
fall 2021 
Oakdale Evangelical Free Church 

www.oakdalechurch.com

The
Oakdale Messenger

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Nov. 2 - Tim Wester
Nov. 4 - Luke Dobson

 Kiefer Ivarson
Nov. 7 - Paul Wester 
Nov. 8 - Joseph Hayward

 Kru Ivarson
Nov. 11 -Bobbi Massmann
Nov. 12-Walter Wilson
Nov. 13 -Ruby Scholten
Nov. 14 -Owen Patterson
Nov. 15 -AJ Badker
Nov. 16 -Levi Hancock
Nov. 17 -Craig Blankers

  Izzy Dobson
Nov. 19 -Ellinor Sorensen
Nov. 20 -Olivia Hughes
Nov. 22 -Carrie Hinterholzer

  Carol Lane
Nov. 24 -Nick Patterson
Nov. 25 -Mark Wester
Nov. 26 -Noah Lichter
Nov. 28 -Steve Dublinske

  Laura Lundquist
Nov. 29 -Eric McGill

  Trent Wester
Nov. 30 -John Beier
               Pam Cooper

  CaLeigh Olsen

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Dec. 1 - Frances Deubner

 Hazel Hayward
 Steve Lemke

Dec. 2 - Sawyer Blankers
Dec. 5 - Andy Brown

 Jeanette Johnson
 Raylan Mayer
 Sue Peterson

Dec. 6 - Katie Hayward
Dec. 7 - Mark Foster

 Julie Wester
Dec. 8 - Alyssa Hughes
Dec. 9 - Koy Ivarson
Dec. 11 -Liam Hancock

  Estella Stout
  Pastor Seth Withrow

Dec. 12- Angie Creel
Dec. 13 -Sarah Gnade
Dec. 19 -Dean Halstrom
Dec. 20 -Ona Deubner

  Tiffany Harper
  Brent Wolfswinkel

Dec. 22 -Jan Brown
Dec. 23 -Kayson Ivarson

  Becky Wester
Dec. 25 -Christi Patterson
Dec. 27 -Kris Badker

  Colleen Erdmann
Dec. 28 -Avelyn White
Dec. 29 -Ed Florine
Dec. 30 -Quinn VanderPloeg

Women’s Ministries

Birthday Party

Women’s Ministries held a birthday party for all women in September. Each 
table was beautifully decorated with its own unique centerpiece and display of 
china. Memories were shared of special birthdays and a fun game was played 
to help women to get better acquainted. 

“If therefore there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, make my joy complete by being of the 
same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.” (Phil 2:1)

Harvest and the change to autumn colors remind us that God has richly blessed us with 
abundance and variety. What a wonderful Creator and Father He is! We, as an Oakdale church 
and family, go through changes as well; whether it’s going from one sermon series (Acts) to the 
next (Philippians) or starting new fall ministries.

We, as individuals and families, also go from ‘season to season’. Whether it’s the homegoing of 
Sara Wester or moving to a new home as Carrie is experiencing, it seems that we are being 
challenged to constantly deal with change. 

But the verse above reminds us of what we have in Christ and what we are to share with one 
another as God’s family: “encouragement…consolation…fellowship…affection and compassion…
joy…being of the same mind…same love…(same) purpose! 

We are exhorted to “encourage” (literally to ‘give courage’) one another 100 x’s in the New 
Testament! We know Sara was a blessing to many through her faithful, quiet encouragement of 
others and her ministry of prayer; Carrie has been such a blessing in Children’s Ministries; De 
does so much to keep things running smoothly; how about Nancy as Gospel Granny – we could 
go on and on! Let’s make it a practice to encourage those who, whether out front or behind the 
scenes, are serving the body of Christ at Oakdale and even beyond Oakdale’s doors, by letting 
them know how much we appreciate them and that they are being a blessing. We all need 
encouragement so that we do not become weary in well-doing! The more we speak words of 
encouragement to each other the more effective Oakdale will be.

Yours by His Grace,

Blaine Adamson (on behalf of the Elders and pastors)

P.S. October is also Clergy Appreciation month! Be sure to encourage Pastor Tyler and Pastor 
Seth!

Women’s Ministries 
Freezer Meal Party

Women gathered together to make 
freezer meals to take home. Barbara 
Ivarson’s ham balls and Hidden Acres 
chicken enchiladas were on the menu.

Sara Wilcox, Joanne Petersen,
Angie Creel

Renee Scholten, Jenna Johnson

Brielle Stauffer, Shirley Skadeland,
Shirley Powers

Pam VanderPloeg, 
Shirley Powers, Lorna Wilson

Helen Ames, Pam VanderPloeg



Sunday School
Sunday School meets every Sunday following the 
worship service. The children attend opening 
exercises in the sanctuary before going to their 
classrooms.

Opening exercises for Children Age 2 - 6th Grade

Teens in 7th-12th grade meet with Pastor Seth for 
Bible instruction.

Two class options are offered for adults. God 
Dependent Parenting meets in the Chapel and is led 
by Torray Wilson, and Bible Basics is held in the 
multi-purpose room and is taught by several people.

You may join any of these classes at any time 
throughout the year.

Wednesday Family Ministries

Each Wednesday, a meal is prepared and served by 
volunteers in the fellowship hall from 6:00-6:30pm. 

At 6:45pm, children meet in the sanctuary with 
Gospel Granny and friends for teaching from 
Scripture and fun songs and activities.

Gospel Granny and Friends

On Wednesdays, teens engage in fun activities 
while learning important lessons from Scripture.

Men and women meet together for fellowship and 
Bible study.

We are so thankful for all of our volunteers that 
make family ministries so successful.  If you would 
like to help in any way from meal preparation and 
serving to helping with teens and children, please 
let us know by emailing the church office at 
oakdale@oakdalechurch.com or by contacting a 
staff member.

Fundraiser for Urban Impact

Our teens, led by Pastor Seth and adult sponsors, 
held a fundraiser at the Blooming House Fall Festival 
for Urban Impact Ministries in New Orleans. All 
proceeds from the fundraiser, $826.15, went to Urban 
Impact to help them as they serve their community in 
the recovery from Hurricane Ida.

Carlos & Curtis Soto, Renee Scholten, Laney 
Wolfswinkel, Sophia Patterson, Addy Wolfswinkel, 
Jaxon Brown, Pastor Seth

Food for the Soul Ministry

Food for the Soul is a ministry that delivers meals to individuals and families every two or three weeks who are 
undergoing life altering situations. This ministry was birthed a little over a year ago when COVID was at its peak. 
They now prepare approximately 50-60 meals for cancer patients, those welcoming new family members, those 
recovering from illness, and others who just need to know they are not forgotten. Thank you for your support in this 
ministry. Meal deliveries are usually on a Tuesday afternoon, and each delivery includes a visit with prayer.  If you 
would like to help in any way, please contact Cindy Mogensen (712-229-6218) or Pam Cooper (815-382-7743).

Graduations

Pam Cooper & Lori Reusch Cindy Mogensen Delmer Mogensen Jo Laursen

Karen Mugge & Lori Reusch
meals packed and ready to go Rich Nelson & Kay Jipp

oakdale@oakdalechurch.com
www.oakdalechurch.com
712-443-8385
Pastor Tyler Stauffer
tstauffer@oakdalechurch.com
Pastor Seth Withrow
swithrow@oakdalechurch.com

2021 BIC Graduates
Addy Wolfswinkel, Frances Deubner, 

Will Stout, Pastor Tyler

2021 Elder Builder Graduates
Torray Wilson, Ross Peterson, Pastor Tyler,

Eric Brown, Justin Fisher, Nick Erdmann
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