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How Could God Let This Happen? 
This question is life changing because this question will either drive us to God or drive us away. 
 

 
The Mercy and the Judgment of God 

Revelation 14:14-20 (NIV) – 14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like 
a son of man with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the 
temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to 
reap has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the earth, 
and the earth was harvested. 

17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who had charge 
of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and 
gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 19 The angel swung his sickle on the 
earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 20 They were trampled in the 
winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 
1,600 stadia. 

The Justice of God 

 

Revelation 15:1-8 (NIV) -  1I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last 
plagues—last, because with them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire 
and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its 
name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 
“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the nations.  
4 Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come 
and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

5 After this I looked, and I saw in heaven the temple—that is, the tabernacle of the covenant law—and it was 
opened. 6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed in clean, shining 
linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven angels seven 
golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled with smoke from the 
glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were 
completed. 

 



Biblically there are three expressions of God’s Justice – 

1. The wrath of God on evil and the wicked. 
 
 

2. The wrath of God satisfied at the cross of Jesus. 
 
 

3. The Discipline of God in the lives of his children. 

 

The Unfolding of God’s Judgment 

Revelation 16:1-9 (NIV) - 1Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the 
seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.”  2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly, 
festering sores broke out on the people who had the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 3 The second angel 
poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead person, and every living thing in the sea 
died. 4 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5 Then I heard 
the angel in charge of the waters say: 

“You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, 
    you who are and who were; 
6 for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, 
    and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 
7 And I heard the altar respond: 

“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 
    true and just are your judgments.” 
8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 They were 
seared by the intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to 
repent and glorify him. 

Personal reflection:  Who is more right - God or me? 
 

 
Announcements 

 
Training for Apex and Children’s Ministry volunteers – This is a mandatory training today after 2nd service for 

existing volunteers or people interested in volunteering in these ministries in the future. We will cover new 

child safety policies, communication, and responsibilities. Please plan to stay from noon to 1:30pm. 

Love Inc Household Product Drive – Love Inc is in need of some household and hygiene products. We will be 

collecting those for them through Sunday, Aug 28th.  There is a list on the table by the Welcome Center, on the 

website and in the Church Center app.  The items need to be new please.  Thank you. 


