
Rooted and Grounded

Colossians 2:6-8 (NLT) -  And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as 
your Lord, you must continue to follow him.  Let your roots grow down into 
him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow strong in 
the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness.
Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and high-sounding 
nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual powers[a] 
of this world, rather than from Christ.

I. Being Rooted Starts With a Seed
Luke 8:11-15 (NLT) -  “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is God’s 
word. 12 The seeds that fell on the footpath represent those who hear the 
message, only to have the devil come and take it away from their hearts and 
prevent them from believing and being saved. 13 The seeds on the rocky soil 
represent those who hear the message and receive it with joy. But since they 
don’t have deep roots, they believe for a while, then they fall away when they 
face temptation. 14 The seeds that fell among the thorns represent those who 
hear the message, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the cares 
and riches and pleasures of this life. And so they never grow into maturity. 15 
And the seeds that fell on the good soil represent honest, good-hearted people 
who hear God’s word, cling to it, and patiently produce a huge harvest.

II. You Might Bend But You Won’t Break
2 Corinthian 4:7-9 (NIV) -  But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that 
this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us. 8 We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed.

III. There Will Be Evidence of Life
John 15:1-8 (NKJV) -  “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 
2 Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He [a]takes away; and every branch 
that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean 
because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As 
the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, 
unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in 
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather 
them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you, you[b] will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for 



you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My 
disciples.

Ending Scripture
Jeremiah 17:7-8 (NLT) - “But blessed are those who trust in the Lord and have 
made the Lord their hope and confidence. They are like trees planted along a 
riverbank, with roots that reach deep into the water.  Such trees are not bothered 
by the heat or worried by long months of drought.  Their leaves stay green, and 
they never stop producing fruit.”


