
Playing Hurt 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 (GNT) 
7 But to keep me from being puffed up with pride because of the many wonderful 
things I saw, I was given a painful physical ailment, which acts as Satan's messenger 
to beat me and keep me from being proud. 8 Three times I prayed to the Lord about 
this and asked him to take it away. 9 But his answer was: “My grace is all you need, for 
my power is greatest when you are weak.” I am most happy, then, to be proud of my 
weaknesses, in order to feel the protection of Christ's power over me. 10 I am content 
with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and difficulties for Christ's sake. For 
when I am weak, then I am strong.


2 Corinthians 11:23-28 (GNT) 
I sound like a madman—but I am a better servant than they are! I have worked much 
harder, I have been in prison more times, I have been whipped much more, and I have 
been near death more often. 24 Five times I was given the thirty-nine lashes by the 
Jews; 25 three times I was whipped by the Romans; and once I was stoned. I have been 
in three shipwrecks, and once I spent twenty-four hours in the water. 26 In my many 
travels I have been in danger from floods and from robbers, in danger from my own 
people and from Gentiles; there have been dangers in the cities, dangers in the wilds, 
dangers on the high seas, and dangers from false friends. 27 There has been work and 
toil; often I have gone without sleep; I have been hungry and thirsty; I have often been 
without enough food, shelter, or clothing. 28 And not to mention other things, every day 
I am under the pressure of my concern for all the churches. 


1. Hurt Happens 

2. Hurt Has Purpose.

 
3. Hurt Causes You to Trust God. 

2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (GNT) 
9 But his answer was: “My grace is all you need, for my power is greatest when you are 
weak.” I am most happy, then, to be proud of my weaknesses, in order to feel the 
protection of Christ's power over me. 10 I am content with weaknesses, insults, 
hardships, persecutions, and difficulties for Christ's sake. For when I am weak, then I 
am strong.


2 Corinthians 12:9(GNT) 
9 But his answer was: “My grace is all you need, for my power is greatest when you are 
weak.”


