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1. God is always speaking.  
2. We often struggle to listen.  

How will I respond?  

Jonah 1:1-2 
The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.” 

Jonah 1:3 
But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he 
found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish 
to flee from the Lord. 

Do you believe that God has the right to speak into your whole life?  

Jonah 1:4 
But the Lord hurled a powerful wind over the sea, causing a violent storm that threatened to 
break the ship apart. 

Jonah 1:5a 
Fearing for their lives, the desperate sailors shouted to their gods for help and threw the cargo 
overboard to lighten the ship. 

Jonah 1:5b 
But all this time Jonah was sound asleep down in the hold 

Jonah 1:6 
So the captain went down after him. “How can you sleep at a time like this?” he shouted. “Get 
up and pray to your god! Maybe he will pay attention to us and spare our lives.” 

Jonah 1:7-8 
Then the crew cast lots to see which of them had offended the gods and caused the terrible 
storm. When they did this, the lots identified Jonah as the culprit. 8 “Why has this awful storm 
come down on us?” they demanded. “Who are you? What is your line of work? What country 
are you from? What is your nationality?” 

Jonah 1:9 



Jonah 1:10 
The sailors were terrified when they heard this, for he had already told them he was running 
away from the Lord. “Oh, why did you do it?” they groaned.  

Jonah 1:11-12 
11 And since the storm was getting worse all the time, they asked him, “What should we do to 
you to stop this storm?” 12 “Throw me into the sea,” Jonah said, “and it will become calm 
again. I know that this terrible storm is all my fault.” 

Jonah 1:13-16 
13 Instead, the sailors rowed even harder to get the ship to the land. But the stormy sea was 
too violent for them, and they couldn’t make it. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord, Jonah’s 
God. “O Lord,” they pleaded, “don’t make us die for this man’s sin. And don’t hold us 
responsible for his death. O Lord, you have sent this storm upon him for your own good 
reasons.” 15 Then the sailors picked Jonah up and threw him into the raging sea, and the 
storm stopped at once! 16 The sailors were awestruck by the Lord’s great power, and they 
offered him a sacrifice and vowed to serve him. 

Romans 8:28 
And we know that God causes everything to work together[a] for the good of those who love 
God and are called according to his purpose for them. 

Genesis 50:20 
"You intended to harm me, but God intended it all for good. He brought me to this position so 
I could save the lives of many people."  

When you surrender to God in the midst of a storm, it becomes a worthwhile storm. 

I'm living in the will of God. And so I sleep pretty good. And I'm excited to see what happens. 
For those of you that fear the will of God, don't run from the will of God. Don't row against the 
will of God, in the midst of the storm, trust the will of God, surrender to the will of God. And 
you will find that that storm becomes a great storm because of the goodness of God. I promise 
you, I promise you, I promise you that this is not just what happened, this is what happens to 
everyone who surrenders to the Lord. The transition verse appears next chapter one, verse 17. 
And I want you to know that Jesus is the greater Jonah.  

Jonah 1:17 
Now the Lord had arranged for a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was inside the fish for 
three days and three nights. 

Matthew 12:38-41 



One day some teachers of religious law and Pharisees came to Jesus and said, “Teacher, we 
want you to show us a miraculous sign to prove your authority.” 39 But Jesus replied, “Only an 
evil, adulterous generation would demand a miraculous sign; but the only sign I will give them 
is the sign of the prophet Jonah. 40 For as Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three 
days and three nights, so will the Son of Man be in the heart of the earth for three days and 
three nights. 41 “The people of Nineveh will stand up against this generation on judgment day 
and condemn it, for they repented of their sins at the preaching of Jonah. Now someone 
greater than Jonah is here—but you refuse to repent. 


