
Josiah’s Passion That Influenced a Nation 

2 Chronicles 34:1-2

1Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem 
thirty-one years. 2 He did what was right in the eyes of the Lord and followed the 
ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right or to the left.


1. Josiah Began to Seek the Lord.


2 Chronicles 34:3 - “In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he 
began to seek the God of his father David.” 


Psalm 105:4 – Seek the Lord and his strength; seek his presence continually.


Hebrews 11:6 – Whoever would draw near to God himself must believe He 
exists and that He rewards those who seek Him.


2. Josiah Began a Process of Repentance.


2 Chronicles 34:3-7

3 In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the 
God of his father David. In his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and 
Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles and idols. 4 Under his direction the 
altars of the Baals were torn down; he cut to pieces the incense altars that were 
above them, and smashed the Asherah poles and the idols. These he broke to 
pieces and scattered over the graves of those who had sacrificed to them. 5 He 
burned the bones of the priests on their altars, and so he purged Judah and 
Jerusalem. 6 In the towns of Manasseh, Ephraim and Simeon, as far as Naphtali, 
and in the ruins around them, 7 he tore down the altars and the Asherah poles 
and crushed the idols to powder and cut to pieces all the incense altars 
throughout Israel.


 2 Corinthians 7:10, “For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to 
salvation.”


3. Josiah Began to Repair the Temple. 


2 Chronicles 34:8

8 In the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign, to purify the land and the temple, he 
sent Shaphan son of Azaliah and Maaseiah the ruler of the city, with Joah son of 
Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the temple of the Lord his God.




4. Josiah Discovered the Book of the Law. 

2 Chronicles 34:14-19

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been taken into the temple of 
the Lord, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of the Lord that had been 
given through Moses. 15 Hilkiah said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the 
Book of the Law in the temple of the Lord.” He gave it to Shaphan.

16 Then Shaphan took the book to the king and reported to him: “Your officials 
are doing everything that has been committed to them. 17 They have paid out the 
money that was in the temple of the Lord and have entrusted it to the 
supervisors and workers.” 18 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, 
“Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the 
presence of the king. 19 When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his 
robes.


2 Chronicles 34:29-32

29 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 He 
went up to the temple of the Lord with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the people from the least to the 
greatest. He read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, 
which had been found in the temple of the Lord. 31 The king stood by his 
pillar and renewed the covenant in the presence of the Lord—to follow the Lord 
and keep his commands, statutes and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, 
and to obey the words of the covenant written in this book.


5. Josiah Celebrated the Passover. 

2 Chronicles 35:1-2, 16-19

Josiah celebrated the Passover to the Lord in Jerusalem, and the Passover lamb 
was slaughtered on the fourteenth day of the first month. 2 He appointed the 
priests to their duties and encouraged them in the service of the Lord’s temple.


16 So at that time the entire service of the Lord was carried out for the 
celebration of the Passover and the offering of burnt offerings on the altar of 
the Lord, as King Josiah had ordered. 17 The Israelites who were present 
celebrated the Passover at that time and observed the Festival of Unleavened 
Bread for seven days. 18 The Passover had not been observed like this in Israel 
since the days of the prophet Samuel; and none of the kings of Israel had ever 
celebrated such a Passover as did Josiah, with the priests, the Levites and all 
Judah and Israel who were there with the people of Jerusalem. 19 This Passover 
was celebrated in the eighteenth year of Josiah’s reign.



