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A Word For the Church 
 

Pastor Mark Reid 

“Season of Advent” 

A thought by Pastor Mark 

November 29th began the season of Advent. For 27 days, we journey to the manger 

where we experience God’s presence become flesh and dwelling among us. God’s 

good news takes human form to tell us we are not left alone in this life. Emanuel, 

God with us, comes to us. It is a life-changing story that we enter at this time of year. 

This year, I wonder how we will get there. It seems now with the branding of Christ-

mas that there are many other paths to Christmas Day. For some, Christmas is now 

about what sits under the tree after searching at length for presents we may or may 

not need. Encountering God’s life-transforming presence seems less interesting if it 

is even remembered as the story of this season. 

The basic definition of Advent means the coming or arrival of a notable person, 

thing or event. As Christians, we know how our familiar story ends (or begins) with 

God arriving through poor, unknown parents in a back alley of a small city.  

We know the destination of Christmas, but what path will we take in our travels 

through Advent to the manger and Christmas Day? Jesus’ own words in his Sermon 

on the Mount can be helpful: seek and we will find. We find God’s way while 

searching for it. We find God’s dream for us when we follow the Way of hope, 

peace, joy and love. 

What if we take that path, a path less traveled this season? Let’s search for the man-

ger using God’s Way of hope, peace, joy and love as if they are points on a compass 

and we are seeking ways to live authentic and faithful lives to a story that has trans-

formed us and wants to do so again. What might we see in an otherwise routine and 

annual story? What unexpected turns will we take? What stops will we make along 

the way? 

I’m looking forward to our journey together and what God will reveal to us along the 

way and on Christmas Day. I’m looking forward to searching for God’s Way this 

Advent and the ways God will make us living examples of God’s presence in the 

world. 

Traveling Mercies, 

Pastor Mark 



Donations Needed for "Children Healthy Eat-
ing on Weekends" 
The CHEW program has used up all the breakfast items we 
had donated earlier this year. Your recent donations will come 

the month of December but will need additional starting in January of 
150 packages of either grits, oatmeal, or pop-tarts per week. Please con-
tinue to support this great program of feeding children on weekends in 
Richlands schools. Items can be dropped off at the church office Mon-Fri 
9-1 or placed in bins on Sundays. Any questions, call Shirley Woodard at 
910-330-3847. 
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Richlands Community Outreach Update 

The ministry is still in need of volunteers. First Christian Church 
has and is a great supporter of this Ministry and is appreciated, but 
if anyone has any spare time, it could be useful, if not already giv-
ing of your time. Volunteer applications are available Mon, Tues, 
Thurs, and Fridays 9AM– 1PM. If you have any questions, you 
can call Shirley Woodard at (910) 330-3847 or the Ministry at 

(910) 324-6586. 



Samaritan Shoebox 

 
The 2020 Samaritan Shoebox Ministry was truly a blessing to all who participated.  What greater joy can we have 
than to share the message of our Savior to children all over the world with a simple filled shoebox.  We will share the 
Gospel directly with 434 children this year, but we will never know how many those 434 will share the Gospel with. 
I want to thank all who participated in anyway.  If you shopped, packed a box, wrote in the Christmas cards, or 
helped with making/wrapping/assembling any of the items that were placed in the shoeboxes, your help was greatly 
appreciated. 
Our plan for the 2021 Samaritan Shoebox Ministry is to collect a few items each month.  It has become more and 
more difficult to wait to do all the shopping for this ministry until Aug.  So, my plan is to collect a few items each 
month.  More and more I am finding the items are harder to find in bulk this late in the year. 
 
Here is a list of the items we normally put in all shoeboxes.  I will have a few designated items for you to purchase 
and bring in each month.  Should you see any of these items on sale anytime during the year, that would be a good 
time to pick them up.  I will have a red & green plastic container marked “Samaritan Shoebox” in the vestibule for 
the collection of these items. 
 
Youth T-Shirts (4T sizes to Youth Large)              1 Subject Spiral Notebook 
Youth Flip Flops      Small Lined Notebooks 
Bar Soap      Pencils 
Washcloth      Pens 
Plastic Soapbox Holder     Pencil Sharpener 
Toothbrushes      Colored Pencils 
Toothbrush Holders     Crayons 
Dental Floss      Sheets of Stickers 
Hairbrush      Stuffed Animals (approximately 5” to 7”) 
Ponytail Holders     Small Toys 
Hairbands      Small Games 
Hairbows                                                                                    Small Balls 
Travel Size Tissues                                                                    Pencil Pouches 
Draw String Backpacks (to fit in shoebox)                            Small Puzzles 
Here is a list of items we use to make items for the shoeboxes 
Colored Spoons                                                                         Beads (for making necklaces) 
Plastic Easter Eggs     Plastic Craft Lace (for making necklaces) 
Plastic Soda Bottle Caps (water bottle caps too small)      New or Used CD’s  
3/8” Colored Duct Tape     Foam Cut Outs (use as game pieces for Tic-Tac-Toe) 
Zip Lock Bags (all sizes)   
 
In December and January, we will be collecting Christmas cards (new or recycled).  The past several years we have 
used the picture portion of the recycled Christmas cards in the shoeboxes.  I have had volunteers to write scripture 
and a personal note from FCC on the back side of the picture portion of the recycled Christmas cards.  I also plan to 
use some of the Christmas cards to make the Tic-Tac-Toe gameboards.  So, please do not discard your Christmas 
cards.  Please be sure to remove the personal message portion of the card before dropping them off at the church.  If 
you can, you could write the personal message and scripture on the backside before dropping them off.   
The items we will be collecting in December: 
New or recycled Christmas Cards 
Sheets of Stickers (Christmas stickers will be on sale) 
Small Stuffed Animals (Christmas ones will be on sale at this time) 
Any shoebox size games, cards, toys, etc. that may be on sale during the holiday season 
Please remember we cannot pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives or military figures), 
chocolate or food, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items (glass, aerosol cans, etc.). 
Also, remember after each holiday (Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.) the stores will have the holiday items 
on sale.  This is always a good time to pick up stuffed animals, stickers, etc. with these holiday themes. 
 
Thank you for you love and support with this ministry.   
Brenda Huffman 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ praying you are doing well. We just celebrated 

Thanksgiving and we now enter into Advent Season.  Advent is a time to celebrate 

the birth of Christ while we wait with anticipation for His second coming.  More 

than likely Christmas celebrations will be different this year, but the reason for the 

season has not changed.  May this season remind you of the hope; joy; love and 

peace found in Christ.   

 

The committee has been busy with putting out the “STARS” yard signs every two 

weeks.  We will continue to put them out thru December.  If you have not received 

one yet, your time is coming. 

 

We want to extend birthday wishes to the following STARS who will be celebrat-

ing their birthday in December:  Rosolyn Jones (1st); Susan Stroud (7th); Betty 

Jones (14th); Lee Pike (15th); Sherry Whaley-Stevens (19th); Duwayne Divens 

(26th) and Ronnie Newbold (29th).  Happy Birthday Folks!  You’re how old? 

 

Please reach out to Pastor Mark or anyone of the following Stars Committee 
members: Terry Jarman, Kristy Cottle, Mike Gurganus, Vicki Paul, Brenda Pike, 
Ralph or Angie Murphy if we can be of assistance.   
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 Four members attended the regular monthly meeting on November 2. They 
met in the fellowship hall, using social distancing guidelines.  Edward Williams 
opened with prayer.  Tom welcomed the men and presented a devotion, “God 
Hears Everything.”  Text was from I Kings 18, and an illustration of the im-
portance of prayer in God’s eyes, from Revelation 5:8. 
  Bob Woodard volunteered to bring the program at our December 7 meeting. 
 Offering for the evening was $75.  These funds will be provided to the church’s 
Operation Christmas Child project. 
  The Church’s Thanksgiving Project was discussed as an old business item.  
The men decided to give $200 to the church in support of the project. 
  At our October meeting, the men discussed exploring the possibility of the 
women and men of the church gathering for a meal and fellowship at a local res-
taurant.  The current COVID-19 pandemic has caused the cancellation of the an-
nual CWF-CMF Christmas party.  Bob Woodard volunteered to coordinate with 
the Golden Corral manager in Jacksonville about the possibility of folks from 
our church gathering there for a meal and fellowship.  Most likely date would be 
in December. 
  The men decided to not meet for breakfast at Angie’s in the month of Novem-
ber.  They will decide at the December meeting about a breakfast meeting in De-
cember. 
  Prayer concerns as Bob Woodard closed the meeting with prayer: 
Ann and Dennis Jones 
Frances Jarman family 
Praise to God for Debbie Freeswick’s improving health 
Burt Hall 
Maxine Snodgrass 
Al Reid and family 
Greg Davis and family 
Our nation and the elections.  
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We met on Nov. 10th with the following in attendance:  Beverly, Kristy, Reba, 
Rosolyn, Mary Ann, Donna, Anne N., Brenda Pike and Shirley. Prayer concerns 
and praises were shared and then followed with prayer. The devotion, “A Ready 
Mind” written by Joyce Meyer was given by Kristy. Our scripture was Acts 17:11.  
We need to be positive in these trying times. All occasion cards were signed to be 
used as needed. A thank-you card from the Bert Hall Family was read. We will be 
available to prepare meals for Ann Jones if desired. The Jacksonville Homeless 
Shelter held its open house on Oct. 29th. We plan to serve meals when residents 
return.  The CWF is providing 4 turkey meals for the Thanksgiving Project to be 
given out Oct.21st starting at 10 am with a drive-thru at First Christian. After some 
discussion, we chose to suspend fruit baskets for this year due to COVID. Howev-
er, for our service project, we gave Tammie Keily $250 to assist in whatever is 
needed. For our outreach ministry, CHEW and RCOM are both fine at this time. 
We are collecting health and beauty aids (shampoos, conditioners, lotions, Kleen-
ex (regular box & individual) and Word Search books for The Heritage. If anyone 
would like to donate, please bring to the church fellowship hall and let us know 
you have done so. We will take to The Heritage. The financial report was given. 
We have a beginning balance of $2522.62 after paying Colevanelli $150 for ice 
cream. We collected $85 tonight. After giving $250 for our service project and 
$150 to purchase 4 Thanksgiving meals, we have a balance of $2207.62. The 
Christmas box has a beginning balance of $511. Tonight $49 was taken in. This 
gives us a new balance of $560. We discussed giving this to 2 families. We are 
giving $360 to Amy Reyna, who has cancer and has 3 children. We are giving 
$200 to Tracy Throcker to help with expenses. Her daughter is dealing with can-
cer. Beverly served delicious refreshments and closed with prayer. 

Sincerely, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 
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Fel lowshipOne Go is our new Church Database that 
a l lows First Christian Church to identify i ts members, 

keep attendance, communication between the 
church and i ts members in a  more efficient way, a  
Giving application that is safe & secure on-line and 

text giving, and provides the Pastor with the 
information to keep up with a  growing church body. 
Fel lowshipOne is an App that you can download to 

your smart phone that has a ll of those features 
available in one space.  Go to your app store and   

download Church by MinistryOne App.  You will be 

able to contact the church, Give your Tithe, send 
prayer request, Check-in for services or see your 

individual profile or family unit. 

We welcome  your feedback 

and ask for patience as we 

transition  our records. Please 

contact the church office if you 

need more information.   

STOP TITHELY ! 
Our Giving Application is now with 

MinistryOne so if you have automatic 

deductions or have been giving thru this 

application, we will close this account by 

October 1st, 2020.
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Mobile One Ministry App 
Below are the items within your Mobile One Church App:  
 
Engage - Activities which are currently available with our church.  After clicking the En-
gage tile there are two tabs at top: 

Upcoming: which is what your current events in the church.   
My events engage when you click on and fill out anything on the upcoming page.  It 

will then automatically copy over to My events so that if you want to engage in that 
activity again it will be located there as well.  

 
*Note to join online attendance it happens here not under check in tile. 
 
Kingdom - This is the Giving portal.   

Tithe tab: is giving to the local church body.   
Offering: gives you the opportunity to give outside our four walls.  If you click here, 

you will see the missions we support.  
My giving: will show your own personal giving. 

 
Connect - This is where you will be able to connect to the staff and submit prayer re-
quests.  

Contact us tab:  is for contacting the staff, elders, property chair, board chair.   
Need prayer tab: will allow you to submit prayer requests. 

 
Discipleship -   

My Groups tab: shows you the groups that you personally are active in.  Join a group 
you can click on and members can select groups they would like to be a part of.   

Directory tab will not show here unless you join the Directory.  If you wish to join the 
directory, please let our church secretary know.   

There is a statement that warns you before you join that other members of the group 
can see your contact information. 

Check in - This is for in-building check in only.  When you check in here a QR code will 
come up on your phone.  You must bring the code to a check in station, At that point it 
will be scanned and you will be checked in. 
 

Profile - Here is where you view the basic information in your F1 go profile and can re-
quest updates.  You cannot change your profile, but you can request a change.  The re-
quest will then be sent to the church secretary.  She will then approve that change for you. 
This is also where you would set up banking information to be used for any of the giving. 
 

Messages - The messages tile is for push notifications from the church such as 
current prayer requests or messages from the pastor. 
 
Such and exciting time for our church.  
Thank you 
Mara Adkins 
Church Growth Chair 
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1-Rosolyn Jones 

4-Beth Brown 

7-Susan Stroud 

12-Taylor Jones 

13-Colton Hall  

14-Betty Jones,  Jessie 
Killough 

15– Lee Pike 

19-Lynda Black, Sherry 
Whaley-Stevens, Jodi 
Paul 

25-Lacie Brown 

26-Duwayne Divens 

29-Ronnie Newbold, 
Makynleigh Wymore 

31-Sydney Hernandez 

 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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