
The Blind Man and the Clay 

John 9:1-11 (NLT)

1 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 “Rabbi,” 
his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins 
or his parents’ sins?” 3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus 
answered. “This happened so the power of God could be seen in him. 4 We must 
quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us.  The night is coming, 
and then no one can work. 5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of the 
world.”

6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the 
blind man’s eyes. 7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam 
means “sent”). So, the man went and washed and came back seeing! 8 His neighbors 
and others who knew him as a blind beggar asked each other, “Isn’t this the man who 
used to sit and beg?” 9 Some said he was, and others said, “No, he just looks like him!” 
But the beggar kept saying, “Yes, I am the same one!” 10 They asked, “Who healed 
you? What happened?” 11 He told them, “The man they call Jesus made mud and 
spread it over my eyes and told me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash yourself.’ So, I 
went and washed, and now I can see!”


1. The Disciples Ask a Unique Question. 

John 9:2 (NLT) 

2 “Rabbi,” his disciples asked him, “why was this man born blind? Was it because of 
his own sins or his parents’ sins?”


2. Jesus Responds to the Disciples. 

John 9:3 (NLT)

3 “It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,” Jesus answered. “This happened 
so the power of God could be seen in him.


3. Jesus Uses the Clay to as Part of the Miracle. 

John 9:6 (NLT)

6 Then he spit on the ground, made mud with the saliva, and spread the mud over the 
blind man’s eyes. 


Proverbs 21:31(ESV)

“The horse is made ready for the day of battle, but the victory belongs to the Lord.” 


Psalm 19:1(ESV)

“The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.”




4. Jesus Sends Him to Wash. 

John 9:7 (NLT)

7 He told him, “Go wash yourself in the pool of Siloam” (Siloam means “sent”). So, the 
man went and washed and came back seeing!


John 9:4 (NLT)

4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us.


John 9:4-5 (NLT)

4 We must quickly carry out the tasks assigned us by the one who sent us.  The night is 
coming, and then no one can work. 5 But while I am here in the world, I am the light of 
the world.”


