
Don’t Lose Christ This Christmas 
Luke 2:41-52 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Passover festival. 42 When 
Jesus was twelve years old, they attended the festival as usual. 43 After the 
celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they assumed he was 
among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that evening, they 
started looking for him among their relatives and friends. 
45 When they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him 
there. 46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among 
the religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard 
him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 His parents didn’t 
know what to think. “Son,” his mother said to him, “why have you done this to 
us? Your father and I have been frantic, searching for you everywhere.”

49 “But why did you need to search?” he asked. “Didn’t you know that I must be 
in my Father’s house?” 50 But they didn’t understand what he meant. 51 Then he 
returned to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. And his mother 
stored all these things in her heart. 52 Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in 
favor with God and all the people.

Let’s watch the clip that Pastor Cliff has put together for us.

Luke 2:43-44           
43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they 
assumed he was among the other travelers.  
1. Mary and Joseph Made An Assumption.

2. Mary and Joseph Lost Jesus.   
Luke 2:43-45	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	           
43 After the celebration was over, they started home to Nazareth, but Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents didn’t miss him at first, 44 because they 
assumed he was among the other travelers. But when he didn’t show up that 
evening, they started looking for him among their relatives and friends. 45 When 
they couldn’t find him, they went back to Jerusalem to search for him there.

3. Mary and Joseph Found Jesus Where They Left Him.    
Luke 2:46-47         
46 Three days later they finally discovered him in the Temple, sitting among the 
religious teachers, listening to them and asking questions. 47 All who heard him 
were amazed at his understanding and his answers.




Joel 2:13 (AMP)	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	     
Now return [in repentance] to the Lord your God, For He is gracious and 
compassionate, Slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness [faithful to His 
covenant with His people]; And He relents [His sentence of] evil [when His 
people genuinely repent].


Luke 15:18-20

18 I will go home to my father and say, “Father, I have sinned against both 
heaven and you,19 and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. Please 
take me on as a hired servant.”’ 20 “So he returned home to his father. And while 
he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and 
compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. 



