
It’s Time to Wake Up

Romans 13:11-14 (NIV) -11 And do this, understanding the present time: The 
hour has already come (it’s now) for you to wake up from your slumber, because 
our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly 
over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put 
on the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in 
carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in 
dissension and jealousy. 14 Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and do not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

I. It’s Time to Get Right

Romans 13:12-13  - So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 
armor of light. Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery (excessive indulgence in 
sensual pleasures), not in dissension (disagreement that leads to discord) and 
jealousy.

Proverbs 3:6 “In all your ways acknowledge him and he will direct your paths.” 

Romans 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind so that you can test and approve what is that good 
and perfect will of God.”

Proverbs 11:14 says there is safety and victory in the multitude of counselors.

 Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NIV)12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend 
themselves.  A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.

II. Time is Running Out.

Romans 13:11-12 - And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has 
already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the day is 
almost here.

“Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, 
spend a year there, carry on business and make money.” Why, you do not even 
know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears 
for a little while and then vanishes.” James 4:13-14

“See that no one leads you astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am 
the Christ,’ and they will lead many astray” (Matthew 24:4-5, ESV)



1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 NLT - 1Now concerning how and when all this will happen, 
dear brothers and sisters, we don’t really need to write you. 2For you know quite 
well that the day of the Lord’s return will come unexpectedly, like a thief in the 
night. 3When people are saying, “Everything is peaceful and secure,” then 
disaster will fall on them as suddenly as a pregnant woman’s labor pains begin. 
And there will be no escape. 4But you aren’t in the dark about these things, dear 
brothers and sisters, and you won’t be surprised when the day of the Lord comes 
like a thief. 5For you are all children of the light and of the day; we don’t belong to 
darkness and night. 6So be on your guard, not asleep like the others. Stay alert 
and be clearheaded.

III. Time to Get Dressed

Romans 13:14 - Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not 
think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.

Matthew 24: 31 -33 - 31 And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and 
they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the 
other. 32 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender 
and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near. 33 Even so, when you 
see all these things, you know that it is near, right at the door.

Matthew 25:11-13 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, 
open to us!’ 12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know 
you.’13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour [b]in which 
the Son of Man is coming. 

Romans 13:11-14 (MSG) - But make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and 
exhausted in taking care of all your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of 
the time and doze off, oblivious to God. The night is about over, dawn is about to 
break. Be up and awake to what God is doing! God is putting the finishing 
touches on the salvation work he began when we first believed. We can’t afford 
to waste a minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity 
and indulgence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing 
everything in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, 
waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and 
about!  
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