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A Pastor’s Perspective
Living in the Son
Rev. Bill Pollack, Senior Minister
And this is the testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. Whoever has the
Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. (1 John 5:11-12, NRSV)

We

are currently in a period of time that has
been referred to as the “dog days of
summer”. Typically, this is a time beginning in the middle of July to early September; depending on what
source you might use. It is a time when the air is sticky
and muggy; and usually some of the hottest days of
the year. According to the American Heritage Dictionary, the definitions relating to these “dog days” are - 1.
The hot, sultry period of summer between early July
and early September; 2. A period of stagnation. We certainly can identify with the second part
of the definition, can we not? A period of stagnation; inactivity, and a little lethargy. Put in this
manner; it is as if we have no energy to do the things that may be necessary for everyday living. We know the effect of these days. However, do you know why they are called “dog days”
for real?
For a long time, people believed the alignment of the stars had a direct effect on how we
lived. Persons studied the stars’ position and movement in the night sky and offered reasons
why certain things happened the way they did. One theory concerning the “dog days” was in
relation to the Dog Star, Sirius. During these particularly oppressive days, it was noted that
Sirius rose and set with the Sun, actually giving aid to the sun’s temperature. It was believed,
therefore, that the star made it hotter and more miserable for us here on earth. Nevertheless,
we know that Sirius does not have any effect on the Sun or these sluggish days. It really is just
about the tilt of the earth (Northern Hemisphere) which puts us closer to the sun’s rays, and
as a result hotter temperatures abound. It is amazing the effect the sun has on us all.
Our lives often exhibit the “dog days” mentality. We may become in effect, sluggish and lethargic from the heat of life’s experiences. It may be that we are so effected by the movement
of forces, seen and unseen, that we are tempted to throw our hands in the air and say,
“What’s the use?” We believe it is easier just to go with the flow and let life become a great “it
is what it is”; allowing our life’s energy to slip away. The good news is we don’t have to. We
have a guiding star that can help us overcome the difficult situations that we face daily. Our
guiding star has a name; Jesus. He has come to give us energy in times of our sluggishness;
strength in the midst of our weakness, and purpose when we think all is lost and we are
headed to defeat. When we tilt our lives toward Jesus, and we allow Him to affect our lives;
we find life – abundant and forever. It is amazing the effect the Son has on us all.
As we continue through the days that may well present challenges that overwhelm us at each
turn, let us remember that Jesus is aware of our deepest needs. He knows about us. He understands us. He desires to help us; because He loves us! Let us continue to look to Him in confidence and trust. Let us receive Him so that we can truly experience life to its fullest. It is
amazing the effect the Son can have on all of us as we follow Him.
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Beyond The Pulpit
Rev. Kim Holley, Associate Minister

It’s

time to get the wheels rolling
again!

The first Wednesday in August will see the
return of Wednesday Supper and Youth
Bible Study. We will be gearing up for the
Children’s Weekend VBS to be held August
10-12, and preparations for students returning to school. There will be Back-toSchool Bingo on August 6 during the Sunday
School hour and the Back-to-School Pool Party will be on August 20.
As we approach the return to the classrooms, I ask each of you to be in diligent prayer for our faculty, staff, and students. Everyone who enters the doors of any educational facility does so with different emotions and baggage. Some
love school and their jobs while others do it because they must. Some are beginning new chapters in their life with
new positions, new schools, or beginning pre-K or Kindergarten. Some are leaving a great home environment ready to
tackle whatever the days throws their way while others leave a less than desirable home situation in hopes of a few
hours of safety or reprieve. Regardless of the backgrounds, interests, or desires of these individuals, prayers are
needed for each of them. Please reach out to our Lord on their behalf.
Thank you for your continued support of the youth and children’s ministries. We are working together to build young
people who are strong in their faith, who are willing to serve Christ, and who strive to follow the Holy Spirit’s guidance.
This is not possible without the entire congregation working together to make this a reality. Thank you for serving our
Father by supporting our children and teens. If you are interested in becoming more involved in these ministries,

FCC Youth
Shawn Richmond, Youth Director

FCC Children Activities
Vicki Paul, Children’s Director
→ August 6 is our 2nd annual Back
to School Bingo for children and
youth, held during the Sunday
School hour. Folks may begin bringing in donations to be left either in
the church office or the green box
in the vestibule. Any adult Sunday
Schoolers are welcome to call out numbers, etc.

On Saturday, August 5, the youth will go to Lions Water
Adventure. The cost is $12 per person. They will depart
from the church at 10:30 a.m. and return around 6 p.m.
For additional information, please see Shawn Richmond
or Pastor Kim.
Wednesday night suppers and youth study will resume
on Wednesday, August 2. Supper begins at 5:45 p.m.
Invite your friends and join us!

→ August 20 is our Back to School Splash at the Richlands Pool downtown...all are welcome. The time is
6 p.m. This year, we ask for families to bring their
favorite snack or finger food. Drinks provided by the
Children's Committee.

→ Quick reminder that Worship and Wonder will not be
held on the 13 or the 20, allowing for training and reset
of the stories. Looking forward to the smiling faces on
Aug 27. As always, please consider if this is somewhere
you would like to help out...even if for a week or a
month!!
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Esther Circle News
Mary Ann Metts, Secretary
The Esther Circle met on July 11th, in the church fellowship hall with 14 present. Chairperson
Tammy Gurganus opened our meeting with prayer. We then shared prayer praises and concerns. Rosolyn gave a devotion titled ‘Calming the Weathering Storms’ (of life). The scripture
she shared was from Mark, chap. 4, verses 37-41. Tammy also shared a thank-you card with us.
For old business, CWM treasurer Brenda Huffman reported that we took in $1,121 for the dance.
We had an expense of $223.97 for new rope lights for the Christian Life Center. Tom Barbee is
to purchase a cabinet to store our care bears and heart pillows for anyone who has a serious
illness. In our new business, we discussed a reception for Pastor Bill and Nanette . The women,
along with our social and worship committees will sponsor it. Also, for Women’s Day, scheduled
for August 27th, our guest speaker will be Kalin Folden from West Virginia. She will bring the morning message at both
8:30 and 11:00 services. Brenda Pike, Esther Circle treasurer, reported a beginning balance of $501.35. The offering
received was $145. There is a $3 monthly fee giving us a balance of $643.35. The Christmas box had a beginning balance of $210. We took in $40 giving us a new balance of $250. Our next fundraiser is a dinner after the 11 o’ clock service on Sunday, September 24th. We will plan the meal at our August meeting. As a point of information, we have begun contacting crafters for our Craft Bazaar which is scheduled for October 7th. We will begin working on banners and
posters for advertisement in the near future. Anyone who would like to help with the advertising is welcome and your
help will be greatly appreciated. Also, on Sunday, October22nd, we will be recognizing our ministers. The Esther Circle
is responsible for the caterer this year for our Christmas Party which will be Monday, December 4 th, at 7 pm. The
women agreed on asking the Millers from Beulaville to cater this for us. They have been contacted and we are on their
calendar. We will choose our menu at our next meeting. We are presently feeding a family whose member recently
had surgery. For our service project, the circle purchased nine 20 inch window fans for those who do not have air conditioning. They have already been delivered to the Senior Center, Hwy. 258, Jacksonville, NC, to be given to those in
need of them. The CWM gave two $100 gifts to two different families who have medical problems. The CWM also
gave a monetary gift to Worship & Wonder. Again, we welcome any and all ladies to join us. We meet the 2nd Tuesday
night of each month unless something special is happening. Our next meeting is August 8th. Peggy Jarman will be our
hostess. After delicious refreshments served by our hostess, Ann Jones, Peggy closed our meeting with prayer.

Women’s Day 2017
The ladies of FCC are excited to lead worship on Women’s Day scheduled for Sunday,
August 27! Our guest preacher is Kalin Folden. Kalin is a life long member of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). She was a member of First Christian Church, Princeton,
WV where Pastor Bill served for almost 5 years. Kalin received her call to ministry while
he was there.
Kalin has grown up in the Southern part of West Virginia and is currently in her third
year of undergraduate as a Christian Studies major at Bluefield College. After finishing
her undergraduate studies, Kalin hopes to continue her education by obtaining a Masters of Divinity degree to help further her ambitions in Pastoral ministry. Outside of
ministry, Kalin's other interests include Duke University basketball, furniture restoration, and spending time with her furry four legged friends.
Please make plans to join us in worship, August 27 and prepare to be blessed as Kalin
comes and shares her Christian passion with us. We will receive a love offering to assist
Kalin in her coming to Richlands!
Do you make crafts? Do you know someone who makes crafts? Our annual Craft
Bazaar is scheduled for October 7 from 9 a.m. — 2:30 p.m. We are now accepting applications to rent a space. The cost is $25 for a 8 x 10 space. The deadline
to submit an application is September 10. If you need additional information,
please contact Mary Ann Metts.
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Worship Committee News
Terry Jarman, Chair
We hope the new layout for the our worship bulletins looks great
to the each of you. Thank you Pastor Bill and Nanette for your
help and input.
We will have a Linger Longer and Share a Meal following the 11 a.m. worship service on Sunday, August 6. The Worship Committee will provide the meats. We kindly ask that you bring a vegetable dish and dessert.
We are looking for volunteers to help prepare and clean up communion for our 8:30 and 11:00 worship services. If
you are willing to volunteer please let Terry Jarman know. The committee wishes to thank each and every one of you
for your involvement with the church.
“Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.”---Romans 12:11

Christian Education News
Cindy Lunceford, Chair
► Weekend Vacation Bible School is August 10—12! We have excited VBS Directors of Julianna Paul and Colton Metts.
The theme is camping. Teachers, helpers, decorators are needed. Please pray for support and attend this time of Fellowship.
► Jesus Cafe: Come out and fellowship prior to Sunday School and stick around for Bible teachings in Sunday school.
► Mission Trip: Please be in prayer for the hands and feet of Christ as they work in the mission fields of Fayetteville.

Christian Men’s Fellowship News
Ben Black, CMF President
Our July meeting was held on the 3rd with 8 men in attendance. We are helping a family within our church with a personal situation. Bob Woodard brought us our devotion.
Charles Whittaker brought us a delicious snack. Thank you to both of you. On Saturday
July 15th, we had our monthly birthday breakfast at Angie’s Restaurant in Jacksonville,
with 18 men present. We celebrated the birthdays of John Tripp, Jonathan Adkins,
Austin Rogers, Nicolas Bristow, Mark Lunceford, David Britt, Ken Brown, Allen Barbee,
Taylor Bostic, Bryan Jones, Richard Quirk, Charles Whitaker, Richard Barbee, Harold
McGowan and Cameron Jones. Four of them came and enjoyed a free breakfast, compliments of their fellow brothers
in Christ (or Dad/Grandpa). Happy Birthday to all our Men who are another day older, and another year wiser. Those
birthday men who could not make it, we also held them up and wished them a happy birthday, even if they had other
commitments, or chose to take the day off and sleep in.

CHRISTIAN

Our August Birthday Breakfast will be on the 19th at 7:30 am. We will celebrate the birthdays of Leo Dumphy,
Mackenzie Metts, Brandon Bristow, Tim Huffman and Edward Williams. And if I have missed anyone I do apologize because I do want to wish each and every one of you a very happy birthday and more to come. Please come on out to
Angie’s on the third Saturday at 7:30 a.m. (we start gathering shortly after 7:00 a.m.) and enjoy the fellowship and a
FREE BREAKFAST (for your Birthday).
In case you are unfamiliar with STARS; it represents “Seniors That Are Really
Special”. If you are 55 and over, please come and join us Sunday, August 13 for
a movie and pizza following the 11 a.m. worship service. We will meet in the
Fellowship Hall. This will be a wonderful time of food, fellowship and a film that
will be sure to entertain. We all need a time to refresh and renew; this is that time! Hope to see you there.
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Social Committee
Mike & Cindy Lechette, Chairs
The Social Committee is hosting a pot luck dinner on Sunday, August 27 following the
11 a.m. worship service. Fried chicken will be provided. You are asked to bring a side dish
and/or dessert of your choosing. This is a wonderful opportunity to join with others here
at FCC; learn some new names and faces, enjoy great fellowship and try some tasty
dishes. Please make plans to join in and we will look forward to seeing you here in the
Fellowship Hall, Sunday, August 27.

Celebrating 62 Years of Marriage
Sunday, July 2, 2017 was a joyous day in the life of our Church family. During the 11 a.m.
Morning Worship service, Pastor Bill had the great honor of blessing the marriage of Leo
and Barbara Dumphy; as they celebrated their 62nd wedding anniversary. Pastor Bill
shared a brief word taken from 1 Corinthians with a reading “Marriage.”
We are blessed to have the Dumphys in our circle of faith and friendship. Thank you Leo
and Barbara for your beautiful witness of Christian marriage. We love you and will continue to pray for you as you strive for your 75th anniversary!

Years of Service Recognized
On Sunday, July 9, we recognized one of our own during the 11 a.m. Morning Worship Service. Debbie Rogers, who has served graciously and with great effectiveness as our “interim”
Church Secretary was honored with a plaque and gift from the FCC family. She was willing to
step forward and fulfill a special need in the Church. Her example is a wonderful witness to
us all. We are blessed to have Debbie and her family here at the church and are grateful for
her willingness to serve the Lord with her gifts and graces. “Well done, good and faithful servant.”

Notes of Gratitude

Your Chance to Bloom
If you would like to place flowers in the sanctuary for
our worship services each week; please sign-up on the
Altar Flower sheet outside the Church office. You can
also call the church office (910-324-4690). This is an opportunity to honor or remember someone special in
your life. You may bring your own arrangement or contact Terry Jarman for more information. Cost of arrangements will vary with type of flowers.

We are so blessed to be a part of the FCC family! Words
cannot express our thankfulness to everyone who organized our “welcome” reception. To those who came and
shared in the celebration; thank you for your presence,
gifts and cards and your loving spirit. You have made our
coming to Richlands a greater blessing than we could
have desired. We are honored to be with you. Blessings
to all of you in these days. (Pastor Bill & Nanette)
Thank you very much for your donation to the work of
Kontaktmission USA (designated for Luke & Tiffanie
Swain). Your contribution will be used to help spread the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and to plant new churches in
Europe and Asia. It is greatly appreciated!
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Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry
Brenda Huffman

In

July I attended a workshop for Operation Christmas
Child which jump started my motor for beginning
2017’s Shoebox Ministry. I skipped first, second and third
gear and went straight into high gear. I have already begun
shopping for this years collection of items for this ministry.
There are a few changes that I learned about at this years
workshop. We can no longer send candy, gum, or toothpaste in the shoeboxes. Also, the postage has increased from
$7.00 to $9.00 for each box. With these changes I have put together a list of all items we will be packing in our shoeboxes. The following items are what I am asking you to purchase for the boxes we will send out from FCC this year.
New or used Christmas cards (Christian only, no Santa, snowmen, etc.) T-shirts (boy or girl), sundresses, flip flops,
toothbrushes, toothbrush holders, dental floss (in place of toothpaste), wash cloths, bars of soap, soap box containers, combs, stretchy hair bands, notebooks, pencils, colored pencils, pencil sharpeners, pencil pouches, pens, crayons, erasers, sheets of stickers, small stuffed animals, balls, other toys (small puzzles, bags of marbles, hot wheel
cars, jump ropes, small musical instruments, paddle balls, jack & ball sets, Yo-Yos, etc.). Please see the calendar for
the items we will be collecting weekly. Please remember items that can’t be sent in the shoeboxes, candy, gum,
toothpaste, toy soldiers, warlike weapons, camouflage items, super heroes such as Batman, Spiderman, Ninja Turtles, etc., liquids, vitamins, medicines or chocolate.
I plan to put one of each item listed above in each shoebox. I would like to put a stuffed animal and ball in each box
along with one other toy from the other toy list above. Also, if you have any Christmas cards received from prior
years, we can recycle those. Please bring the recyclable Christmas cards in immediately so we can prepare them to
send out with this years shoeboxes. We sent out 409 shoeboxes in 2016. I have already purchased the OCC red and
green shoeboxes for this years ministry. Please pray that with the change in postage this year that we can continue to
increase the number of shoeboxes & lives we can touch with this ministry. The following story is just one of thousands
of stories told by individuals that received a shoebox as a child. A story of a life changing experience they had because
of a simply shoebox filled with items, and the unconditional love shown by Christians, because of God’s unconditional
love for them.
Vladimir-and-the Dental Floss
“I grew up in the Ukraine in a family of nine children. We survived on rice and potatoes and, as the third from the
youngest, I wore the clothes passed down to me from my older siblings—including tennis shoes. We took turns wearing them outside to play. We also shared a toothbrush among us.
My mom was very resourceful and made all of our clothes. She also did the laundry for all nine of us without a washer
or dryer. She worked so hard scrubbing with a large block of Russian soap that her hands would crack and bleed.
Prior to the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991, we were persecuted heavily for our faith in Christ. My father was the pastor of an underground church that met in the woods or various apartments in the middle of the night. Aware of this,
the government threatened to send him to Chernobyl to work on the nuclear reactor.
Even after the fall, the persecution continued. Our culture taught that if you believed in God you were weak.
When I was nine years old, we learned about a special event for low-income families. I’ll never forget riding the bus
and the tram to this occasion. It was a harsh winter and I didn’t have warm clothes, but I didn’t feel cold at all—only
excited. As I sat looking outside the window, it was as though time stopped.
When we arrived we found a lot of welcoming American smiles. They served us snacks, sang songs, and showed us a
cartoon sharing the Gospel. At the end of this, they opened big boxes that contained our Operation Christmas Child
shoebox gifts. I had never received a gift before.
Continued on next page 7.
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Continued from page 6.
As my siblings and I opened our shoebox gifts, I was so excited to look at the brightly colored packages and toys—
including a yo-yo! I thought this was so cool because it was bigger than the yo-yos that were popular in the Ukraine.
The school supplies inside my shoebox also made me feel special because my family couldn’t afford them. For once, I
had something that others in my class did not have.
My favorite thing in the box, though, was dental floss. I didn’t know what it was so I licked it, thinking it was candy.
Then I learned it was for brushing your teeth, so I rubbed the floss along the outside of my teeth. I thought Americans
were interesting people if they brushed their teeth with a string, but decided that since they have beautiful smiles, it
must work for them. I wondered if it was an invention that hadn’t come to the Ukraine yet. Once the wax wore off, I
used the fancy string to tie sticks together to make toys that would float in the water.
Inside my shoebox was also a note and a picture from a couple who lived in Colorado. Years later, it meant a lot to consider how they gave of their time and money to bless me.
My shoebox gift gave me an example of unconditional love. No strings were attached. Bribery was commonplace in the
Ukraine, so a gift was rarely a gift—something was always expected in return. Most people looked out only for themselves, but the shoebox gifts gave us hope that people can be loving and generous. Receiving something as a free gift
was new to me—and helped me better understand God’s free gift of salvation, which we can’t earn and can never repay.
Four years later, a relative of ours in the United States started lobbying for my family to immigrate to their city in Tennessee. Approvals came through, so in 2000, we sold our apartment in order to finance our journey. The local mafia,
however, discovered that we had cash on hand. A friend of my sister Nadia told her that they were planning to kidnap
one of us for ransom.
With a chartered bus waiting on the street to take us to the airport, a group of friends came to our three-bedroom,
fifth floor apartment to escort us one-by-one to our transportation. Other friends waited with those who had made it
to the bus. This ensured that no one was left alone and vulnerable to the mafia’s schemes. When we finally got on the
airplane, we were relieved.
Today, I work for the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association in Charlotte as a web designer. I enjoy packing shoeboxes
together with my wife and two boys. My favorite thing to include is a soccer ball, because it is often shared by the entire neighborhood. Playing soccer helped me avoid some of the common traps for youth in my culture, like drugs and
alcohol.
I pray that the Operation Christmas Child gifts we send will bless each child and help them see God’s unconditional
love—just as my shoebox blessed me.”
Let us (FCC) not forget how blessed we truly are. Let us give out of our abundance and bless as many children, their
families and friends as we can. Is that not what we are called to do, to serve, not to be served? We can supply the
tool (shoeboxes) to open doors for missionaries to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Samaritan Shoebox Ministry is
more than just a shoebox filled with toys and school supplies. Children who receive Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are invited to learn more about Jesus through a discipleship program. Each and every shoebox gift, given in Jesus’ Name, opens doors for boys and girls and their families to hear the Good News of the Lord Jesus Christ. As a result, churches are growing and communities are transformed. As you pack a shoebox and send it off with prayer, you
are partnering with believers around the world to share the Gospel. This program is called “The Greatest Journey”.
As we begin this ministry let us not forget what Paul said in Acts 20:35 (NIV)

“In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the
words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive’.”
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Serving in August
Acolytes—11:00 Worship
August 6—Jason Lester
August 13—Cameron Jones
August 20—Tarique Adkins
August 27—Peyton Adkins
Communion Set Up & Pick Up—8:30 Worship
August 6—Peggy Jarman, Terry Jarman
August 13—Donna Muller, Terry Jarman
August 20—Tammy Gurganus
August 27—Donna Muller, Terry Jarman
Communion Set & Pick Up—11:00 Worship
August 6—Terry Jarman
August 13—Mary Ann & Krystal Metts
August 20—Angela Bostic
August 27—Brenda Huffman, Lenny Silva
Deacons/Deaconesses
August 6—Donald Morton, Ashley Brown, Ethan Richmond, Halan Byrdy
August 13—David Murphy, Mike Gurganus, Beth Lechette
Julianna Paul
August 20—Von Jarman, Taylor Bostic, Will Holley, Colton
Metts
August 27—April Jones, Edward Williams, Josh Adkins,
Courtney Rogers
Elders Serving at the Lord’s Table
August 6—Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
August 13—Kim Metts, Ben Black
August 20—Tom Barbee, Ray Randall
August 27—Jane Anderson, Terry Jarman
Greeters—8:30 Worship
August 6—Doug & Sheila Nikkel
August 13—Margaret Hintze
August 20—Peggy Jarman
August 27—Rhonda Edwards & Mitch Gabe
Greeters—11:00 Worship
August 6—Kristy Cottle, Irene Futrell
August 13—Leo & Barbara Dumphy
August 20—Beverly Black & Aaliyah
August 27—Vicki & Jodi Paul
Nursery—11:00 Worship
August 6—Shannon & Randall Jones
August 13—Dawn Taylor, Carol Appleyard
August 20—Kristy Cottle, Terry Jarman
August 27—Patricia Jones
Worship & Wonder
August 6—Cathy Cabrera, Beth Lechette
August 13 & 20—Off
August 27—TBA

Organist—11:00 Worship
Janet Bryan
Pianist—8:30 Worship
Kim McGowan, Kay Payne
Pianist—11:00 Worship
Kay Payne
Serving At The Heritage
August 6—Kim Metts
August 13—Ben Black
August 20—Tom Barbee
August 27—Ray Randall
Sound Room—8:30 Worship
August 6—Jeremy Holley
August 13—Tom Barbee
August 20—Ben Black
August 27—Jeremy & Will Holley
Sound Room—11:00 Worship
Ken Brown, Cindy Lunceford

Celebrating Birthdays In August!
2 Wendy Carter
3 Kristen Huffman, Linda Maxwell
4 Leo Dumphy
8 Josh McGowan
10 Beverly Taylor
11 Edith Smither
13 MacKenzie Metts, Faith Melendez
14 Brandon Bristow
16 Sylvia Hall
18 Shirley Woodard
19 Tim Huffman, Tammy Gurganus
21 Chris Muller
23 Cindy Lechette
28 Linda Lewis
29 Dianne Causey, Von Jarman
31 Rita Bradley
If your August birthday is not listed, please contact the
Church office so we can update our files.
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