
The Master’s Class – Power of Forgiveness

Matthew 18:21-35
21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often should I forgive someone
who sins against me? Seven times?” 22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, “but
seventy times seven!
23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared to a king who decided to
bring his accounts up to date with servants who had borrowed money from
him. 24 In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who owed him millions
of dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, so his master ordered that he be sold—along with
his wife, his children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt. 26 “But the man
fell down before his master and begged him, ‘Please, be patient with me, and I
will pay it all.’ 27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he released him
and forgave his debt.
28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow servant who owed him a
few thousand dollars. He grabbed him by the throat and demanded instant
payment. 29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a little more
time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn’t
wait. He had the man arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in
full.
31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were very upset. They went to
the king and told him everything that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the
man he had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that tremendous
debt because you pleaded with me. 33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow
servant, just as I had mercy on you?’ 34 Then the angry king sent the man to
prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt. 35 “That’s what my heavenly
Father will do to you if you refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your
heart.”
FORGIVENESS: It is a decision to let go of anger, resentment, thoughts of
revenge toward someone for an offense, flaw or mistake.

1. Forgiveness is a CHOICE.

Colossians 3:13 - “Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you
has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

2. Forgiveness Reveals God’s Heart.

Matthew 18:21-22
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive



my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?”
22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

1 John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our
sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

Ephesians 4:32, "And be ye kind to one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.”

Ephesians 2:8-9
For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

3. Forgiveness Fulfills God’s Mission.

Matthew 1:21 – She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, and He
will save his people from their sins.

Mark 2:17- Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the
sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”

Matthew 6:12 - And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.

Luke 23:34 - Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they
are doing.”

Matthew 26:26-28
26 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.”
27 Then he took a cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.


