
The Blessing of the Thorn 

2 Corinthians 12:5-10 (NKJV) 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will 
not boast about myself, except about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should 
choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would be speaking the 
truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by 
what I do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great 
revelations. Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I 
was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment 
me. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in 
weakness.” Therefore, I will boast all the more gladly about my 
weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for 
Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.


We are often encouraged to believe that weakness is our greatest 
enemy.


In this natural world weakness is a liability, but in the Kingdom of God 
weakness is an incredible asset. 


The truth is that we all have a thorn. 

1. Weakness Keeps Us Humble. 


Proverbs 16:18 (KJV) — 18 Pride goeth before destruction, And a 
haughty spirit before a fall. 


Isaiah 14:14 (KJV) — 14 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I 
will be like the most High. 


James 4:6 (KJV) — 6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God 
resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.  

2. Weakness Will Drive Us to Prayer. 


Faith is trusting God with or without answers.  



Weakness keeps us pressing into God.  

3. Weaknesses Gives You an Opportunity.  

Your greatest ministry opportunity will flow out of your weaknesses.  

God can turn your mess into a powerful message. 


Romans 8:28 (NIV) – And we know that in all things God works for the 
good of those who love him, who have been called according to his 
purpose.


There is a hidden blessing in that thorn in your life, what you might 
think is your greatest defeat God just might turn around to become 
your greatest victory.  

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NKJV) — 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 10 That is 
why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 
persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong.



