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“LORD, we ask that You would give us Your vision for our lives, in Jesus’ name 

Pastor Mark 

 A Note from the Pastor: 

Hebrews 12:1-2 

12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 

throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run 

with perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer 

and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its 

shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

What an incredible verse! Hebrews 11 is the faith chapter. All of Hebrews 11 focuses 

on the men and women of faith in the Old Testament that had their eyes fixed on 

the promise of Jesus. Then the writer continues into Hebrews 12 by saying there-

fore, because of these great people of faith, let us also fix our eyes on the Lord. 

What do we fix our eyes on? The problem or the problem solver? The promise? 

What we fix ourselves on will determine our life direction. Jesus is not only our 

promise, but he is also the pioneer and perfecter of our promise. He is the one who 

set the example of faith. What joy can come from our problems? What hope can 

come from our stress and anxiety? Jesus endured the cross for us with joy because 

he saw the finish line. He saw the plan of the Father. If we could take a moment and 

remember that what we fix our eyes on really does determine the path that we will 

take. A path of discouragement and worry and fear or a path of hope and faith 

knowing that He who began a good work in us will finish it to completion. He has 

and always will fulfill the promise. Take hope today church and fix your eyes on    

Jesus! 



Building On The Word 
 

    In Matthew 7, Jesus presents us with the illustration of being rooted in the Word, and how it is 

like building a house on a solid rock foundation. That foundation would then be the anchor that 

protects the house through the winds and storms. The idea is that being deeply, and firmly 

planted in a knowledge, understanding, and a love for the Word of God is absolutely essential in 

our walk with the Lord. It is one of the primary means by which the Lord uses to establish and 

grow our faith, endure our faith, to persevere through life, hardships, and afflictions, and to 

simply know  Jesus. That is why as we move forward as a church, our children’s, youth, and 

student programs will ultimately be grounded in the Word. The vision is that God’s Word will be 

the focal point of all we do with our students, and that they would know it, understand it, hide it 

in their hearts, and be led by it. Our vision is to help raise up a generation of students so firmly 

planted in Christ, that they would not only know the Word, but that they would live it out. Not just 

hearers, but doers as well, that they would change and impact the lives and communities 

around them, and be vessels for God to build his kingdom through. As we gear up for the 

school year to begin again shortly, we look forward to learning and growing together, with Christ 

as the head. We’ve already begun our “Walk Through the Bible” with our K-5th Graders on 

Wednesday nights, and come the school year we will begin walking and studying through the 

Book of Ephesians with our Youth Group. My wife and I are incredibly grateful and excited to 

have the opportunity to serve here with all of you, and look forward to getting to know each and 

every one of you! 

 
Pastor Sam 

Back to School BINGO 

Sunday, August 15  

10:00 During  Sunday School 

Children and Youth 

IF you would like to donate school supplies, please place them in the 

basket in the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall. Thank You 



                                                            

“ Is not wisdom found among the aged? Does not long-life bring understanding?” Job 12:12 

 

The STARS had an enjoyable time of fellowship at our July 4th picnic.  We enjoyed a delicious meal of hamburgers, hotdogs, baked 

beans, potato salad, chips, macaroni and cheese and dessert.  Many thanks to our master chef, Will Holley. 

 

Please mark your calendars for the upcoming and exciting events that have been planned: 

   August 28th 5:00p.m.  STARS Game Night—Food, games and fellowship 

   September 18th Evening Riverboat Cruise—Details to be announced 

   October 16th 5;00p.m. STARS Prom, “Our STARS Are Shining Brightly” 

 

We want to wish birthday greetings to the following STARS:  Leo Dumphy (4th); Shirley 

Woodard (18th) and Tammy Gurganus (19th).  Happy Birthday ladies and gentleman. 

 

“Even to your old age and gray hairs I am He, I am He who will sustain you. I have made you and I will carry you; I will sustain you 

and I will rescue you.”  Isaiah 46:4 

Wednesday 

Nights 

 

 

7:30-9:00 PM 

 

Please signup  in the vestibule 

if you are  planning to attend, 

or call the Church Office     

(910)324-4690. 

 



 

Christian Men’s Fellowship (CMF) News 

 

On Monday, July 5th, at 6 p.m., twelve men [young and old] of the church gathered at the church picnic shelter to enjoy an 

evening of hot dogs, ice cream, and other refreshments.  While the group enjoyed their meal, Dennis Jones gave a devotion on 

“The Destiny of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence.”  Each of the 56 men who signed the Declaration pledged to 

themselves “to sacrifice their lives, fortunes and sacred honor for the cause of independence” from British authority.  Several of 

the men lost all their worldly possessions; some were imprisoned for treason; some lost members of their family during the war.  

Yet, although we are indeed grateful for our forefathers sacrifice for political independence, as Christians we are eternally grate-

ful for the sacrifice that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave his all so that every human being has the opportunity for 

“eternal independence from sin.”  Christians should celebrate “Independence Day” every day of their life! 

 

The CMF will meet in the church fellowship hall, maintaining CDC guidelines, on Monday, August 2nd at 7 p.m.  President Tom 

Barbee will provide a devotion and the group will continue to make meal plans for the upcoming annual Christmas Social to be 

held on Monday, December 6, 2021.   

 

Men of God, rise up and make your presence known to a needy world!  Please come and join us!  Set the example for your   
family!  

Elders Meeting August 1st at 5:30PM 

Christian Men’s Fellowship  Meeting August 2nd at 7:00 PM 

Board Meeting August 9th at 7:00 PM 

Christian Women’s Fellowship Meeting August 10th at 7:00 PM 



 

                                                                CWF NEWS  

   Our July 13th meeting was well attended.  After prayer praises and concerns, Rosolyn gave the devotion, 

“Serving with Enthusiasm.”  We are all given gifts to glorify God.  Our scripture was I. Cor. 12:7. 

   We are scheduled to feed the Onslow County Homeless Shelter on Saturday, July 31st at 6 pm.  Our menu 

is fried chicken, mac and cheese, string beans, potato salad, rolls, and tea.  We will also be providing dessert.  

Shirley, Kay H., Kristy and Mary Ann will serve at the shelter. 

   For our dinner/movie raffle for our first fundraiser this year, Beverly has confirmed gift certificates for 2 

from Logan’s.  Dinner tickets and movie tickets for a lucky couple will be available at our next meeting.  We 

will be selling tickets for this.   We also scheduled a fall craft show for Nov. 6th from 9 am to 2:30 pm. The 

show will be held in the church fellowship hall and Christian Life Center. Outside spaces will be available up-

on crafters’ request.  We will discuss further details in the near future.  The church Christmas party is Dec. 

6th in the Fellowship Hall.  CWF will be providing the entertainment and will also decorate the hall.  Tickets 

will be forthcoming for this. 

   The outreach for CWF will be to furnish gloves, Lysol Spray, and other paper products for the homeless 

shelter.  We plan to take these items with us when we serve on July 31st.  Our service project for July is     

giving a monetary gift to a person who has cancer.  We continue to contribute to Worship and Wonder as 

well as Spirit Troopers. 

   We were asked to prepare a meal for one of our Wednesday afternoon/evening suppers before Bible 

study, youth, etc. We will schedule a date and plan the menu for this at our August meeting. 

   The treasurer’s report was given as well as the Christmas box update. 

   Next month our meeting is August 10th with Brenda Pike as hostess.  ALL ladies are invited. 

   We closed with prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 

Christian 



SAMARITAN SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

 

The list of items we will be collecting in Aug. for Samaritan Shoebox Ministry is as follows: 
 
1 Subject Spiral Notebooks 
Mini Spiral Flip Notebooks 
Pencil Sharpeners 
Colored Pencils 
Travel size tissues 
Hairbows & Hairbands 
Small Stuffed Animals (5-7”)                                                           
                                                             
 
Please remember we cannot pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, 
knives, or military figures), 
chocolate or food, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items, glass, aer-
osol cans, etc. 
 
Thank you for you love and support with this ministry.   
Brenda Huffman 



AUGUST 
  2 Wendy Carter 

  3 Hanna Nelson 

  4 Leo Dumphy 

10 Beverly Taylor 

11 Edith Smither 

13 MacKenzie Metts 

18 Shirley Woodard 

19 Tim Huffman, Tammy Gurganus 

22 Randall Jones 

29 Edward Williams 

Down Load the Church App on your iPhone and Android to see up coming events, watch ser-

vice, need a prayer request, see the Calendar, contact us, and tithing.  Go to your APP Store, 

enter Church by ministry one, it should be a white cross and purple background. Find your 

church: First Christian Church Richlands.  

Watch us on Facebook, YouTube, and the website– fccrichlands.org 


