Baptism
You may have heard us talking about baptism at church. If you grew up in a church, you may have many differing views on baptism, or if you have never been around a church you may be wondering what in the world we are talking about. In this pamphlet we hope to answer your questions and clarify the Bible’s teaching on Baptism.
What is Baptism?
Baptism is one of the most fundamental aspects of the Christian.  Since the beginning days of the early church, Christians have been practicing the act of baptism.  Although it has taken on different forms and some even debate about the meaning a little, they still agree that people who claim to follow Jesus should be baptized.
Definition
The word baptism actually comes from the Greek word baptizmo which literally means “to cover in water or immerse”.
Identification with Christ
Baptism is a wonderful symbol of our identity as a follower of Christ.  When Jesus died on the cross, He was buried in the tomb for three days and rose again to new life.  When we are baptized, we are “buried” in the water and then we “rise again” to symbolize our new life in Him.  (Romans 6:3-4)
What do we do?
Some people baptize by sprinkling a little water over the head. However, this is usually associated with what is known as infant baptism (we offer some explanation of this in the questions section).  At Mountain View Fellowship we practice full immersion baptism. This means that we immerse the person fully under water and bring them back up. We do this for a couple of reasons.  First, it follows with the definition of the original word which means “to immerse”. Second, this seems to be the example of what we see in scripture.  When we look at the baptisms of Jesus and those that were baptized into the early church, it seems that they were fully immersed. (Matthew 3:16 & Acts 8:38-39)
Why do we get baptized?
Follow Jesus’ Example
As Christians we are called to follow the example of Jesus. The very first thing Jesus did when He started His ministry here on earth was to be baptized (Matthew 3:13-17).
It is associated with almost every conversion in the Early Church
The church has had many challenges and changes over the years.  One of the key challenges is how can we best follow the example of the early church in today’s context. One thing we consistently see in the New Testament church is the urgency and emphasis on baptism. In just about every case of people giving their lives to Christ they were baptized immediately.  
While some aspects of the early church may be a little more difficult to emulate based on society, this is one that is easy for us to follow, so why would we not follow suit?  (Acts 2:38-41, 8:12-16, 26-40, 9:10-22, 10:34-48, 16:25-34, 18:8, 19:1-5)
It is a sign of your testimony
Have you ever thought about why we have wedding ceremonies?  One of the key reasons is because it is a way of testifying before others of the commitment and covenant relationship you are entering into with your spouse. Baptism offers this same opportunity. It is a way that we publicly proclaim our faith in Christ and make it known to others that we are entering into a covenant relationship with Him.  
It is a commandment from Jesus
The simplest and important reason for baptism is that it is a command of Jesus. In Matthew 28:19-20 we see that just before Jesus ascended into heaven He gave a command to His disciples that they were to “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age." 
There are many things Jesus has commanded us to do, but possibly the easiest command you will ever follow of His is to be baptized.  
What to Expect
Whether you have ever seen a baptism or not we want you to be as comfortable as possible with the process and many churches handle baptisms differently. At Mountain View Fellowship we try to keep a relaxed and informal atmosphere in our baptisms.  We want this to be something you and your church family can celebrate together, not something that causes stress.
Here’s an idea of what you should expect:
1) To give a video testimony - As we have said, baptism is a great opportunity for you to declare your faith in Christ and your willingness to turn your life over to him. This is your opportunity to share a short version of your story of how you came to this place and the difference Christ is making in your life. Don’t worry, it doesn’t have to be something fantastic or dramatic.  We just want to give others a chance to hear your story.  We will provide you with a couple of questions to help you through it and you can take the time to prepare it if you like and since it’s on video you won’t have to worry about saying something embarrassing.
2) A Special Event - We make a big deal of baptisms. This is an exciting thing for your church to celebrate with you. We would like you to feel free to invite anyone you’d like to this special occasion. Often times there will be others being baptized on the same day.  We will invite everyone from the church to join us at the location and we often times will share in a song or two, a prayer and give you another chance to share anything on your heart if you want as well as anyone else that wants to encourage you.  
3) To be fully immersed - As stated, the word baptize means to fully immerse. So you will enter the water with whoever is baptizing you and they will ask you a couple of questions including: “Do you believe that Jesus Christ is the one and only Son of the living God?” and “Do you confess faith in Him and give your life to Him as His disciple?”  Then they will help you lean back and immerse you as they say “I baptize you in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit”.  Don’t worry, they will pull you right back up.  That’s it, no magic, no ritual. Just a very basic easy symbol of your inclusion into the body of Christ and to your confession of Christ as your Lord.
Questions
What should I wear?
Please wear something modest. Other than that, whatever you are comfortable getting wet in.  Often times men wear their swim suit and a t-shirt.  Women often times wear their swim suit and perhaps a t-shirt over it and maybe board shorts if their suit is a two piece. You also may want to wear sandals if we are in the lake or river.  Whatever you wear, please take into consideration that it may be see through when it gets wet.
What if I was baptized as an infant?
It’s really up to you. We don’t push either way. We do believe baptism is meant to be made as a decision by someone who is a believer. However, if you were baptized as an infant, we don’t want you to feel that you must be baptized again. We would invite you to read the scripture references in this pamphlet and make a decision for yourself as to what you believe God would want.
What if I was baptized at another church?
As long as that church was a Bible teaching, grace-based church than we would say that there is no reason to get baptized again. We don’t want you to discount the teaching, love and discipleship you received there. The question comes down to whether or not you were baptized into Christ in a church that recognizes Him as the one and only Son of God and teaches that salvation comes only through our total trust in Him. If you were baptized before, we recommend you bring this up with one or our shepherds and allow them to walk through some of these questions with you.
Can I get re-baptized?
As long as you were baptized in a Christ-centered, bible teaching church, we don’t recommend it. All of us as followers of Christ have times when we are following Him more closely than others. We don’t want you to feel as though you should be re-baptized every time you slip in your walk. However, if you have more questions about this, one of our shepherds would be happy to talk with you about it.
Do I have to be baptized to be a Christian?
That is a great question and one that has actually been debated among Christians for centuries. Most Christians would say no. They would say that you are saved through faith in Christ and a repentant heart. They would also say that we are not saved through works and that baptism is a work. However, they would still say that being baptized is very important.
Others would say that, yes, we must be baptized to be a follower of Christ and that we are not saved until we have been baptized. They would say this based on two key scriptures. The first is Acts 2:38. When Peter was asked by the crowd what they must do to be saved he said “Repent and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins.” The second is found in 1 Peter 3:20-21 that basically makes a comparison of God cleansing the earth through the flood, to baptism cleansing us before God and saving us.
[bookmark: _GoBack]At Mountain View Fellowship we believe it is a difficult question. These scriptures seem to show that it is of utmost importance and yet it would make someone question: “what about the person who has given their heart to God and yet has not had an opportunity for baptism?” We believe that any person who gives their heart to God and commits themselves to Christ, offering themselves to Him as their Lord is saved and can call themselves a follower of Christ.  Yet we also believe the Bible is very clear that we are called to be baptized and it sets a strong example of believers being baptized as soon as possible. Therefore, we put a strong emphasis on it and would want to understand someone’s reason for not choosing to be baptized.
