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“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God
and knows God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love. This is how God
showed his love among us: He sent his one and only
Son into the world that we might live through
him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that he
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for
our sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another.” (1 John 4:7-11)

ere is a question for us to consider: “What do Valentines’ Day, the Transfiguration of Jesus and Lent have in common?” (You are thinking...) Yes! Exactly this;
they all have to do with events occurring in February. Well, that is one possibility. Another way to link these three occasions together may be better summarized in a
word – LOVE. That is right; each relates to us a message of love. How? I am glad you
asked.
We will state the obvious one first – Valentine’s Day. This day is all about love; and every
card maker, candy producer and stuffed animal seamstress is counting on you to remember this fact. They are hoping that you will remember your sweetheart, classmate or
family member; and remember them well! We will agree that Valentine’s Day is an easy
one. So, what about the other two occasions?
Transfiguration (Sunday, February 11 this year) is a time when we can observe the life of
Jesus and His decision to continue His cross-walk toward Jerusalem. From a mountain
top experience to the reality of continued needs being met on the roadways, Jesus reveals His motive in coming to earth; mainly His love for the world. It is hard to read about
Jesus in the Scriptures and fail to understand His desire to offer everyone His compassion
and love. God is love; Jesus is God; Jesus is love. As we continue to walk in faith in these
days, let us also receive His love for us in the midst of our need. So, Transfiguration can
help us see the result of Jesus’ coming; namely, His desire to love us.
Now, we come to Lent. The season of Lent is 40 days; beginning on February 14, this
year. Yes, Valentines’ Day. Pretty cool isn’t it? During this time, the Church is called into a
special time of reflection, repentance and renewal. During these days, you and I are invited to consider the love of a living God; who has given His best so that we can become
our best. However, for me, Lent is more than that. This is also a time when we can reflect
on how we love one another. So, how am I doing? How are you doing? Is our love for one
another evident of our understanding of God’s love for us? I truly hope so for His sake.

WelCome NeW members

CheW rePort November & deCember 2017
FCC joyously welcomes Jeff
& Carol Britt to the life of
our church. They joined our
church family on Sunday,
January 14. Please be sure
to welcome them. You may
send a welcome note to:
108 Luke Lane, Richlands,
NC 28574.

The CHEW Program volunteers packed and distributed 650 bags for the weekends of November and December to children with food insecurity. We also
provided 30 Thanksgiving and 30 Christmas boxes for
the holidays. Thank you to the 45 plus volunteers
who have helped with the packing and the businesses, churches and individuals for their continued support through donations of food and money that enables us to continue serving these children. In the
words of Mother Teresa, “If you can’t feed 100, feed
just one.”
First Christian Church continues to collect packages
of oatmeal and grits for the children in the Richlands
School District. We have collected close to 4,000
packets thus far. Our goal is 8,000 and will assure
our school children of healthy eating on the weekends. Thank you for your continued generosity!

FCC ChildreN/Youth Need Your helP

NeW ChurCh Photo direCtorY
We are working with Life Touch to create a new church
photo directory. Photos will be taken on Thursday, February 15 (2—9 p.m.); Friday, February 16 (2—9 p.m.)
and Saturday, February 17 (10 a.m.—5 p.m.). You can
go to fccrichlands.org and click on the link to schedule
your appointment. Bring in one of the following items for
the Richlands Community Outreach Ministry the day of
your photo session and receive $5 off your photographs:
ketchup, peanut butter, jelly, canned peas and/or chili
sauce.

s.t.A.r.s.
If you are 55 and over, and looking for a chance to
laugh and maybe win a prize or two; join your fellow
S.T.A.R.S. for Bingo on Sunday, February 18 at 3 p.m.
It promises to be loads of fun!

In honor of National Women’s Heart Health month,
the children and youth will collect items to donate in
support of the Onslow Women's Center beginning
Feb 1. A detailed list will follow but is also available
on the website www.onslowwc.org. Please help the
young people reach their goal but moreover, help
them to be the hands and feet of Christ!!

doNAte Your ChristmAs CArds
We continue to collect the fronts of Christmas cards
for next year’s Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes. You can bring them to Church office or give
to Brenda Huffman. Thank you.
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ChristiAN WomeN’s FelloWshiP NeWs
Mary Ann Metts, Secretary
On Tuesday night, Jan. 9th, our CWF met at 7 pm with ten members present. After sharing our
prayer concerns and praises, Tammy offered our opening prayer. After the opening prayer,
Rosolyn gave the devotion titled ‘Redefining Beauty’ taken from “The Secret Place”. It reminded us that we need to look at the inside (the heart) of others, not the outside. We need to
look at others as Jesus looks at us. Scripture was taken from I Peter 1:24. For old business,
feeding the homeless shelter in Jacksonville, Shirley will be checking on this and will have a
date at our next meeting. Our new business was making plans for events and fundraisers for
this new year, 2018, such as a movie, craft fair, luncheon. We will be scheduling these events on Sat., Jan. 20th at our
planning meeting. For our Christmas box offering, we took in $17 which is also our beginning balance. This was reported by Brenda Pike. After our CWF Treasurer, Brenda Huffman gave us a report, we decided on our service projects.
We agreed to continue giving $40 to Worship and Wonder monthly to help with refreshments. We also agreed to give
a monetary gift to a church member. February 13th is our next scheduled meeting with Shirley as hostess. All ladies are
challenged to start your new year off by attending our meetings. We meet once a month, normally on the 2nd Tuesday.
We welcome any new ideas. After delicious refreshments were served by Rosolyn Jones, Mary Ann closed our meeting
with prayer.

CWF movie sCheduled
The Christian Women’s Fellowship scheduled an afternoon movie on Sunday, February 25 at 2:30 p.m. Watch your
bulletin for additional information.

ChristiAN meN’s FelloWshiP NeWs
Ben Black, CMF President

Our January meeting was held on the 2nd with 8 men in attendance. Dennis Jones brought us our devotion, and Ray
Randall brought us a delicious Snack, thanks to both of them.
On Saturday January 20th, we had our monthly birthday breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville, with 15 men
present. We celebrated the birthdays of: Joe Stroud, Lynn Maxwell, Donald Morton, Hall Metts, Stanley Bryan, Dennis
Goodrode, Bob James, Braxton Taylor, Kent Fletcher, John Anderson, and Steve Marshburn. Happy Birthday to all our
men who are another day older, and another year wiser. Those birthday men who could not make it, we also held
them up and wished them a happy birthday, even if they had other commitments, or chose to be elsewhere.
Our February Birthday Breakfast will be on the 17th, at 7:30 am. We will be celebrating the birthdays of: Ted Stamey,
Jason Lester, Billy Jones, Jose Cabera, Doug Nikkel and Jeremy Holley. And, if I have missed anyone I do apologize because I do want to wish each and every one of you a very happy birthday and more to come. Please come on out to
Angie’s Restaurant on the third Saturday of each month at 7:30 a.m., (we start gathering shortly after 7:00 a.m.) and
enjoy the fellowship and a FREE BREAKFAST (for your Birthday).
By the time you are reading this we will have had our Soup and Sandwich on the 28th of January. A special thank you to
all who provided soup, sandwiches or desserts, and especially to all who came to eat and fellowship during our last
soup and sandwich sit down.
We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas. Now please allow me to take a moment to remind all our men that Valentine’s day is just around the corner, don’t be the one who is running to the drug store or the 7-day store for a rose or
a $.50 card on the eve or worse, on the 14th on our way home from work. She deserves much more than that. She may
not want chocolate’s, or may not be able to tolerate the sweet aroma of roses. But if you have been with her for a
while, you will know some of her likes and dislikes. She may only want a nice card, a hug and/or for you to just tell her
how much you love her and to thank her for all she has done for you, past present and future.
Our February meeting is February 5 at 7:00 p.m. Pastor Bill Pollack will bring us our devotion and Dennis Jones

will bring the snack. Please keep these dates on your calendar and make plans to attend.
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WorshiP Committee NeWs
Terry Jarman, Chair
“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; for He is our God and we are the people of
His pasture, the flock under His care.” (Psalm 95:6-7, NIV) Exciting opportunities for worship, praise and fellowship
await us in 2018. God is in the house. It’s all about Him. We have our weekly 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. worship services and mid-week Bible studies. On February 4th, everyone is asked to wear red for Heart Disease Awareness month.
On February 11th, there will be “Linger Longer Lunch” following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. Please join us!
“Isn’t it a comfort to worship a God we can not exaggerate.” (Francis Chan)

ChristiAN eduCAtioN Committee
Dennis Jones, Chair
There is a Christian Education Committee meeting scheduled for Thursday, February 8 at 7 p.m. located in the
Fellowship Hall.

ChildreN & Youth NeWs
Vicki Paul, Chair
All children ages K — grade 5 are invited to join us for OPEN GYM (snacks provided) on Friday, February 9 from
5 — 7 p.m. The youth grades 6 — 12 are invited to join us for a LOCK-IN beginning Friday, February 9 at 8 p.m. until
Saturday, February 10 at 8 a.m. Invite your friends and join us!
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serviNg iN FebruArY
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
February 4 — Jason Lester
February 11 — Cameron Jones
February 18 — Tarique Adkins
February 25 — Peyton Adkins
Audio/Video—8:30 Worship
February 4 — Jeremy Holley
February 11 — Tom Barbee
February 18 — Ben Black
February 25 — Will Holley
Audio/Video—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
February 4 — Donna Muller & Terry Jarman
February 11 — Tammy & Mike Gurganus
February 18 — Leah Hall
February 25 — Donna Muller & Terry Jarman
Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
February 4 — Kristy Cottle & Irene Futrell
February 11 — Terry Jarman & Lenny Silva
February 18 — Cindy Lunceford
February 25 — Angela Bostic

Nursery
February 4 — Shannon Jones
February 11 — Carol Appleyard, Mike Crane
February 18 — Dawn Taylor, Kristy Cottle
February 25 — Mara Adkins, Mallorie Adkins
Supper Menu
February 4 —
February 11 —
February 18 —
February 25 —
Worship & Wonder
February 4 — April Jones, Valerie Padgett, Beth Lechette
February 11 — Juli Paul, Katie Ripolio, Felicity Markl
February 18 — Will Holley, Debbie Rogers, Josh Adkins
February 25 — Beverly Back, Tammy Gurganus, Bailey
Brown

Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne

Diaconate
February 4 — John Anderson, Vicki Paul, Courtney Rogers,
Josh Adkins
February 11 — Mac Tucker, Mike Bennetch, Will Holley,
Beth Lechette
February 18 — Taylor Bostic, Kristy Cottle, Olivia Lechette,
Colton Metts
February 25 — Mike Gurganus, David Murphy, Adam
Murphy, Devan Murphy
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
February 4 — Mark Lunceford, April Jones
February 11 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
February 18 — Kim Metts, Ben Black
February 25 — Mark Lunceford, April Jones
Serving At The Heritage
February 4 — Terry Jarman
February 11 — Ben Black
February 18 — Kim Metts
February 25 — April Jones
Greeters—8:30 Worship
February 4 — Allen Barbee
February 11 — Susan Barbee
February 18 — Tom Barbee
February 25 — Susan Barbee
Greeters—11:00 Worship
February 4 — Kim Metts
February 11 — Mac & Cyndi Tucker
February 18 — Kristy Cottle
February 25 — Steve & Debbie Rogers

CelebrAtiNg
FebruArY birthdAYs
1 Ted Stamey
3 Debbie Rogers, Jason
Lester
4 Billy Jones
5 Allen Godfrey
6 Doug Nikkel
11 Roy Linscott
12 Chris Boles, Samuel Jones
14 Wyatt Meadows
15 Maxine Snodgrass
16 Jeremy Holley, Linda
Whaley

17 Sarah Rhodes
21 Rhonda Edwards
23 Kelsey Bostic, April Jones
24 Ann Barbee
27 Casey Lunceford
If your February birthday is
not listed, please contact the
Church office so we can
update our files.
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