make arrangements
to switch with someone . Thank You

June 25 Patricia Jones, Terry Jarman

Acolytes 11:00 Worship
June 4

Peyton Adkins

June 11

Taylor Jones

June 18

Aaliyah Duganne

June 25

Jason Lester

Sound Room
8:30 a.m. Worship
June 4 Jeremy Holley
June 11 Tom Barbee
June 18 Ben Black
June 25 Jeremy & Will Holley

11:00 a.m. Worship
Ken Brown/Cindy Lunceford
Ken Brown/Cindy Lunceford
Ken Brown/Cindy Lunceford
Ken Brown/Cindy Lunceford

