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A Pastor’s Perspective
The Making of True Freedom
Rev. Bill Pollack, Senior Minister

T

hen Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in
Him, “If you continue in My word, you are truly My
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the
truth will make you free.” (John 8:31-32) In just a few days,
we will celebrate the 241st birthday of a nation forged with
the resolve to give the ultimate sacrifice so all might be
free. The men and women who offered themselves with
complete abandonment did so because they believed that
freedom was an idea to consider; an ideal that deserved
their all. They believed this most certainly attainable if the commitment to see the fight
through was present. We know the fruit of their “blood, sweat and tears” as we live freely in
what is most certainly the greatest country on earth. I, for one, am grateful to all the men
and women, past, present and future who are willing to offer themselves to protect the
rights, privileges and freedoms I sometimes take for granted. May you and I never forget
their resolve to fulfill their duty. May we always remember that freedom isn’t free; the cost
is real and great, and worth all that is required. May God bless America, the land that we
love!
In the recently experienced days past, or the ones just ahead; the opportunity to gather together in worship will be (or has been) possible. How is it that you and I are privileged to assemble in our church meeting house and worship with our hearts and voices? What is the
cause of our fellowship? What is the foundation on which we stand as we worship and fellowship as one body?
I would like to offer that all this is made real because of a table, the Table that continues to
meet us where we are and fill us with the strength and resolve to continue our journey of
faith. I would even be more specific and relate that it is not the Table, but the One who has
made the Table possible for us. God, our heavenly Father, prepared His table and set it in our
midst. He offered it to people like us; those who cannot do for ourselves what needs to be
done for life to be abundant! Because He knows our greatest need; He gives Himself. I believe Jesus is sharing this possibility when He challenges the Jewish converts in our text
above. It is not the Table that saves us. It is the One whom we remember when we come to
the table; just as we are. It is at the Table we can learn about Him and the truth He has to
offer to “whosoever will” accept His offer of grace, forgiveness and hope. It is at the Table
that we experience the Truth that can set us free.
As we celebrate our nation’s birth; let us also remember to celebrate Jesus, who can and will
teach us truth so we can be free from sin and alive to Him forever! We are so blessed to live
in America. Therefore, may America bless God, and come to be truly free in Him who we
love!

Chalice News Page 1 | July 2017

Beyond The Pulpit
Rev. Kim Holley, Associate Minister

The

month of June ended with a BANG! We had an awesome service on June 25 including a fabulous message by Pastor Bill and great music by the Praise Team. Then we jumped straight into Vacation Bible
School. Praising our King! Now that’s a way to end a month!
I want to thank everyone who helped out with the golf tournament and VBS as well as everyone who made our graduates feel special on Graduate Sunday. June is always a bittersweet month for our youth ministry as we watch our graduates move on and then accept the rising 6th graders into the group. The emotions go back and forth between hope,
sorrow, and excitement. Yet, through it all we are grateful to our Father for allowing us the opportunity to minister to
each of our children…regardless of age.
During the month of July, the youth and children’s ministries are going to
take a short break. In Mark 6, Jesus and the disciples had been so busy
teaching that they had not even had a chance to eat, so Jesus takes them
on a short break from the crowds so they could get some rest. While the
youth and children’s leaders have not gone without eating, it is time for
a short rest. This is not to say we will not have some events during July,
but we will not be having Wednesday evening suppers or youth/
children’s Bible studies. We will resume Wednesday evening activities on
August 9th.
During our “break,” we will be looking for people to help teach the youth and children on Wednesdays. If you feel the
call or have a desire to help with suppers or teaching any age from birth through 12 th grade, please let us know. You
could assist for a short-term period or long-term….we are flexible! You can contact Kim Holley at 910.340.4222, Shawn
Richmond (Youth Chair) at 910.554.5121, Vicki Paul (Children’s Chair) at 910.238.6392, or Cindy Lunceford (Education
Chair) at 910.389.6854.
Don’t miss the opportunity to serve our Lord and His children.

Notes of Gratitude
Thanks so much! The phrase is simple and the words are few, but behind them is a whole of appreciation.
(Love, Tracy & Linda Whaley)
Thanks from the bottom of my heart for the graduation gifts. (Anthony Rowcliffe)
Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Vacation Bible School a great success! The kids of ALL ages (birth to 100)
had a great time learning more about King David and his relationship with our Heavenly King. The gifts of prayer, love,
funds, and time were appreciated more than you know.
(Kim Holley & Kim Metts, VBS Directors)
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You Are Invited!

All ladies are invited and encouraged to attend a
floating Baby Shower for Lynda Black (daughter of Ben
and Beverly Black) on Sunday, July 23 from 2—4 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall. Lynda is registered at Wal-Mart.
Come and enjoy the fun and fellowship as we celebrate the arrival of a baby BOY!

Esther Circle News
Mary Ann Metts, Secretary
The Esther Circle did not have a meeting in June. However, the ladies, all ages, had a night
out at the Golden Corral on June 5th. It was a good night for delicious food and great fellowship.
Our business in June was to present our five graduating high school seniors with a monetary
gift on June 11th at the 11 o’ clock service. The seniors we recognized were Will Holley, Beth
Lechette, Colton Metts, Julianna Paul and Adam Murphy. We are so proud of these graduates.
On June 18th, the Christian Women’s Ministry presented the fathers with a gift showing a token of our appreciation for
all they have done and do in our lives and for the glory of God.
Our next meeting is scheduled for July 11th with Ann Jones as our hostess.
We welcome all ladies, all ages, to join us on this night. We would like for you to join us to carry on the work of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. We would appreciate very much your new and or different ideas.
Thanks and God bless!

Mark Your Calendar!
The Social Committee and the Christian Women’s Ministry invite you to join them for an Ice Cream Social and
Movie on Sunday, July 16 beginning at 2:30 p.m. It will be a fun afternoon of fellowship. Bring your friends
and join us.
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Christian Men’s Fellowship News
Ben Black, CMF President
Our June meeting was held on the 5th with 9 men in attendance. We made final
arrangements for graduate Sunday the 11th of June, when we presented our graduates with their scholarships and certificates. A very hearty “Well Done to all our
Grads”.
Charles Whitaker brought us our devotion and spoke about “Matthew 28”. He
spoke about the 11 disciples going to Galilee, …“to the mountain where Jesus had
told them to go. When they saw him they worshiped him; but some doubted.
Then Jesus came to them and said “All Authority in heaven and on earth has been
given me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.
And surely, I am with you always, even to the very end of the age.”
On Saturday June 17th, we had our monthly birthday breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville, with 15 men present. We celebrated the birthdays of: Robert McGowan, Pastor Bill Pollack, Jim Barbee, Bennie Clark, William Jones,
Allan Mills, Mike Baysden, Joshua Killough, Craig Bennetch, and Vic Carter, two of them came and enjoyed a free
breakfast, compliments of their fellow brothers in Christ. Happy Birthday to all our men who are another day older,
and another year wiser. Those birthday men who could not make it, we also held them up and wished them a happy
birthday, even if they had other commitments, or chose to take the day off and sleep in.
Our July Birthday Breakfast will be on the 15th at 7:30 a.m. We will celebrate the birthdays of: John Tripp, Jonathan
Adkins, Austin Rogers, Nicolas Bristow, Mark Lunceford, David Britt, Ken Brown Allen Barbee, Taylor Bostic, Bryan
Jones, Richard Quirk, Charles Whitaker, Richard Barbee, Harold McGowan and Cameron Jones. And if I have missed
anyone I do apologize because I do want to wish each & every one of you a very happy birthday and more to come.
Please come on out to Angie’s on the third Saturday at 7:30 a.m., (we start gathering shortly after 7:00 a.m.) and enjoy
the fellowship and a FREE BREAKFAST (for your Birthday).
Our July meeting will be held on the 3rd at 7 p.m. Dennis Jones will bring us our devotion and Charles Whitaker will
bring our snack.
Please keep these dates on your calendar and make plans to attend.

You are Invited
to a Saturday
Sing!
Please join us for an
evening of praise
through song and testimony, Saturday, July 15,
beginning at 6:30 p.m.
here at First Christian
Church, Richlands. Our
musicians this month are the Highway Revival and
they will be joined by Steps to Glory. Come out and
enjoy great fellowship as we offer our praise to God,
who is faithful and loving toward us all. See you then!

Words from FDR
We still remain true to the faith of our fathers who
established religious liberty when the nation began.
We must remember, too, that our forebears in every
generation, and wherever they established their
homes, made prompt and generous provision for the
institutions of religion. We must continue their steadfast reliance upon the providence of God.
No greater blessing could come to our land today than
a revival of the spirit of religion. I doubt if there is any
problem in the world today — social, political or economic — that would not find happy solution if approached in the spirit of the Sermon on the Mount.
—Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1938
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Worship Committee News
Terry Jarman, Chair
There has been a lot happening in the life of the church. We
celebrated Pentecost Sunday and the birthday of the church
on June 4th. A media clip of our graduating Seniors was
presented during both worship services on June
11. Congratulations Seniors!
The men of the church were given a tape measure on Father’s Day to let them know that they “measure up to be great
a father figure and God’s love for them is beyond measure.” Since June is PTSD Awareness month everyone was
asked to wear something teal colored on Sunday, June 25th. In observance of our nation’s independence, Sunday, July
2nd is Patriotic Sunday. The committee requests that everyone wear something red, white or blue. Stay tuned for other exciting activities that are being planned for the church.
Thank you to everyone who helps promote our ministries and the different activities in the church. One thing is for
certain, “Jesus is alive and well in First Christian Church!”

Outreach Committee News
Jane Anderson, Chair
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of My, you did it to Me.” (Matthew 25:40)
When Hurricane Matthew made its way through Eastern North Carolina last October,
thousands of people were displaced and suffered catastrophic loss. Because there is
still need for ongoing restoration; the Outreach Committee here at First Christian
Church, Richlands, is making plans to be in ministry for His kingdom. July 31 through
August 5 is the week that will change the lives of “the least of these”, as we go to
“Love All” while we “Worship One”. If you are 14 years and older, you are invited to
join us in this awesome display of God’s love for others. We will travel to Fayetteville, NC to help in construction
projects within the area. All levels of skills are welcome and needed! A meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 5 at
7:30 p.m. If you would like more information about this opportunity to serve, please contact Jane Anderson or Mark
Lunceford.

Celebrating Birthdays In July!
2 John Tripp
3 Jonathan Adkins
5 Austin Rogers
6 Nicolas Bristow
7 Mark Lunceford
Libby Mobley
8 David Britt
9 Cathy Cabrera
11 Kristin Bristow, Tommy Britt
13 Kim Holley
14 Valerie Padgett, Jackie Wilkins
15 Angela Bostic
16 Ken Brown
18 Emily Wells

19 Ethan Richmond
20 Allen Barbee, Reba Farrior
21 Taylor Bostic
24 Violet Taylor
25 Brian Jones, Devan Murphy
27 Richard Quirk
28 Carolyn McGowan
29 Charles Whitaker
31 Richard Barbee, Harold McGowan, Cameron Jones
If your July birthday is not listed, please contact the
Church office so we can update our files.
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Serving in July
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
July 2—Cameron Jones
July 9—Tarique Adkins
July 16—Peyton Adkins
July 23—Taylor Jones
July 30—Aaliyah Duganne
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
July 2—Terry Jarman
July 9—Donna Muller
July 16—Tammy Gurganus
July 23—Terry Jarman
July 30—Donna Muller

Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
July 2—Cindy Lunceford
July 9—Ann Jones
July 16—Terry Jarman
July 23—Kristy Cottle
July 30—Debbie Rogers
Deacons/Deaconesses
July 2—Ashley Brown, David Murphy, Colton Metts, Josh
Adkins
July 9—Mike Gurganus, Von Jarman, Courtney Rogers, Adam Murphy
July 16—Taylor Bostic, April Jones, Ethan Richmond, Julianna Paul
July 23—Edward Williams, Ralph Murphy, Colton Metts,
Josh Adkins
July 30—Stanley Bryan, Karen Metts, Will Holley, Adam
Murphy
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
July 2—Kim Metts, Ben Black
July 9—Tom Barbee, Ray Randall
July 16—Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
July 23—Kim Metts, Ben Black
July 30—Tom Barbee, Ray Randall

Nursery—11:00 Worship
July 2—Jese Brown, Christa Kaldens
July 9—Elyse & Lexi Byrne
July 16—Liz Paul & Terry Jarman
July 23—Mara & Mallorie Adkins
July 30—Brian & April Jones
Organist—11:00 Worship
Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship
Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship
Kay Payne
Serving At The Heritage
July 2—Tom Barbee
July 9—Ray Randall
July 16—Billy Jones
July 23—Jane Anderson
July 30—Terry Jarman
Sound Room—8:30 Worship
July 2—Jeremy Holley
July 9—Tom Barbee
July 16—Ben Black
July 23—Jeremy & Will Holley
July 30—Jeremy & Will Holley
Sound Room—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford
Worship and Wonder
July 2—Beverly Black, Debbie Rogers, Olivia Lechette
July 9—Cathy Cabrera, Josh Adkins
July 16—April Jones, Karen Metts, Adam Murphy
July 23—Vicki Paul, Debbie Rogers, Will Holley
July 30—Beverly Black Tammy Gurganus, Julianna Paul

Greeters—8:30 Worship
July 2—Ruth Divens
July 9—Carol Tripp
July 16—Mitch Gabe
July 23—Donna Muller
July 30—Brenda Pike
Greeters—11:00 Worship
July 2—Billy & Rosolyn Jones
July 9—David & Jennifer Murphy
July 16—Kim Metts
July 23—Mary Ann & Krystal Metts
July 30—Tim & Mara Adkins

If you are unable to serve on your scheduled date, please
make arrangements to switch with someone. Thank
You!
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