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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Lori Reusch May 1
Ryan Rosentrater May 1
James Wilson May 2
Samuel Rosentrater May 3
Bentley Brown May 4
Bryon Kelley May 4
Trygve McGill May 5
Kari Stika May 6
Ryan Harper May 8
Nancy Peterson May 10
Cory Hughes May 10
Dennis Freed May 10
Shirley Powers May 11
Eric Ivarson May 12
Elise Anderson May 14
Lorna Wilson May 16
Beaux Blankers May 16
Ryker Scholten May 16
Bob Lane May 17
Grady Wolfswinkel May 19
Kaysha Brown May 20
Bruce Godbersen May 21
Lauren Lichter May 23
Wyatt Wester May 24
Carrie Dunnette May 24
Roland Deubner May 25
Mark Hecox May 25
Pastor Tyler May 25
Greyson Johnson May 27
Brielle Stauffer May 28
Lyndsay Wolfswinkel May 28
Cindy Godbersen May 29
Christina Dobson May 29
Sara Wilcox May 31
Julie Anderson May 31
Sara Wester May 31

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR FRIENDS IN THE CHURCH FAMILY

JUNE BIRTHDAYS

David Brown June 1
Max Erdmann June 2
Sophia Patterson June 4
Donella Bierman June 5
Eloise Brown June 7
David Wester June 7
August Deubner June 8
Joleen Stout June 10
David Bierman June 12
Kevin Massmann June 15
Levi Rosentrater June 15
Mary Wolodkiewicz June 15
Randy Jipp June 16
Joanne Petersen June 16
Dixie Anderson June 17
Dee Murphy June 17
Theresa Gnade June 19
Greg Swanson June 20
Tyler Harper June 23
Annie Ivarson June 23
Lorraine Mortenson June 23
Asher Wester June 26
Billie Owens June 27
Matthew Swanson June 28
Elias Peterson June 29
Emma Peterson June 29
Ona Foster June 30
Jim Halstrom June 30
Warren Verploeg June 30

Brenda Bird ~ In the summer of 2018 God put the call on my heart to 
use my gift of hospitality and minister to the Spanish-speaking people in 
northwest Iowa.  In the moments after I heard that specific call on my 
heart, I literally turned the corner while walking in my neighborhood and 
met four young men from Costa Rica.  Only one of them spoke English.  
My first step towards making this ministry a reality was to learn Spanish!  
Thanks to these guys, their families and a lot of online resources, I was 
able to improve my Spanish skills and now I speak Spanish everyday 
with native Spanish speakers.  I teach English to adult workers from 
Mexico so that they can work with farmers here in Iowa.  We practice 
pronunciation, reading and writing, so that they can be confident in their 
communication skills.  Two of my students have already received 
promotions within the company.  Their confidence is an important part of 
my ministry because practicing with me offers them a safe place to 
make mistakes without fear of judgement.  More importantly, I am 
available to them as a friend.  So when they are driving down the 

highway and see the sign that says “No driving on shoulder,” they can call 
me later and ask me why on earth anyone would drive on a shoulder.  
Because in Spanish “shoulder” is only a body part, not the side of the 

road!  When we have our weekly classes at the Pizza Ranch in Orange City, we are normalizing the process of 
learning English, and in the future, I hope to reach out to more of the Latino community to help anyone who 
wants to improve their level of English.  I look forward to seeing how God will continue to minister through me 
in this way. 

Cindy Mogensen, Pam Cooper, and Lori Reusch ~ God called Cindy, Pam, and Lori to start a ministry during 
an uncertain time of isolation and loneliness. Food for the Soul ministry was started during the height of the 
Covid pandemic during a time of lock down when people were afraid to go out, even to shop for groceries. 
Many people felt lonely and isolated and in need of a human touch. This affected our church community as 
well as the larger community. Cindy Mogensen asked Lori Reusch and Pam Cooper if they would be willing to 
put together meals and deliver them to people who were in need. Some of the needs were loneliness, long and 
short-term medical issues, and helping new moms out with a meal. The Deacon’s committee gave this ministry 
its full support.

Today, 50-80 meals are prepared every two to three weeks, usually on Tuesdays. There are more than 20 
people helping prepare the meals and deliver them. The person delivering the meal takes time to visit and pray 
with the person receiving the meal.

If you would like to help with this ministry by baking, cooking, or delivering meals, or if you know someone who 
would benefit from this ministry, please talk to Cindy Mogensen, Lori Reusch, or Pam Cooper.

Pastor Tyler praying for 
Brenda Bird and Pam Cooper

WHAT ARE YOU CALLED TO?
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GENERAL BOARD UPDATE

The General Board did not meet in April. The next 
meeting will be May 18.

Financial Report:
• General Fund Balance as of 4/30/21-$153,557.43
• General Fund Income for April - $26,388.87
• Year-to-date GF income - $106,017.57
• General Fund Expenses for April - $22,887.73
• Year-to-date GF expenses - $90,416.37

• Mission Fund 2nd Quarter giving - $3,744.32
• Mission Fund Quarterly Commitment - $16,350.00

Sunday Attendance
                Worship SS
April 4 236 Easter Breakfast
April 11 161 40
April 18 180 N/A
April 25 148 47

Wednesday Attendance
April 7  97
April 14 101
April 21  98
April 28 N/A

WEBSITE
oakdalechurch.com

If you have visited our website recently, you will have 
noticed a new look. Check it out and let us know what 
you think. We want our website to be user friendly and 
informative.

You can view the weekly bulletin and monthly 
newsletter on the website to help you keep up to date 
with church news and information.

All video announcements will also be posted on the 
“church family” page of the website.

ELDER BOARD UPDATE

It was wonderful to be reminded of God’s grace from 
Pastor Tyler recently. Grace extended to both Jews 
and Gentiles for their/our salvation; but also daily 
grace for our walk with Him so that our lives can bear 
fruit by the operation of His Spirit in us for His glory. 
May we be vessels of grace in our interactions with 
each other and with those yet outside the family of 
God.

Pastor Seth presented a definition of outreach and its 
key components. It is important that we understand 
what we mean by ‘outreach’; what it looks like and 
how we as the Body of Christ can live it out in our daily 
lives and as a church as we interact with others. The 
elders are thinking through and praying about this 
before presenting it to the Oakdale family.  

Elders, elders in training and other leaders are going 
to be in the pulpit more often as we try to train and 
equip God’s people for the work of ministry. Pastor 
Tyler is going to plan to have someone else in the 
pulpit every six weeks or so to give more people 
experience proclaiming the Word. It will also help him 
focus on discipleship and other pastoral functions 
during those weeks. 

“Are we meeting in the park this summer for Sunday 
worship?”  That is the $1000 question.  We discussed 
the summer programming: Sundays, Wednesday 
nights, etc. The consensus is that we continue what 
was started last summer with much appeal and 
success. We also realize we can improve our 
wonderful outdoor venue to make it more ‘user 
friendly’ for everyone. One of the appeals of being 
outside, whether for Sunday mornings or Wednesday 
nights, is that it really promotes fellowship and thus, 
community. This is so important! We are looking to 
implement some ideas to enhance this even more this 
summer. The elders and the diaconate will be working 
together to make our summer together impactful 
spiritually and enjoyable as we gather together.  

The elders, as well as Pastor Tyler and Pastor Seth, 
are grateful to God for our Oakdale family. What a joy 
it is to serve our gracious God and Savior together. 
We continue to value and give thanks for your prayers 
for us.

Special Projects Fundraising
Goal: $15,000
Donations received as of 5/9/21: $14,880

To learn more about the special projects, 
read a letter to the church family at 
https://oakdalechurch.com/church-family

GRADUATES

On Sunday, May 23, we will recognize our three high 
school graduates in the worship service.

Grace Anderson | Washington High School, Cherokee
Grace is the daughter of Joel & Charity Anderson

Wyatt Harper | South O’Brien High School, Paullina
Wyatt is the son of Ryan & Tiffany Harper

Hannah Rosentrater | Washington High School, 
Cherokee
Hannah is the daughter of Ryan & Karen Rosentrater

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
JULY 12-16

CHILD EVANGELISM FELLOWSHIP 5-DAY CAMP

Oakdale EFC is partnering with Child Evangelism 
Fellowship to bring a 5-day vacation Bible school day 
camp to our neighborhoods and communities.  CEF 
will provide teachers that are screened, trained, and 
equipped to teach the timeless truths of the Bible in 
exciting and engaging ways. Children age 5-12 will 
hear stories from the Bible, learn Scripture verses, 
play games and enjoy snacks.

Holding VBS 5-day camps in our communities will 
allow children to attend that may not be able to if it is 
held elsewhere. We will have the opportunity to work 
together to teach the Gospel message to our children.

Would you like to host a VBS day camp in your 
community or neighborhood for five days July 12-16?  
You can choose the time of day that you would like to 
host (90 minutes) and the location of the day camp.  
CEF will provide the teachers and the materials.  We 
also need helpers at each day camp and snacks and 
drinks.

If you are able to host or help in any way, let us know 
by contacting the church office or complete this form:
https://forms.gle/yHRuoA3SjAnMirw89

CHILD DEDICATIONS

We will be doing child dedications on Sunday, May 
30. If you would like to dedicate your child, contact 
Pastor Tyler or the church office.

OUTDOOR SERVICES

On Sunday, May 30, we will begin holding our 
worship services outdoors at Oakdale Park at 
9:30am. If we have bad weather, we will let you know 
through text and email that the service will be held in 
the sanctuary.  Bring your chair or blanket or sit in 
your car and enjoy worship outdoors.

You are invited to a “picnic with the pastor” every 
Sunday following our outdoor worship service. Pastor 
Tyler and Brielle will be grilling hot dogs and 
hamburgers. Bring a side dish and your own drink.

WEDNESDAY FAMILY MINISTRIES

On Wednesday, June 2, we will begin meeting at the 
Oakdale Park on Wednesdays at 6:00pm for a meal 
followed by devotions and games.

OKOBOJI BIBLE CONFERENCE 
WOMEN’S LUNCHEON

The Women’s Luncheon at the Okoboji Bible 
Conference will be held Wednesday, August 4 at 
1:00pm at the Arrowwood Resort. Sign up for a ticket 
before June 6 on the sheet in the foyer or contact the 
church office. Ticket price is $25. Arrangements will 
be made to carpool.

ELECTRONIC GIVING

Did you know you can give online to Oakdale 
Church?  You can give a one-time gift or set up a 
recurring gift from your checking account or credit 
card. 

You can give by going to our website at 
https://oakdalechurch.com/donate or download the 
“GivePlus Church” app on your devices. 

Electronic giving allows you to give your tithes and 
offerings at anytime and from anywhere.

If you have questions, please contact the church 
office at 712-443-8385.

mailto:tstauffer@oakdalechurch.com
mailto:oakdale@oakdalechurch.com
mailto:oakdale@oakdalechurch.com
https://oakdalechurch.com/donate
https://oakdalechurch.com/church-family

