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Steve Rogers, Board Chairman

If Only I Could Become a Bird
As a young boy I used to love listening to Paul Harvey tell
stories; I was always impressed by the way he led the listener right to end of his story to a great reveal or twist.
One of the stories that have always stood out to me is about a family on Christmas Eve. This family had a tradition where the Mother and children would go to
the Christmas Eve service, and the Father would stay home and read the paper.
When the family returns home from church, they would all gather to open up
their presents.
The Father was not an evil man, But he just didn’t believe all that incarnation
stuff which the churches proclaim at Christmas Time. It just didn’t make sense
and he was too honest to pretend otherwise. He just couldn’t swallow the Jesus
Story, about God coming to Earth as a man. As the family left for church, he
opened up the evening paper and began to read by the fireplace.

Church Office Hours
Monday—Friday
9 a.m.—1 p.m.

Suddenly, he heard tapping on the window. It was a bird flying against the glass
of his window trying to get out of the snow into the warmth of his home. The
man had compassion on the bird, and he went outside, hoping to bring it in.

Elders Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 9
5 p.m.

As he approached the bird, the bird just flew against the window even harder.
Pretty soon, the bird flew into the bushes below the window, half frozen, yet too
afraid to be caught by this huge man. The more the man tried to reach for the
bird, the more the bird flew frantically into the snow and thorns of the bushes.

Board Meeting
Monday, Dec. 10
7 p.m.

After a few minutes in the cold and seeing the bird continue to injure itself, the
man yelled out in frustration, “Stupid bird, can’t you understand that I’m trying to
help?” The man paused and thought, “If only you understood you wouldn’t fly
away … if only … if only I could become a bird, and get you to understand.”

Congregational
Meeting
Sunday, Dec. 16
12 p.m.

But ask the animals, and they will teach you, or the birds in the sky, and they will
tell you – Job 12:7

Office Closed
December 24-25

Just then, the church bells rang, as they always have on the hour. When the man
heard the bells this time, he fell to his knees and began to cry, saying, “Oh, God, I
didn’t understand. Oh, God, I didn’t understand.”
Remember the reason for the season…..God’s Son came in human form that we
might understand from where we have come and fulfill a promise so we could
return home.

Children’s Play Practice

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held
Sunday, December 16, following the 11 am.
Morning Worship. We will meet in the sanctuary
to receive and affirm our leadership and budget
for 2018. Please make sure to attend this important gathering of His Church here at FCC.

Peanut Butter & Jelly
The Christian Women's Fellowship is encouraging everyone to donate a jar of peanut
butter (not over 18 oz.) and a
jar of jelly for the Richlands
Community Outreach Center.
You may bring it to Church
Sunday, December 3 or bring it to the Christmas
Party on Monday, December 3.

Children & Youth News!
Mark your calendars and join us for a special time
of celebration as our children and youth present
their play and sing, on Sunday,
December 2 at 6 p.m. in the
sanctuary. It promises to be
joy to our world!

Children have practice for the Christmas Musical
on Saturday, December 1 at 3 p.m. This is the
last practice before the performance. Please try
to have your child(ren) there.

The office will be closed Christmas
Eve and Christmas day, December 24
& December 25.

Social Committee
The social committee will be
preparing a breakfast of
grits, eggs, sausage gravy,
biscuits, and bacon in the
Fellowship Hall. Please join us at 9:30 a.m. on December 9.

Christmas Party

If you purchased a ticket for the Christmas Party, it is Monday, December 3 at
6:30 p.m. Don't forget your donation of peanut butter & jelly for the Richlands
Community Outreach Ministry.
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Christian Women’s Fellowship
Mary Ann, Secretary
On Nov. 13, 2018, at 7 pm, our ladies met for our monthly meeting. After prayer concerns
& praises were shared, Tammy opened with prayer. Rosolyn gave a devotion, ‘A Lavish
Feast’ using scripture, Isaiah 25: verses 6 – 9.
Our old business was our Christmas Party scheduled for Dec. 3 at 6:30 pm. The menu is
fried chicken, roast beef, mashed potatoes, sweet potato casserole, green beans, rolls, tea & desserts. Next
we agreed to give gift cards to Janet Bryan and Kim McGowan for their faithful service.
The first item of new business was discussing fruit baskets. We agreed on the list of recipients. We will give
red and golden delicious apples, oranges, bananas, red & green grapes and candy. The fruit will be purchased
from the Piggly Wiggly. We plan to put the fruit baskets together on Friday, Dec. 14, at 7 pm in the church
fellowship hall. The 2 item of new business was CWF Officers for 2019. After some discussion, the following
agreed to serve as president, Kristy Cottle; treasurer, Shirley Woodard; secretary, Mary Ann; and Rosolyn and
Peggy agreed to continue as worship leaders. Brenda Pike will continue collecting for the Christmas Fund.
At our meeting, Brenda Pike gave an up-to-date report on our Christmas Fund, and we agreed to give two
local couples who had much damage from Hurricane Florence. In our treasurer’s absence, Tammy gave a report on our CWF treasury.
For our service projects, we gave monetary gifts to families who had been devastated by the fires in Paradise,
Ca. We also gave a monetary gift to a mother, whose daughter has cancer.
Our next scheduled meeting is Jan. 8, 2019, with Mary Ann as hostess. We invite all ladies to join us and let’s
start our new year together with ministry for our Lord.
After enjoying refreshments provided by Beverly, our meeting was closed with prayer by Peggy.
Samaritan’s Shoebox Ministry
Brenda Huffman
Another great job by all this year on the Samaritan Shoebox Ministry. It takes everyone pulling together to
make this a huge success each year.
I want to thank you all for your participation. If you brought items, prepared Christmas cards, made bracelets, assembled the boxes, packed the boxes, labeled the boxes, counted, or packed the shoeboxes in larger
boxes to ship out, you helped make this year a successful ministry.
You were the hands and feet of Christ. By doing so, just think of how many lives we will have touched from
our 399 boxes. Not only the child that receives the box, but also their family, friends, and community. We
have heard stories of how box recipients who’s lives were completely changed because of a simple shoebox.
They have accepted Christ, and gone on to pass the message of Christ onto others. Some are now living here
in the US and pack shoeboxes with their families. YOU have made a difference in someone’s life.
God has truly blessed FCC in so many ways. What a joy and pleasure to be able to pass that blessing on to
other.
Please remember to save your 2018 Christmas cards for this ministry for 2019. I would ask that you cut the
half of the card that has a personal message to you and your family. All we need is the half with the picture.
There is a Samaritan Shoebox in the vestibule in the small table just inside the doors. Please drop them off
there, or you can give them to me.
Thank you to all and may God bless you.
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Address Update!
Linda Barbee and all residents of Onslow House in
Jacksonville were displaced because of damage to
that facility caused by Hurricane Florence. Until repairs are complete (hopefully in January) Linda’s
mailing address is as followed:
Linda Barbee
c/o Eagle’s Pointe Assisted Living Facility
901 W. New Hope Road
Goldsboro, NC 27534

Our Christmas Cantata Service is a Unity Service at
10:30am on December 16. Please join us in the joyful worship service.

Needs
During a time of need, you are not without during
our transition period. Should you need something
please contact Mary Ann Metts and she will set it up
with our Elders to be with you and assist you during
your time of need.
Mary Ann Metts: 910-330-0398

Don’t forget to stay after for the Congregational meeting.

Donations Needed for
"Children Healthy Eating
on Weekends"
We continue to collect instant
oatmeal, grits, and pop tarts for
CHEW. The kids served are in the
Richlands School District. A big thank you to all
who have donated and continue to donate!

Wednesday Nights
Supper and Youth group activities
Join us on Wednesday evenings as a family at
5:45p.m. for Supper, or just
drop off the children/youth
for Bible Study from
6:30p.m. to 7:30p.m.
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Serving in November
Audio/Video—8:30 Worship
December 2 — Will Holley, Ralph Murphy
December 9 — Tom Barbee
December 16 — Ben Black
December 23 —Will Holley, Ralph Murphy
December 30 — TBD
Audio/Video—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
December 2 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
December 9 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
December 16 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
December 23 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
December 30 — Terry Jarman, Donna Muller
Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
December 2 — Terry Jarman
December 9 — Kristy Cottle, Irene Futrell
December 16 — Kim Metts
December 23 — Terry Jarman
December 30 — Angela Bostic
Diaconate
December 2 — Taylor Bostic, Kristy Cottle, Colton Metts,
Adam Murphy
December 9 — Mike Gurganus, David Murphy, Devan Murphy
December 16 — Mike Lechette, Roy Metts, Josh Adkins
December 23 — Ralph Murphy, Edward Williams, Will Holley, Beth Lechette
December 30 — John Anderson, Vicki Paul, Olivia Lechette,
Colton Metts
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
December 2 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
December 9 — Ben Black, Kim Metts
December 16 — April Jones, Mark Lunceford
December 23 — Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
December 30 — Ben Black, Kim Metts
Greeters—8:30 Worship
December 2 — Susan Barbee
December 9 — Ruth Divens
December 16 — Unity Service at 10:30
December 23 — Donna Muller
December 30 — Mike Bennetch
Greeters—11:00 Worship
December 2 — Brian Jones, Cameron Jones
December 9 — Jane Anderson, John Anderson
December 16 — (Unity Service at 10:30) —
Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganus
December 23 — Mary Ann Metts, Roy Metts
December 30 — Angela Bostic, Tony Bostic

Worship & Wonder
December 2 — Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Jodi Paul
December 9 — Will Holley, Tammy Gurganus, Colton Metts
December 16— April Jones, Felicity Markl
December 23 — Beverly Black, Debbie Rogers, Bailey Brown
December 30 — Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Jodi Paul
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
Will Resume Once There Is An Interim Pastor
Nursery
Please Sign Up in Vestibule

Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne

1 Anthony Huffman, Rosolyn
Jones, Michael Lechette
2 Mikayla Maxwell
4 Beth Brown
5 Dorothy Goodrode
7 Susan Stroud
9 David Murphy
12 Norma Metts, Vickie Jarman
13 Holly Boles
14 Ronnie Baysden, Betty
Jones, Jessica Killough
15 Lee Pike
18 Daniel Bennetch, Mallorie
Adkins
19 Jodi Paul, Sherry Whaley
21 Ethan Scott
26 Duwayne Divens

29 Olivia Lechette
If your birthday is not listed,
please contact the Church office
so we can update our files.
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