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A Word For the Church 
 

Pastor Mark Reid 

Winter time is no longer celebrated as it once was, with the understanding that this is 
a period of descent and rest, of going within our homes, within ourselves and taking 
in all that we have been through, all that has passed in this full year which is coming 

to a close. Like nature and the animal kingdom around us, this time of hibernation is 
no necessary for our tired limbs, and our burdened minds. Our culture teaches us to 
avoid the meaning of the Christmas season, and the winter months ahead, and to look 

toward shopping, overworking, overspending, comfort food and consumerism. …and 
yet the natural tug to go inwards as nearly all creatures are doing is strong and weath-
er so bitter that people are left feeling that winter is hard, because for those of us with-

out burning fires and big festive families, it can be lonely and isolating. Whereas in 
fact winter is kind, she points us in her quiet soft way towards our inner self, towards 
this annual time of peace and reflection, embracing the darkness of forgiving, accept-

ing and loving a goodbye of this past year. “Winter takes away the distractions, the 
buzz, and presents us with the perfect time to rest and withdraw into a womb like 
love, bringing fire and light to our health”. ….and then, just around the corner the new 
year will begin again, and like a seed planted deep in the earth, we will all rise with 

renewed energy once again to dance in the sunlight. Our life is a gift. May we all rest 
during this time of season and prepare for a new upcoming year.  
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Christian Women’s Fellowship 
Mary Ann, Secretary  
 

At our CWF meeting on Nov. 12, we had 15 ladies present. We shared prayer praises and 
concerns followed by prayer. 
 

“Veterans’ Day” was our devotion given by Peggy. She shared the scripture, Rev. 12: 11 with us. The devotion 
was about respecting and thanking our veterans every day. 
 

We discussed and agreed to prepare 20 fruit baskets for our shut-ins. We will be filling the baskets with apples, 
bananas, tangerines, grapes and candy. We will prepare the baskets on Sat., Dec. 7 at 11 am in the fellowship 
hall. We will give the baskets to those present on Dec. 8 at our worship services. The others will be delivered 
later that day.  Tickets were passed out for selling. You may purchase a ticket or tickets from any member of 
the CWF, CMF or the office. Our ladies will be decorating the fellowship hall on Sunday, Dec. 1 for the party. 
 

We discussed and agreed on giving the money collected in the Christmas box to two families. For our local 
outreach project to RCOM, we will be donating jars of peanut butter and jelly. This is for our ladies and con-
gregation to participate. For our monthly service project, we are giving 2 families monetary gifts. We are also 
giving Worship and Wonder $40. We also approved to  purchase items for 5 of the Thanksgiving boxes to be 
given to those less fortunate in our community on Sunday, Nov. 24 at 6 pm. This is a new project our church 
has begun. 
 

Our treasure’s report was given. We have truly been blessed. As we all know, we can never out give our Lord. 
 

We also scheduled our 2020 meetings. Our next meeting is Jan. 14, 2020.Our hostess is Mary Ann. We would 
like to extend a warm welcome to any and all ladies in our church. We feel sure that you will be blessed. 
 

Delicious refreshments were provided by Beverly who closed with prayer.  

Christian Men’s Fellowship 
Dennis Jones, Reporter 
 

With the approach of the Holiday Season with the birthday celebration of Jesus Christ, we find ourselves continu-
ing with a busy festive mood.  The CMF is active in various activities.  At our November 4 regular monthly meet-
ing the men’s group agreed to provide $200 to the special FCC Community Thanksgiving Meal Bags Project.   
Furthermore, on Sunday, November 17, we held our first of the new school year Soup and Sandwich fundraiser, 
which supports the CMF Scholarship Fund for our high school graduates, as well as, other group projects.  Many 
thanks are extended to those who helped to make the endeavor a blessed success!  Our next two Soup and Sand-
wich Meals will be held on Sunday, January 19 and March 15th.  Please mark your calendars to participate in these 
events. 
 

On Saturday, November 16, fifteen men gathered at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville to celebrate with our 
“Birthday Boys” for the month.  Among those present who celebrated November birthdays were Bob Woodard, 
Doug Maxwell, Lee Clark and Ray Randall.  Plan to celebrate with us and the December “Birthday Boys” at Angi-
e’s on Saturday, December 21 at 7:15 a.m.  All men of the church are invited to these monthly birthday gatherings, 
with those celebrating birthdays that month receiving a free breakfast! 
 

On Monday, December 2 at 6:30 p.m. the CMF unites with the CWF and any other individuals who would like to 
celebrate Christmas with a catered meal provided by Tina Baysden, and seasonal music presented by Hank Barbee 
and friends.  The event is hosted in the church Fellowship Hall, with tickets purchased in advance at $12.50 per 
person. 
 

During our November 4 regular monthly meeting, Bob James gave a very inspirational devotion, as a recovering 
alcoholic since September 1987.  He shared the fact that he, as any addicted individual, had to first admit that he 
was powerless over alcohol, and needed to ask God for help, for God alone could restore Hope.  Bob shared several 
Biblical references (I Corinthians 6:12; 10:13; 15:33 and James 5: 15-16) to support the steps needed to be free of 
alcoholic addiction and to renew hope.  He concluded that he encourages other alcoholics and drug addicts to pray 
a simple, four-second prayer each morning:  “God help me stay sober today!”  Thanks, Bob, for a job well done! 
 

All men of the church are encouraged to start the New Year 2020 by attending CMF activities.  Our first 2020 
meeting will be on Monday, January 6, at 7 p.m. in the church Fellowship Hall.  So, Men of God, make plans now 
to start the New Year to include the CMF, with Christian men having fun and fellowship together.  Tom Barbee 
will provide both the devotional program, as well as, the always delicious refreshments. 



Donate Your Christmas Cards 
 

If you would like to donate the front of any 
Christmas cards received this year; our Shoe-
box ministry can use them for special messag-
es next year! You can bring them to Church 
office or give to Brenda Huffman. Thank you. 

Donations Needed for "Children 
Healthy Eating on Weekends" 
 

We continue to collect in-
stant oatmeal, grits, and pop 
tarts for CHEW. The kids 
served are in the Richlands 
School District. A big thank 
you to all who have donated and continue 
to donate through May 2020. 

 
Choir Rehearsal  
 

Choir Rehearsal is every 
Wednesday night at 7:30 
p.m. If you are interested 
in making a joyful noise 
with us, please come attend our rehearsal. Help 
us lift our voices to praise the Lord. We are 
hoping to grow our choir, to see some new fac-
es, and hear new voices. 

Children’s Church 
Mara Adkins & Mekella Reid, Teachers 
 

We are super excited to begin this 
journey teaching our 3-5 grade class. 
We know that God has ordained this 
ministry and that He has big plans for 
the kids and us. We look forward to 
learning and growing along with the children. This ministry is 
offered every Sunday during the 11 o’clock worship.  
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Cantata 
 

Join us December 15 at 8:30am for our regular worship 
service, then stay for breakfast with our Cantata service at 
11:00am. Our Sanctuary Choir has been working diligently 
to prepare this beautiful service for you. What better way 
to celebrate than worship, food, and beautiful music?! 

Christmas Parade 
 

If you have registered your 
child(ren)/youth to partici-
pate in the Christmas Parade 
on Saturday, December 14, 
please meet us at Richlands 
High School at 4pm so that we can get everyone ready and in the 
correct area.  

The office will be closed on Christmas 

day, Wednesday, December 25. 

The Annual Congregational meeting will be held Sunday, Decem-

ber 15, following the 8:30 am and 11 am Morning Worship. We will 

meet in the sanctuary to receive and affirm our leadership and budg-

et for 2020.  
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Serving in December 
 

Audio/Video—8:30 Worship 
First Sunday– Tom Barbee 
Second Sunday-Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
Third Sunday-Ben Black 
Fourth Sunday -Will Holley, Ralph Murphy 
 

Audio/Video—11:00 Worship 
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford     
 

Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship   
December 1– Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganus 
December 8– Susan Barbee, Tom Barbee 
December 15– Leah Hall  
December 22– Terry Jarman, Donna Muller 
December 29– Leah Hall 
 

Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship 
December 1– Susan Stroud 
December 8– Kristy Cottle 
December 15– Shirley Woodard 
December 22– Terry Jarman 
December 29– Rosolyn Jones, Gail Seal 
 

Diaconate 
December 1-Roy Metts, Kirsty Cottle, Marshall Byrne, 
Felicity Markl 
December 8-Ralph Murphy, Donald Morton, Jonathan 
Adkins, Jessica Killough 
December 15-Edward Williams, Mike Bennetch, Colton 
Metts, Lexi Byrne 
December 22-John Anderson, Richard Quirk, Bailey 
Brown 
December 29-Roy Metts, Kristy Cottle, Marshall Byrne, 
Devan Murphy 
 

Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table 
December 1-Ben Black, Kim Metts 
December 8-Mac Tucker, Vicki Paul 
December 15-April Jones, Ray Randall 
December 22-Ben Black, Kim Metts 
December 29-Mac Tucker, Vicki Paul 
 

Serving at the Heritage 
December 1-Kim Metts 
December 8-Ben Black 
December 15-Mac Tucker 
December 22-Vicki Paul 
December 29-April Jones 
 

Greeters—8:30 Worship 
December 1– Peggy Jarman 
December 8– Violet Taylor 
December 15– Mike Gurganus, Tammy Gurganus  
December 22– Dwayne Divens, Ruth Divens 
December 29– Carolyn McGowan, Doug Maxwell 
 

 
 
 
 

Greeters—11:00  Worship 
December 1– Angela Bostic, Tony Bostic 
December 8– David Murphy, Jennifer Murphy 
December 15– Brian Jones, Cameron Jones 
December 22– Brenda Huffman, Gail Seal 
December 29– Krystal Metts, Mary Ann Metts, Roy 
Metts 
 

Nursery 
December 1-Cyndi Tucker, Mac Tucker 
December 8-Elyse Byrne, Tammy Gurganus 
December 15-Kristy Cottle, Terry Jarman 
December 22-Ashley Brown, Jese Brown 
December 29-Jennifer Murphy, Juli Paul  
 

Worship & Wonder 
 

December 1-April Jones, Lexi Byrne, Jessica Killough 
December 8-Vicki Paul, Juli Paul, Jodi Paul 
December 15-Juli Paul, Jessica Honeycutt, Mia Reid 
December 22-Beverly Black, Maddie Reid, Jessica Kil-
lough 
December 29-April Jones, Bailey Brown  
 
Organist—11:00 Worship: Janet Bryan 

Pianist—8:30 Worship: Kim McGowan, Kay Payne 

Pianist—11:00 Worship: Kay Payne 
 

 

1– Anthony Huffman, 
Rosolyn Jones 

2– Mikayla Maxwell 

4– Beth Brown 

7– Susan Stroud 

9– David Murphy 

12– Norma Metts, Vickie 
Jarman 

13– Holly Boles 

14– Ronnie Baysden, Betty 
Jones, Jessica Killough 

15– Lee Pike 

18– Daniel Bennetch, Mallo-
rie Adkins 

19– Jodi Paul, Sherry Whaley 

21– Ethan Scott 

26-Duwayne Divens 

31– Sydney Hernandez 

 
If your birthday is not listed, 
please contact the Church office 
so we can update our files. 
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