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Pastor Mark 

A WORD FOR THE CHURCH 

Pastor Mark Reid 

Jesus makes an important and paradoxical statement in Matthew 10:39; 

“Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will 

find it.” What does it look like to lose your life for his sake? How is it possi-

ble to find life as the result of losing it? You and I are only truly living to the 

degree that we’ve surrendered our lives to Jesus. True life is eternal, king-

dom-based, and fueled by the love of God. Life apart from God is fleeting 

and meaningless. It’s for this reason Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1:13 says, “I 

have seen everything that is done under the sun, and behold, all is vanity 

and a striving after wind.” 

We have opportunity every day to lay our lives down at the feet of Jesus in 

response to his great love that we might experience the abundant life only 

he can give. Surrender positions our hearts to receive the incredible reward 

of being fully God’s. God won’t force his blessings on us. He won’t force his 

presence or his love. He patiently draws us near, hoping that in response to 

his overwhelming affections we will lay down our lives that we might expe-

rience all the wonders he has in store for us. 

 



From Pastor Samuel To You,  
 
As we continue on in the new year, following the theme of “Surrender: Less of Me, More of You, 

In 2022” it’s important to consider the heart with which we surrender. This past Sunday, Pastor 

Mark spoke about surrendering in love, and how true surrender is done with a heart that loves 

and worships God. In Jeremiah 31, when the prophet prophecies of the coming new covenant 

with God’s people, he says on behalf of the Lord, “I will put my law in their minds, and write it on 

their HEARTS. I will be their God, and they will be my people.” Scripture is clear, our faith is not 

one of simple head knowledge, and it does not simply revolve around knowing about God. It is 

a faith that is centered around knowing Jesus, personally, relationally, and loving Him. The 

prophet says that God will write his law on our HEARTS. That specific language tells us that 

God was initiating a new covenant where following Christ, obeying his commands, and surren-

dering to Him would not be a drudgery, it would not just be some task that we feel obligated to 

do, even though it’s a pain. But rather, our surrender to Jesus, our obedience towards Him 

would actually be joyous! That we would love our God so deeply and personally, that it would 

overflow causing us to  surrender to Him, lay our life down, and obey. That it would be some-

thing that we love to do! True surrender, true obedience, is when it switches from a duty, to a 

delight. And we surrender, it is an act of worship to Jesus. Worship isn’t simply singing on a 

Sunday morning in a pew, Worship is the act and the process of continually handing over our 

lives to Christ, submitting to Him, and coming under His lordship. One of the greatest acts of 

worship to God is our obedience and surrender. And the greatest motivation for that surrender, 

is love. The one who knows God, loves and desires Him. The one who loves God, surrenders, 

and obeys, and rejoices in it. To truly know Christ is to cherish and worship Him, surrendering to 

Him, willfully, gladly, and joyfully. Because true surrender, as Pastor Mark reminded us this 

week, is done out of Love.  

Christian Men’s Fellowship 

All men are invited to attend our Monthly Meeting on the first Monday. February 7th at 7:00 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Each month we have a Birthday Breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville. If it is your birthday 

your breakfast is on us. So please come out for a great meal and fellowship on February 19th at 7:30 AM. 

Don’t’ forget CMF Soup & Sandwich will be on February 13th following 11:00 Service. This is open to 

all. $7.00 12yrs and older, $3.00 under 12yrs. $20.00 for family unit. All you can eat. 



                                                    Christian Women’s Fellowship 

 

   At our Jan. 11,  2022 meeting, twelve ladies were in attendance.  We shared prayer praises 

and concerns.  After this, Rosolyn gave the devotion, “Worship with Your Whole Life.”  The 

scripture was Romans 12: l.  Paul asks, “Do we offer our body as a living sacrifice?”  Do others 

see Jesus in us?   Shirley gave the opening prayer. 

   Several all-occasion cards were signed to have on hand.  A thank-you card was read.  At this 

time, we know of no individual or family who is in need of our preparing meals.  However, we 

are scheduled to feed the homeless shelter on Jan. 29th.  Our menu is fried chicken, green 

beans, scalloped potatoes, corn casserole, rolls, finger desserts, tea and lemonade.   All food 

needs to be in the church fellowship by 5:15 pm.  The ladies who are serving at the shelter 

need to leave the fellowship hall at 5:30 pm to be ready to serve the residents at 6 pm.   

   For our service project for the month, we are giving a monetary gift to a family whose son is 

hospitalized due to a hunting accident.  CHEW and RCOM are both supplied at this time.   

However, in February we are asked to donate  pop tarts, instant oatmeal and/or grits.  Con-

tainers are available in the church foyer for your donation.  Our congregation is welcome to 

contribute these items also. 

   Our treasurer gave a report on our receiving and giving for the year 2021. She also gave a 

report on our CWF standing after tonight’s donations and spending.   A report was also given 

on how much was received in the Christmas box tonight. 

   We planned a few fundraisers for 2022.  The first one is a ham dinner on March 20, 2022.  

The menu will be completed at our Feb. meeting.  We will also advise you of all other fund-

raisers closer to the time of each.  For your information, we have a  movie scheduled for May 

15, 2022 from 2:30 to 4:00.  There will be more about this also. 

   Hostesses were scheduled for the year.  Gayle Seal will be the hostess for Feb. 8th.  All First 

Christian ladies are invited to support CWF by attending. Refreshments were provided by   

Kristy and enjoyed by all. We closed with prayer. 

    

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary  



Samaritan Shoebox Ministry 
Nadia 
-and- 

A Doll 

While growing up in Ukraine I lived in a three-bedroom apartment with my family of 11. Toys were rare 
in our neighborhood. I remember one of my neighbors showing me her doll from her balcony because 
it was too valuable to bring outside. 
My father had a difficult time finding a job because he was the pastor of an underground church.    
Communism fell when I was 7, but Christians were still persecuted—even being thrown in jail for other 
people’s crimes. 

 

 

There were times when we had no food, but my mother would fast and stay up all night praying for 
God’s provision. He always came through for us, but when we sang “Jesus loves all the children of the 
world” at church, I wondered why he let some of us be poor. 

One day while my dad was in the countryside preaching, my mom loaded all nine of us kids on a bus to 
take us to an Operation Christmas Child outreach event. I was 10 at the time. 

“I thought, Is that for me? 

I felt so special—so loved!” 

As a Christian from a low-income family in Ukraine, I saw my shoebox gift as an answer to my mother’s prayers. 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/


 

The first thing that stood out to me when we arrived were all the smiling people. In the Ukraine then, 
people weren’t happy. Though I was already a Christian, I felt like the people leading the event truly 
showed me the light and joy found in Christ. 
As I received my shoebox gift along with all of my siblings, it was an answer to my mom’s prayers that 
God would provide. Inside my box, I found a doll wearing a dress and pink plastic heels. I was so sur-
prised, I thought, Is that for me? I felt so special—so loved! 
I was delighted to share my new treasure with my friends. Every day, we played with the doll together 
outside. Each night, one of my friends took her home for a sleepover. This continued day after day. 

“I was delighted to share my new treasure with my friends.” 

I moved to the United States with my family at age 14. I grew up, went to school, and got married. Three 
years ago, I was in a Christian store that was giving away empty Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. 
As they encouraged people to pack them, I realized I was a shoebox recipient as a little girl. From that 
point on, my husband and I and our three children began packing shoebox gifts to send to children in 
need. 
A year later, my parents started packing shoeboxes, too. They were like little kids as they filled the box-
es. They were so excited to be a part of answering the prayers of other families around the world. I also 
recently learned that my doll—which I received more than 20 years ago—is still being enjoyed by family 
friends in Ukraine. 
Today, I live in Ohio, and my prayer as I drop off my family’s shoeboxes is that God will work through 
our gifts and draw children closer to Himself. 
When I began speaking for Operation Christmas Child last year, I realized just how much of a spiritual 
difference my shoebox made in my life. It helped me experience God’s love and grow in my faith. I am 
grateful now to have the opportunity to share the importance of giving—in Jesus’ Name—with others. 
Copies, Operation Christmas Child. 

We can still receive still Christmas cards (new or recycled).  The past several years we have used the picture portion of 
the recycled Christmas cards in the shoeboxes.  Volunteers will write scripture and a personal note from FCC on the 
back side of the picture portion of the recycled Christmas cards.  Please do not discard your Christmas cards.  Please be 
sure to remove the personal message portion of the card before dropping them off at the church.  If you can, you could 
write the personal message and scripture on the backside before dropping them off.   
 
The items we will be collecting in February for this ministry: 
New or recycled Christmas Cards 
Sheets of Stickers (Christmas/Valentine stickers will be on sale) 
Small Stuffed Animals (Christmas/Valentine ones will be on sale at this time) 
Any shoebox size games, cards, toys, etc. that may be on sale after the holiday seasons 
Please remember we cannot pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives or military figures), 
chocolate or food, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items (glass, aerosol cans, etc.). 
Also, remember after each holiday (Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.) the stores will have the holiday items on 
sale.  This is always a good time to pick up stuffed animals, stickers, etc. with these holiday themes. 
 
Thank you for you love and support with this ministry,  

Brenda Huffman 

Samaritan Shoe cont... 

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/order-pre-printed-shoeboxes/






  1  Ted Stamey 

  3 Debbie Rogers, Jason Lester, Jose Cabrera 

  4 Billy Jones, Sue Blackwelder 

  6 Doug Nikkel 

13 Gwen Morton 

16 Linda Whaley, Mary Murphy 

17 Sarah Rhodes 

 

 

 

 

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord,  
praise his name; Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous deeds  
among all peoples! Psalm 96 

The new year brings opportunities for us to always Praise the Lord with singing. We  
look forward to sharing some of our favorite hymns with the congregation, such as  
Holy, Holy, Holy; My Jesus, I Love You, Thy Loving Kindness. Yes, February is  
the time when we celebrate our loved ones, and the greatest love we know, is that of  
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

I hope to begin rehearsals with the Handbell Choir on Thursday , February 10, at 5:45.  
Anyone 12 years old and older is invited to participate in this group. We practice in the  
choir room and I would appreciate anyone who would come early and help set up the  
tables and bells. I am looking forward to restarting this group and hope we can prepare  
music for the Lenten and Easter season. 

The Sanctuary Choir will also be working on anthems for the Lenten and Easter season.  
As always, we rehearse on Wednesday at 7:30 p. m. in the sanctuary. New members  
are always welcome. No audition required; just come and help us make a joyful noise  
as we sing praises to the Lord.  
 
Hope to see you there!  
Kay Payne, Music Director 


