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“LORD, we ask that You would give us Your vision for our lives, in Jesus’ name 
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It’s Independence Day—the day we celebrate how free we are in the U.S.! But I’m going 
to say something strange for the 4th of July: People in America aren’t really free. Just 
look around: Bitter partisanship and anger and bitterness—is that freedom? The      
constant struggle to have more money and stuff—is that freedom? The fear of death 
that leads people to spend whatever possible just to stay alive a little longer—is that 
freedom? Pride over sin parading through the streets—is that freedom? Here’s some-
thing we need to understand: You can live in the U.S. and still not be free. You can be 
free and still not be free. 

At least that’s what Jesus says. The Jews of his day were proud of their freedom too, 
just as you and I are to be Americans. They said, “We are Abraham’s descendants and 
have never been slaves of anyone.” Sounds very American, doesn’t it? Listen to Jesus’ 
response: “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Those Jews were 
wrong about freedom. The real master in our world isn’t a foreign country, it’s sin. 
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Would you agree? When greed grabs your heart 
and controls your life, you’re not free. When bitterness fills your mind and guides your 
tongue, you’re not free. When alcohol or lust control your body, you’re not free. 
“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.” Can we argue with that? 

Here’s the irony: We think that the more we can do what we want, the freer we are. We 
say: “It’s a free country, so I can do whatever I want!” Do you know where that thought 
started? In the Garden of Eden. With a snake. “If you do what you want, if you eat this 
fruit, then you will be free, then you will have the knowledge of good and evil. The more 
you get to do what you want, the freer you are!” What’s the truth? Having the freedom 
to do what I want makes me even more a slave to sin.  

Do you want to be really free? Listen to Jesus: “To the Jews who had believed him,   
Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then you will 
know the truth, and the truth will set you free.’” Getting my way isn’t freedom—not in 
Jesus’ eyes. Freedom doesn’t come from a country or a political party. It comes from 
the truth. “The truth will set you free.” The devil’s lie is that freedom is doing what you 
want. The truth is that real freedom is trusting in what Jesus did for you.  

Now think again of our country. What do we need? Not a certain political party. Not a 
change in the laws. What do we need? The truth. We need more of God’s Word. That’s 
what changes hearts. That’s what changes minds. Whenever you feel weighed down by 
sin, God’s truth will set you free. Whenever you feel trapped by worry, God’s truth will 
set you free. Whenever you feel surrounded by sadness, God’s truth will set you free. 
We celebrate our countries freedom this month and we should, but May we remember 
to turn too and celebrate the one who has truly set us free.  

Pastor Mark 



Christian Men’s Fellowship (CMF) News 

 
   The CMF met on Monday, June 6th for our regular monthly meeting. President Tom Barbee presented a program based on two 
historical events that took place in June:  first, President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s radio prayer regarding the D-Day Invasion in 
Normandy on June 6, 1944; secondly, the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in June 1947.  President FDR offered an extensive 
prayer to all Americans requesting that they continue to pray for all the Allied Forces, including all Americans, involved in the 
defeat of Germany during WWII.  Tom also informed the group of the great importance of a Holy Lands shepherd finding clay 
pots which had preserved seven Biblical scrolls, mostly recorded before the birth of Jesus Christ.  The scrolls were recorded in 
Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek languages. 

   The group made plans for two June events:  Senior Graduation Scholarship presentations and providing a meal for the VBS.  On 
Sunday, June 12th, during the 11 a.m. worship service, the CMF presented $500 scholarships to each of our four graduating sen-
iors:  Dylan Appleyard, Austin Lambert, Jodi Paul and Mia Reid.   Furthermore, on Wednesday, June 22nd, the CMF provided ham-
burgers and hot dogs to all the participants during VBS. 

   On Saturday, June 18th, ten young and older men gathered at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville to celebrate the Birthday 
Breakfasts of Robert McGowan, Bennie Clark and Vic Carter. Our next scheduled Birthday Breakfast will be Saturday, July 16th, at 
7:15 a.m. at Angie’s.  All men, young and old, are invited to attend!  We have several July birthdays for our men, including John 
Tripp (2nd), Mark Lunceford (7th), Ken Brown (16th), Allen Barbee (20th), Taylor Bostic (21st), Brian Jones (25th) and Charles Whita-
ker (29th).   

   Another planned upcoming event is scheduled for the same day, Saturday, July 16th.  The CMF invites everyone to attend a 
Kinston Wood Ducks baseball game.  The church van will leave the church at 4 p.m. for the 5 p.m. game in Kinston.  Each partici-
pant will pay for their own admission ticket.  If the group has ten or more individuals to attend, there will be a discount.  

   Our next monthly CMF meeting will be held on TUESDAY, JULY 5TH AT 7 P.M., since July 4th falls on the first Monday of the 
month.  We really need all men of the church to recognize that this is their opportunity to gather with other men of God in a 
fellowship environment.  Bob Woodard promises to provide a good Christian devotion.  So, all men of God, rise up and attend!  

        Dennis E. Jones 

        CMF Reporter 
Cooking for VBS 

July 5th 7PM CMF Meeting  

July 6th No Adult Bible Study Morning or Evening 

July 9th Game Night for All ages 6:30 PM 

July 11th Board Meeting 7PM 

July 12th CWF Meeting 7PM 

July 16th Men's’ Breakfast at Angie's  7:15 AM, CMF Wood Ducks Game See Dennis Jones Or Tom Barbee 

July 29th 5th Friday Sing has returned.  

July 31st STARS LUNCH-Christmas in JULY 

July 16th-Baseball Game 



  Social Committee invites you: 

July 9th, 2022.   

 Please join us for Cornhole and Board Games at 6:30Pm in CLC for some fun, relaxation and 
snacks. Beat the Heat-Variety of card games, Board Games and Cornhole.   

"Wisdom belongs to the aged, and understanding to the old," says Job 12:12, reminding us of the value of speaking 
with older adults. 1 Kings 12:6 tells us that Solomon once sought the expertise of older men who helped him make 
important decisions about the kingdom of Israel. 

 

Our STARS here at First Christian Church are shining brightly.  Recently following the 11:00 worship service we     
enjoyed a delicious meal and a time of fellowship.  The STARS who haven’t been attending our events are             
encouraged to join us when we meet again.  As the old saying goes, “try it, you might like it.” 

 

Our next STARS lunch is scheduled for July 31
st
 following the 11:00 worship service. 

The theme is “Join us in the CLC for Christmas in July.”  Please mark your calendar and 

make plans to attend. 

 

Our earthly bodies become weary as we age, and you may also notice aches or pains. Take comfort in knowing the 
Lord shall renew your strength, according to Isaiah 40:31. "Then they'll soar on wings like eagles; they'll run and not 
grow weary; they'll walk and not grow tired," promises this comforting verse. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-17 echoes this sentiment, stating "Though outwardly we are wearing out, inwardly we are renewed 
day by day. Our suffering is light and temporary and is producing for us an eternal glory that is greater than anything 
we can imagine." God has big plans for you, and you will have a lifetime of everlasting joy when you enter heaven's 
gates. 

 

“May the grace of Christ our Savior and the Father’s boundless love with the Holy Spirit’s favor rest upon us from 
above.  Thus may we abide in union with each other and the Lord, and possess in sweet communion joys which earth 
cannot afford.” 

We need your help. Volunteers are 
needed for the Sound room and 
Welcome Station on  Sundays, both 
services.  

Sound room duties: runs the already prepared slide presentation or soundboard. 

Welcome station duty: check people in for attendance. 

If you are interested please contact Tim Adkins for Sound Room and Mara Adkins 
for Welcome Station. 



  2 John Tripp, Maddie Reid 

  7 Mark Lunceford, Libby Mobley 

  9 Cathy Cabrera 

14 Valerie Padgett, Jackie Wilkins 

15 Angela Bostic 

16 Ken Brown 

18 Allen Barbee 

20 Elyse Byrne, Reba Farrior,  

    Thomas Nelson 

21 Taylor Bostic, Marshall Byrne,  

     Ann Ridge 

24 Violet Taylor, Rachel Howard 

27 Richard Quirk 

28 Carolyn McGowan 

29 Charles Whitaker 

30 Lucy Hernandez 

SAMARITAN SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

Samaritan’s Purse continues aiding anyone, anywhere, anytime.  They 

are the hands & feet of Christ, as are you when you help provide for 

the Samaritan Shoebox Ministry each year.  The shoeboxes that we 

pack each fall are so much more than a shoebox filled with items.  It 

is a tool used to present Jesus Christ to those around the world who 

may have never heard of Him.  Please help us make this ministry a 

success in 2022.  There will be a list provided each month of the 

items needed to fill the shoeboxes.  Any items you purchase can be 

left in the vestibule in the red container.   

Items to bring in for July Samaritan Shoebox Ministry is as follows: 

5” to 7” Stuffed Animals 

Youth Flip Flops 

Youth T-Shirts 

Thank you for your continued support of this ministry. 

Brenda Huffman 


