
A Model of Effective Faith 

Luke 7:1-10

1When Jesus had finished saying all this to the people who were listening, 
he entered Capernaum. 2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master 
valued highly, was sick and about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus 
and sent some elders of the Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. 4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, 
“This man deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and 
has built our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from 
the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t 
trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my 
roof. 7 That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you. 
But say the word, and my servant will be healed. 8 For I myself am a man 
under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; 
and that one, ‘Come,’ and he comes. I say to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he 
does it.”

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in 
Israel.” 10 Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and 
found the servant well.


1. The Centurion Was Moved with Compassion. 
Luke 1:2-3

2 There a centurion’s servant, whom his master valued highly, was sick and 
about to die. 3 The centurion heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the 
Jews to him, asking him to come and heal his servant.


1 Corinthians 1:26-29

26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not 
many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 
many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world 
to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the 
strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things
—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no 
one may boast before him.


2. The Centurion Had a Proper View of Himself. 



Luke 7:4-7

4 When they came to Jesus, they pleaded earnestly with him, “This man 
deserves to have you do this, 5 because he loves our nation and has built 
our synagogue.” 6 So Jesus went with them. He was not far from the 
house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: “Lord, don’t trouble 
yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. 7 That is 
why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.


Hudson Taylor, the great pioneer missionary to China, said, “All God’s 
giants have been weak men who did great things for God because 
they reckoned on God being with them.”


3. The Centurion Understood the Authority of Jesus.

Luke 7:9

9 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd 
following him, he said, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in 
Israel.”


Charles Spurgeon said, “O preacher, if you are about to stand up to 
see what you can do, it will be your wisdom to sit down speedily; but 
if you stand up to prove what your almighty Lord and Master can do 
through you, then infinite possibilities lie about you!” 


