Making It On Broken Pieces
Acts 27:39-44 (GNT)
39 When day came, the sailors did not recognize the coast, but they noticed a
bay with a beach and decided that, if possible, they would run the ship aground
there. 40 So they cut oﬀ the anchors and let them sink in the sea, and at the
same time they untied the ropes that held the steering oars. Then they raised the
sail at the front of the ship so that the wind would blow the ship forward, and we
headed for shore. 41 But the ship hit a sandbank and went aground; the front
part of the ship got stuck and could not move, while the back part was being
broken to pieces by the violence of the waves.
42 The soldiers made a plan to kill all the prisoners, in order to keep them from
swimming ashore and escaping. 43 But the army oﬃcer wanted to save Paul, so
he stopped them from doing this. Instead, he ordered everyone who could swim
to jump overboard first and swim ashore; 44 the rest were to follow, holding on to
the planks or to some broken pieces of the ship. And this was how we all got
safely ashore.
1. Paul Gives Warning.
Acts 27:9-11
So, Paul gave them this advice: 10 “Men, I see that our voyage from here on will
be dangerous; there will be great damage to the cargo and to the ship, and loss
of life as well.” 11 But the army oﬃcer was convinced by what the captain and
the owner of the ship said, and not by what Paul said.
Acts 27:14-17
14 But soon a very strong wind—the one called “Northeaster”—blew down from
the island. 15 It hit the ship, and since it was impossible to keep the ship headed
into the wind, we gave up trying and let it be carried along by the wind. 16 We got
some shelter when we passed to the south of the little island of Cauda. There,
with some diﬃculty we managed to make the ship's boat secure. 17 They pulled
it aboard and then fastened some ropes tight around the ship. They were afraid
that they might run into the sandbanks oﬀ the coast of Libya, so they lowered
the sail and let the ship be carried by the wind.
2. Paul Makes a Proclamation.
Acts 27:20-25
20 For many days we could not see the sun or the stars, and the wind kept on
blowing very hard. We finally gave up all hope of being saved.
21 After everyone had gone a long time without food, Paul stood before them and
said, “You should have listened to me and not have sailed from Crete; then we
would have avoided all this damage and loss. 22 But now I beg you, take

courage! Not one of you will lose your life; only the ship will be lost. 23 For last
night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I worship came to
me 24 and said, ‘Don't be afraid, Paul! You must stand before the Emperor. And
God in his goodness to you has spared the lives of all those who are sailing with
you.’ 25 So take courage, men! For I trust in God that it will be just as I was told.
Isaiah 41:10 (GNT)
Do not be afraid—I am with you! I am your God—let nothing terrify you! I will
make you strong and help you; I will protect you and save you.
3. God Provides Broken Pieces for Rescue.
Acts 27:39-44 (GNT)
39 When day came, the sailors did not recognize the coast, but they noticed a
bay with a beach and decided that, if possible, they would run the ship aground
there. 40 So they cut oﬀ the anchors and let them sink in the sea, and at the
same time they untied the ropes that held the steering oars. Then they raised the
sail at the front of the ship so that the wind would blow the ship forward, and we
headed for shore. 41 But the ship hit a sandbank and went aground; the front
part of the ship got stuck and could not move, while the back part was being
broken to pieces by the violence of the waves.
42 The soldiers made a plan to kill all the prisoners, in order to keep them from
swimming ashore and escaping. 43 But the army oﬃcer wanted to save Paul, so
he stopped them from doing this. Instead, he ordered everyone who could swim
to jump overboard first and swim ashore; 44 the rest were to follow, holding on to
the planks or to some broken pieces of the ship. And this was how we all got
safely ashore.
Psalm 34:17
The righteous call to the Lord, and he listens; he rescues them from all their
troubles.
John 16:33 (NLT)
I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you will
have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the
world.”

