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There are things we are really familiar with that wander into our lives 

and remind us that it is Christmas time 
 

 

Luke 2:1-14 (CSB) - 1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole empire should be registered. 2 This 
first registration took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. 3 So everyone went to be registered, each to his own town. 
4 Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and family line of David, 5 to be registered along with Mary, who was engaged to him and was pregnant. 6 While 
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 Then she gave birth to her firstborn son, and she wrapped him tightly in 
cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 8 In the same region, shepherds were 
staying out in the fields and keeping watch at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you 
good news of great joy that will be for all the people: 11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for you, who is the Messiah,  
the Lord. 12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly there 
was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising God and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace 
on earth to people he favors! 

 

Acts 9:1-20 (CSB) - 1Now Saul was still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high 
priest 2 and requested letters from him to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any men or women who belonged to 
the Way, he might bring them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he traveled and was nearing Damascus, a light from heaven 
suddenly flashed around him. 4 Falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 
5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul said. “I am Jesus, the one you are persecuting,” he replied. 6 “But get up and go into the city, and you 
will be told what you must do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the sound but seeing no 
one. 8 Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing. So they took him by the hand and led 
him into Damascus. 9 He was unable to see for three days and did not eat or drink. 10 There was a disciple in Damascus named 
Ananias, and the Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.” “Here I am, Lord,” he replied. 11 “Get up and go to the street called 
Straight,” the Lord said to him, “to the house of Judas, and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, since he is praying there. 12 In 
a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and placing his hands on him so that he may regain his sight.” 13 “Lord,” 
Ananias answered, “I have heard from many people about this man, how much harm he has done to your saints in Jerusalem. 
14 And he has authority here from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for this 
man is my chosen instrument to take my name to Gentiles, kings, and Israelites. 16 I will show him how much he must suffer for 
my name.” 17 Ananias went and entered the house. He placed his hands on him and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on the road you were traveling, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 
18 At once something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight. Then he got up and was baptized. 19 And after taking 
some food, he regained his strength. Saul was with the disciples in Damascus for some time. 20 Immediately he began 
proclaiming Jesus in the synagogues: “He is the Son of God.” 
 
 



Acts 9:1-20 
• Suddenly,  something greater than himself interrupts everything in that moment. 
• What is being born in Saul is a fresh way of understanding who Jesus really is. 
• Jesus was doing something unique in Saul’s heart during those three days. 

 

 

“The baby in the manger came as a conquering King to dethrone us 
and then to enthrone Himself in our hearts and lives forever.” 

Paul David Tripp 
 

 

 

Jesus rules and reigns as King of all kings and yet, 
He comes into our hearts in a real, and personal way. 

 
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in Thee tonight.” 

 
 

 

Come Lord Jesus. 
Comfort me where I need to be comforted. 

Confront me where I need to be confronted. 
 


