
Thankful for Friendship

John 15:9-14
9 “I have loved you even as the Father has loved me. Remain in my love. 10 When you 
obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love. 11 I have told you these things so that you will be 
filled with my joy. Yes, your joy will overflow! 12 This is my commandment: Love each 
other in the same way I have loved you. 13 There is no greater love than to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command.

Definition of a Friend – a person whom one knows and with whom one has a 
bond of mutual affection. 

Proverbs 13:20: “He that walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools will 
suffer harm.” 

1. True Friends Enrich Our Life.

Proverbs 17:17
A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need.

2. True Friends Help Us See Our Sin.

Proverbs 27:6 Faithful are the wounds of a friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

Matthew 18:15 
“Now if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault between you and him 
alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.

Galatians 6:1
 Brothers, if a man is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore 
such a one in the spirit of meekness

Ephesians 4:15
Speak the truth in love, we may grow up in all things into Him…

3. True Friends Push Us Towards Obedience.

Hebrews 10:24 - Let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works. 

4. True Friends Help Us In Moments of Weakness and Provide Strength.

Luke 5:17-25
17 On a certain day, as He was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law were sitting 
nearby, who had come from every town of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem. And 
the power of the Lord was present to heal the sick. 18 Now some men brought in a bed a 



man who was paralyzed. They searched for ways to bring him in and lay him before 
Him. 19 When they could not find a way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went 
up on the roof and let him down through the tiles with his bed into their midst before 
Jesus. 20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”
21 The scribes and the Pharisees began to question, “Who is He who speaks 
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 When Jesus perceived their 
thoughts, He answered them, “Why question in your hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, 
‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’? 24 But that you may know that 
the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the paralyzed man, “I 
say to you, rise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 25 Immediately he rose before 
them, and took up that on which he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12
9 Two are better than one, because there is a good reward for their labor together. 
10 For if they fall, then one will help up his companion. But woe to him who is alone 
when he falls and has no one to help him up. 11 Also if two lie down together, then they 
will keep warm; but how can one keep warm by himself? 12  And if someone might 
overpower another by himself, two together can withstand him. A threefold cord is 
not quickly broken.

5. True Friends Love Us Sacrificially.

John 15:13 – 13 There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 

Proverbs 25:13 - Reliable friends who do what they say are like cool drinks in 
sweltering heat—refreshing!


