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“Mark transports us from our sanitized world of comfort and stability to a time when rulers did as they pleased. He rips us from our homes to place us into a 
sleezy setting of pulsating music, filthy jokes, sensual dancing, too much  alcohol, and too little moral restraint.  For the next 16 verses we must observe the 

shameful inner court of Herod Antipas.”  
Mark 6:14-32 (CSB) - 14 King Herod heard about it, because Jesus’s name had become well known. Some said, “John the Baptist has 
been raised from the dead, and that’s why miraculous powers are at work in him.” 15 But others said, “He’s Elijah.” Still others said, 
“He’s a prophet, like one of the prophets from long ago.” 16 When Herod heard of it, he said, “John, the one I beheaded, has been 
raised!” 17 For Herod himself had given orders to arrest John and to chain him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s 
wife, because he had married her. 18 John had been telling Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” 19 So Herodias 
held a grudge against him and wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 because Herod feared John and protected him, knowing he 
was a righteous and holy man. When Herod heard him he would be very perplexed, and yet he liked to listen to him.21 An opportune 
time came on his birthday, when Herod gave a banquet for his nobles, military commanders, and the leading men of Galilee.  
22 When Herodias’s own daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. The king said to the girl, “Ask me whatever 
you want, and I’ll give it to you.” 23 He promised her with an oath: “Whatever you ask me I will give you, up to half my kingdom.” 
24 She went out and said to her mother, “What should I ask for?” “John the Baptist’s head,” she said.25 At once she hurried to the king 
and said, “I want you to give me John the Baptist’s head on a platter immediately.” 26 Although the king was deeply distressed,  
because of his oaths and the guests he did not want to refuse her. 27 The king immediately sent for an executioner and commanded 
him to bring John’s head. So he went and beheaded him in prison, 28 brought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the 
girl gave it to her mother. 29 When John’s disciples heard about it, they came and removed his corpse and placed it in a tomb. 
30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all that they had done and taught. 31 He said to them, “Come away by 
yourselves to a remote place and rest for a while.” For many people were coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat. 
32 So they went away in the boat by themselves to a remote place 

 
 

Mark 6:14-16 - Quest for power that was out of control 

Mark 6:17-18 - Herod Antipas killed the most religiously revered man in all of Israel at the time. 

Mark 6:19-20 - Herod was on shaky ground with the Roman Empire. 
He saw a devotion to God he longed to experience, however he was not willing to accept the cost. 

Mark 6:21-23 - Herodias was looking for an opportune time. 

Mark 6:24-28 - “Herod was sorry that his drunken tongue had landed him in such an awkward situation, 
but he was not sorry enough to do what was right.” 
 
 

He forgot all about the eyes of God. 
 

Mark 6:29 - John died bringing glory to his Savior. 



4 Lessons We Can Learn: 
1. The poison of holding a grudge 
2. Seeking human approval above God’s approval 
3. The depth and seriousness of sin 
4. The cost of following Jesus 
 

 
 

Mark 6:30-32  

 

Habitually go away and be with Jesus. 
 

When reading about Jesus in scripture... take time to be with Jesus in the passage. 
 

 

 


