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Mark 14:53-72 (CSB) - 53 They led Jesus away to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders, and the scribes 
assembled. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the high priest’s courtyard. He was sitting with the servants,  
warming himself by the fire. 55 The chief priests and the whole Sanhedrin were looking for testimony against Jesus to put 
him to death, but they could not find any. 56 For many were giving false testimony against him, and the testimonies did 
not agree. 57 Some stood up and gave false testimony against him, stating, 58 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple 
made with human hands, and in three days I will build another not made by hands.’” 59 Yet their testimony did not agree  
even on this. 60 Then the high priest stood up before them all and questioned Jesus, “Don’t you have an answer to what 
these men are testifying against you?” 61 But he kept silent and did not answer. Again the high priest questioned him, “Are 
you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” said Jesus, “and you will see the Son of Man seated at the right 
hand of Power and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 63 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “Why do we still 
need witnesses? 64 You have heard the blasphemy. What is your decision?” They all condemned him as deserving death. 
65 Then some began to spit on him, to blindfold him, and to beat him, saying, “Prophesy!” The temple servants also took 
him and slapped him. 66 While Peter was in the courtyard below, one of the high priest’s maidservants came. 67 When she 
saw Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with Jesus, the man from Nazareth.” 68 But he 
denied it: “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about.” Then he went out to the entryway, and a rooster crowed. 
69 When the maidservant saw him again, she began to tell those standing nearby, “This man is one of them.” 70 But again 
he denied it. After a little while those standing there said to Peter again, “You certainly are one of them, since you’re also a 
Galilean.” 71 Then he started to curse and swear, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about!” 72 Immediately a rooster 
crowed a second time, and Peter remembered when Jesus had spoken the word to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 
 

A Solid Rock: Jesus 
He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent 
before her shearers, he did not open his mouth. (Isaiah 53:7) 
 

Jesus combined these three declarations: 
• …for every eye will see when the Lord returns to Zion. (Isaiah 52:8) 
• This is the declaration of the Lord to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand…” (Psalm 110:1) 
•   …and suddenly one like a son of man was coming with the clouds of heaven… (Daniel 7:13) 

 
“In utter ignorance, souls in darkness condemned their Messiah to death.  There was damnation and hell in that room.”  - Kent Hughes 

 

I gave my back to those who beat me, and my cheeks to those who tore out my beard. I did not hide my face from 
scorn and spitting. (Isaiah 50:6) 
 

The Lord God will help me; therefore I have not been humiliated. (Isaiah 50:7) 
 

He did not rely on His human abilities, but instead relied fully on God alone. 
 



A Broken Rock: Peter 
• Then the Lord turned and looked at Peter. So Peter remembered… (Luke 22:61) 
• Wept Bitterly 

 

Mark wants us to see the two ways to live: 
1. Human strength, which at its best will fail 
2. Moment by moment dependence on God 
 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is perfected in weakness.” Therefore, I will most gladly 
boast all the more about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may reside in me. So I take pleasure in weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecutions, and in difficulties, for the sake of Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
(2 Corinthians 12:9-10) 
 
 

With all weakness, fall into the arms of Jesus and stay there! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Announcements – 8/15/21 
 

• Volunteers needed for Children’s Ministry – If you are interested in teaching or helping in Sunday School for 
PreSchool (3yo/4yo) to 5th grade or in the Nursery for babies to 2 years old, we need you!  Join us in Classroom B 
after either service for more information.  Our goal is to have all of our Children’s Ministry up and running this fall. 

• Apex Boating Day – Attention students entering 6th to 12th grade, Apex is having their annual Boating Day on 
Weds, Aug 25th, from 3-7pm.  Check out the website, the app, or Apex Social Media for more details. 

• Man Camp will be September 24th-26th at Forest Springs again this year.  It’s an amazing weekend experience for 
men of all ages!  There are a couple different options you can register for – the full 3-day weekend, Saturday only, and 
IMPACT, which is a father/son program (boys must be at least 8 yrs old).  Mark Haferman will be at a table in the 
Cross|Connect room after service to answer questions.  For more information and to register, check out our website or 
the Church Center app.   


