
A Message from the Pastor 

Spring season 

How the Physical season can reflect a spiritual season. 

There are those seasons of Spring when everything seems to be new and bloom-

ing! Spiritually, this may be when we first come to know Christ as our Savior! 

"Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has 

gone, the new is here!" 2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV 

Reading God's Word, fellowshipping with other believers, praying & spending 

time with God every day is new and fresh!  We feel new and fresh...and we are!  

Jesus has not only come into our lives and changed us; He has exchanged His life 

for ours!  

Seasons come more than once though, and so during our spiritual life we get to 

enjoy several Springs along the way as God brings new growth as we dwell in His 

garden. 

Spring is certainly a time of beauty and new growth!  However, showers still 

come in nature as well as life.  God uses them to help us grow in Him, and      

although He does not promise us a trial or rain-free life, He does promise to be 

with us in the storms! 

I pray that spring this year will be a season of spiritual growth for us all. Whether 

it brings sunny days or stormy days, the Lord is always with us every step of the 

way.  

Pastor Mark 
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Fellowship  Meeting 

Tuesday, April 13, 
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“LORD, we ask that You would give us Your vision for our lives, in Jesus’ name 

Pastor Mark 

A Word For the Church 



                                 

   Several ladies attended our March 9th gathering.  We shared prayer praises and concerns.  Mara offered our 

opening prayer. 

   Our devotion, “Who Has Your Hope?” was given by Rosolyn.  Several scriptures were referenced.  The  

scripture  came from Psalm 86: 10-12.  To have hope, we need to walk in God’s ways. 

   We signed several all-occasion cards.  Four thank-you cards were read.  The CWF has a couple of t-shirts on 

hand if anyone is interested.  We hope to set a date in the near future to feed the residents at the homeless 

shelter.   For general information, church committees and leaders are working on our return to Sunday 

School and other events as CDC guidelines continue to open up.  FYI, there was a community food drive for 

CHEW, held Friday, March 12th from 10am to 7pm in the front Richlands Piggly Wiggly parking lot. 

   The service project for March was giving a monetary gift to a family who recently lost their home by fire.  At 

this time, RCOM is not in need of any food items.  CHEW, however, is receiving instant oatmeal, instant grits 

and pop tarts. The Heritage always appreciates shampoo, conditioner, lotion, Kleenex, and large print word 

search puzzles.   A container has been placed in the hallway  of the fellowship hall to receive these items for 

anyone who would like to contribute to the residents in The Heritage. 

   Shirley gave our treasurer’s report and Brenda Pike gave our Christmas box report. 

   Delicious refreshments were enjoyed.  Our hostess for our April 13th meeting is Gayle.  ALL ladies are       

encouraged to be a part of CWF by attending our monthly meetings. 

   Our closing prayer was offered by Kristy. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Mary Ann Metts, Secretary 

 

C.H.E.W. 

(Children Healthy Eating Weekends) 

 We are continuing to pack 125 bags per week. We have approximately 

eight weeks left in this school year to pack. The Drive on  March 12th was a 

great success. Any questions feel free to call Shirley Woodard at   

(910)330-3847. 



 

 Seven men attended our regular meeting on March 1.  They met in the Fellowship Hall, using 

the church’s social distancing guidelines.  Tom welcomed the men and Brian Jones opened the 

meeting with  prayer.   

 Minutes and budget reports of our February meeting were read and approved by the men.  

Tom presented the devotion.  The text was from Luke 8, where Jesus told the parable of the sower.  

We discussed the types of soil on which the seed fell:  some rocky, some shallow, some with thorns 

and weeds, and some fertile.  Jesus explained that the seed is the gospel and the types of soils are 

the hearts of those who hear the Word.  In our discussion of the passage we agreed that each of us 

needs to make sure the “soil” of our hearts is fertile and receives the gospel and grows a harvest for 

Jesus!   

 Edward Williams is scheduled to bring our program at the next meeting, on April 5.  Edward 

always provides a good message for us. We closed the meeting with prayer, remembering many 

sick and suffering people.  We look forward to the time that the pandemic will be in the past and the 

men will be able to resume our monthly birthday breakfasts and our occasional soup and sandwich 

fundraising lunches.  We welcome all men of the church to attend and participate with us. 

 

 

Richlands Outreach Ministry is still begging for volunteers. Since the pandemic, donations 

have grown considerably. If anyone is available, please stop by the RCOM for a volunteer 

form or if you have any questions. You can also contact Shirley Woodard to point you in the 

right direction. (910)330-3847 

RCOM 



 

Young Ladies Seamless Bible Study 

Sundays @ 6:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall! 

 

Seamless is a 7- session study that covers ma-

jor events from the Bible, tying them together into the 

greater story of Scripture. The goal is to lead girls to a 

complete understanding of God’s story as seen from 

Genesis to Revelation. 

Contact Vicki Paul (910) 409-2880  

to reserve a spot! 

Meeting Dates: 4/11, 4/18, 4/25, 5/2, 

5/9, 5/16, 5/23. 

 

Adult Sunday 

School 

Grab your Bible and join in 

the Fellowship Hall at 

8:30am on Sunday Morning. 

This Bible Study is based on 

focused readings and group 

discussion.  

Next Sunday’s reading will 

be about Holy Week.  

Coffee and pastry are served 

at the Jesus Café. 

Kid’s Corner 

 

We use SuperBook lessons in the Spirit 
Troopers Worship. You can play games and 
watch videos on SuperBook at home too! 

Click to see!

 

https://us-en.superbook.cbn.com/sb_bible


 

 Christian Education 
Committee 

April 2021 

      Upcoming Events: 

Adult Sunday School 

Every Sunday in the Fellowship Hall @ 8:30 am 

Family Spirit Sunday School 

Every Sunday in the CLC @ 8:30am 

Spirit Troopers 

Every Sunday during 9:30am service 

Worship & Wonder 

Every Sunday during 9:30am service 

Young Ladies “Seamless” Bible 

Study 

Sundays beginning April 11
th
 in the Fellowship Hall @ 

6:30pm 

 

Committee News: 

Welcome Back! We are excit-
ed to be starting back with 

some face-to-face Bible 
study programs.  

Our committee is dedicated 
to helping revitalize and grow 

the faith of all- young and 
old!  

Please know that we are tak-
ing safety precautions includ-
ing wearing masks and social 

distancing.  

God bless, Cyndi Tucker 

 

 

 

Can you be a helper? Just one Sunday a month can make a great impact in the 
Kingdom of God!  

Please call or text Cyndi Tucker @ 910-388-7443 if you can volunteer a Sunday 
to help with one of our activities.  

Acts 4:33: "With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus. And God's grace was so powerfully at work in them all." 

 





 

    Help Wanted Sound Room Volunteers  

IT Committee needs your help. Anyone wishing to learn the technology 

side of the church please contact Tim Adkins at tba203@hotmail.com or 

sign up in April.  

Sign-up sheets will go up soon in the entrance of the fellowship hall, on 

the bulletin board. We are looking for three more dependable volunteers 

to learn about technology service in the church. No experience required 

we will teach you!  

 

 

 Hello parents of Spirit Troopers and Worship and Wonder  

As you arrive Sunday Morning at the church and enter the front vestibule you will see a stand that says 

child check – in  

This is where you and your children need to check in for church activities.  

For Security purposes, when you check in you will receive a name tag with the child’s room and their 

name. And your child will receive one as we well.  

When services have finished, and you go to pick up your child the Leader of the group will look at your 

tag and match you with your child.  

We ask that you please do not send siblings to pick up your children.  

The church is placing this system in place to keep your children safe while they are not physically with 

you.  

All children 5th grade and under will check in in this manner.  

Thank you  

 



SAMARITAN SHOEBOX MINISTRY 

Our plan for the 2021 Samaritan Shoebox Ministry is to collect a few items each month.  It has become more and more difficult to 
wait to do all the shopping for this ministry until Aug.  More and more I am finding the items are harder to find in bulk this late in 
the year.  Our goal is to pack 400 shoeboxes 
 

The items we will be collecting in April 
New or recycled Christmas Cards, and greeting cards (BD, Thank You, Valentine Day, Easter, etc.) 
Sheets of Stickers (Easter stickers will be on sale after the holiday) 
Small Stuffed Animals (Easter ones will be on sale after the holiday) 
Plastic Easter Eggs 
Colored Spoons 
Approx. 3/8 Inch Duct Tape Decorative or Colored Tape (We will be making Maracas) 
Travel size tissues 
 
Here is a list of the items we normally put in all shoeboxes.  I will have a few designated items for you to purchase and bring in 
each month.  Should you see any of these items on sale anytime during the year, that would be a good time to pick them up.  I will 
have a red & green plastic container marked “Samaritan Shoebox” in the vestibule for the collection of these items. 
Youth T-Shirts (We have 400 T-shirts already)     1 Subject Spiral Notebook 
Youth Flip Flops      Small Lined Notebooks 
Bar Soap (Someone has provided all of these)   Pencils 
Washcloth (Someone has provided all of these)  Pens 
Dental Floss                          Pencil Sharpener 
Toothbrushes      Colored Pencils 
Toothbrush Holders     Crayons 
Hairbrush      Sheets of Stickers 
Ponytail Holders      Stuffed Animals (approximately 5” to 7”) 
Hairbows                  Small Toys 
Hairbands      Small Games 
Travel Size Tissues                                                                               Small Balls 
Draw String Backpack (to fit in shoe box)                            Pencil Pouches 
                                                                                                   Small Puzzles 
 
Here is a list of items we use to make items for the shoeboxes 
Colored Spoons                                                                                    Beads (for making necklaces) 
Plastic Easter Eggs     Plastic Craft Lace (for making necklaces) 
Plastic Soda Bottle Caps (water bottle caps too small)       New or Used CD’s  
3/8” Colored Duct Tape     Foam Sheets & Cut Outs (use as game pieces for Tic-Tac-Toe) 
Zip Lock Bags (all sizes)                                                  Ribbon (to make praise wands & attach to the ponytail holders) 
  
We will still be collecting Christmas cards (new or recycled).  I will also be collecting the picture portion of any greeting cards 
(birthday, thank you, etc.)  The past several years we have used the picture portion of the recycled greeting cards in the shoe-
boxes.  I have had volunteers to write scripture and a personal note from FCC on the back side of the picture portion of the recy-
cled Christmas cards.  I also plan to use some of the greeting cards to make the Tic-Tac-Toe gameboards.  So, please do not discard 
your Christmas/greeting cards.  Please be sure to remove the personal message portion of the card before dropping them off at 
the church.  If you can, you could write the personal message and scripture on the backside before dropping them off.   
Please remember we cannot pack used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives, or military figures), 
chocolate or food, candy, liquids or lotions, medications, vitamins, breakable items, glass, aerosol cans, etc. 
Also, remember after each holiday (Christmas, Valentine’s Day, Easter, etc.) the stores will have the holiday items on sale.  This is 
always a good time to pick up stuffed animals, stickers, etc. with these holiday themes. 
Thank you for you love and support with this ministry.   
Brenda Huffman 
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