
Date: 5/22/2022 

To: Messiah Church Council 

From: Messiah Church Pastoral Search Committee 

RE: Recommendation for Full-Time Pastor 

 

Dear Messiah Church Council, 
 

The Pastoral Search Committee is pleased to recommend Jeff Hunt for the position of full-time pastor of 

Messiah Church. 

After following search protocols, many meetings, much prayer and fasting we feel God has led us to 

recommend Jeff Hunt. We came to a unanimous decision after serious discussion and reviewing all of the 

candidates. Four very strong candidates were interviewed, all were qualified and impressed us as capable 

men of God. Among these men, Jeff stood out as having the heart, the experience, the faithfulness, the 

integrity, the reliability, and a unique set of experiences to lead Messiah into the future. All of us feel Jeff 

would be best suited to lead our congregation. 

Thankfully we didn’t have to look far for this gem in our midst. He has proved himself faithful to this 

congregation and to this neighborhood. He stayed and hung onto his vision for this Church. 

We feel Jeff Hunt has been called by God to shepherd, to preach, to teach and to lead this congregation 

into the future and has the ability to enflame our hearts with a renewed love for our Master. Along with 

this, we feel that Jeff already loves and cares for us, he really “gets us”, understands us, and doesn’t envy 

or fear our unique legacy. He is also uniquely equipped to lead our congregation to continue Messiah’s 

passion for evangelism, mercy, and rescuing lost sheep… to help us to fulfill our vision of being a city on 

a hill, a light in the darkness. 

Jeff has a deep compassion and commitment to our neighborhood, living here and ministering to its needs 

in various capacities for years.  We expect him to embolden us to step outside of our walls joining him in 

building new, healthy, and enduring relationships with our hurting neighbors. We believe he will inspire 

us, push us out of our comfort zones, lead us to heal divisions, and draw people who are looking for a 

special kind of integrity, honesty, and authenticity in their pastor, a pastor who is Kingdom focused and 

not focused on status, church hierarchy, or packaged programs. 

We expect Jeff to prove himself to be an able administrator, to be a wise counselor, a good listener, a 

peacemaker, a man ever willing to pray and comfort us through our losses, sicknesses, and trials. We 

expect him to grow and blossom into the man God called him to be.  

We are looking forward to being led by a man with a true shepherd’s heart. A man who is humble. A man 

who loves our Lord with all he has. A man who lives and loves like Jesus. A man burning with a desire to 

lead many into the loving, forgiving arms of Jesus. A man who isn’t afraid to bring light into the darkest 

of places.   

May Jeff Hunt meet and exceed all these expectations in the name, mercy, and power of Jesus. 

 

 

 



Traits in Jeff that met our vision 

Pastoral Search Committee Objectives 
 

A Spiritual Leader 
 

*Someone who thrives on prayer and is filled with the Holy Spirit… so they can equip and prepare us to bring  

   Christ into our daily lives and to the wounded souls around us. 

*Someone who lovingly leads us into pursuing the Kingdom with our whole hearts … convicting us, inspiring  

   us, and praying for us to live and love like Jesus.  

* Someone who pierces our hearts with his love for the Lord, his service, his sermons, his humility, and his  

    love for this Body. 
 

A Caring Leader 
 

*Someone who is called to this body, this group of living, breathing, imperfect people  

*Someone who knows us by name, who pastors us, who visits us when we are sick, who encourages the    

  downtrodden among us, who forgives us when we stumble, who is patient with our weaknesses and who   

  teaches, leads, and shepherds us to do the same 
 

Integrity 
 

* Someone who doesn’t promote himself, avoids creating division  

* Someone who doesn’t see us as a steppingstone or a project. 

* Someone who doesn’t commercialize the church. 

* Someone who doesn’t seek to create a greater, richer church by focusing on numbers, growth, and money. 

* Someone who trusts that God will provide everything we need in his perfect, holy way. 
 

 

Jeff’s Qualifications 
 

Experience 

14 years of ministry- 
 

Homeless Outreach Program Manager, Covenant Community Care; Detroit, MI — 2015 -Present  

Navigator; develop/maintain relationships with clients, community partners, administration. Provide spiritual 

direction for program; pray with clients; manage team and volunteers; hospital visitation; homeless advocacy; 

mercy ministries; flow master; Spelunking the Human Condition; 

Street Chaplain; relationship building; Fingers & Toes; media liaison.  

Salvation Army Harbor Light Homeless Advisory Council. Chaplain,  

Covenant Community Care; Detroit, MI — 2008-2015  

Praying with patients and staff, informally, also structured counseling incl. ‘Emotional Healing Prayer’; 

supporting the mission of Christian medical clinic devoted to “showing and sharing the love of God, as seen in 

the good news of Jesus Christ, by providing quality, integrated, affordable healthcare to those who need it 

most.” Administrative experience managing call center, facilities, transportation, front desk.  

Hablo Español un poco.  (A little bit of Spanish) 

Messiah Evangelical Covenant Church; Detroit, MI — 2016 -Present  

Church Council; Youth Group co-leader; Substitute Preacher, Ministry Assistant,  

Military Ave. Church; Detroit, MI — 2001-2005 Youth group; basketball program; transportation; 

tutoring; food program; small group oversight; assistant to the Pastor; preaching; VBS. 

Education 

Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, South Hamilton, MA—Master of Divinity, 2008 

University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI — BA English Literature, 1997 

 


