
Bedtime Stories 

Psalm 78:1-11 (NIV)

1 My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth. 
2 I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old
— 3 things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their descendants (children); we will tell the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he 
has done. 5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, 
which he commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 6 so the next 
generation would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn 
would tell their children. 7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not 
forget his deeds but would keep his commands. 8 They would not be like their 
ancestors— a stubborn and rebellious generation, whose hearts were not loyal 
to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him. 9 The men of Ephraim, though 
armed with bows, turned back on the day of battle; 10 they did not keep God’s 
covenant and refused to live by his law. 11 They forgot what he had done, the 
wonders he had shown them.


1. Pay Attention to my Words 


A. A Call to Listen and Obey


Psalm 78:1 (NIV)

1 My people, hear my teaching; listen to the words of my mouth.


B. The History of Israel Set Forth as a Parable 

Psalm 78:2 (NIV) 
2 I will open my mouth with a parable; I will utter hidden things, things from of old


2. Passing the Baton 


Psalm 78:3-4 (NIV) 
3 things we have heard and known, things our ancestors have told us. 
4 We will not hide them from their descendants (children); we will tell the next 
generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he 
has done.


Exodus 13:8 - “On that day tell your son, `I do this because of what the LORD 
did for me when I came out of Egypt.”




Deuteronomy 4:9 - “Only be careful, and watch yourselves closely so that you 
do not forget the things your eyes have seen or let them slip from your heart as 
long as you live. Teach them to your children and to their children after them.” 


Psalm 78:4 (NIV)

4 We will not hide them from their descendants; we will tell the next generation 
the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his power, and the wonders he has done.


A. Teach Them the Works of God.


Psalm 78:4 (NIV)

4 …we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the Lord, his 
power, and the wonders he has done.


B. Teach Them the Word of God. 

Psalm 78:5-6 (NIV)

5 He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he 
commanded our ancestors to teach their children, 6 so the next generation 
would know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell 
their children. 


3. Formulate a Child’s Faith 


Psalm 78:5-6 (NIV)

7 Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget his deeds but 
would keep his commands.


A. They Will Put Their Trust in God


B. They Will Remember God’s Deeds 

Charles Spurgeon - “Those who forget God’s works are sure to fail in their 
own.” 


C. They Will Keep God’s Commands


Psalm 78:8 (NIV)

8 They would not be like their ancestors— a stubborn and rebellious generation, 
whose hearts were not loyal to God, whose spirits were not faithful to him.




Psalm 78:42

42 They did not remember His power: The day when He redeemed them from the 
enemy,


Psalm 78:9-11 (NIV)

9 The men of Ephraim, though armed with bows, turned back on the day of 
battle; 10 they did not keep God’s covenant and refused to live by his law. 11 They 
forgot what he had done, the wonders he had shown them. 


