
	

	

  JOURNEY WITH JESUS 
Week 4 – Matthew 21-28 

 
 
Day 1: Our King Saves (Matthew 21-22) – People were star struck with this man who fed 
thousands, healed the sick, and turned the entire religious world upside down. He had to be 
the Messiah – the Son of David. As Jesus entered Jerusalem for the Passover celebration, 
the crowds shouted, “Hosanna” (Save)! Their wait for their Messiah was over. He was here to 
save them, but not how anyone expected. They thought that He would rescue them from 
Roman oppression, yet He came to save them from their sins. He did not come on a horse 
like a mighty warrior, but on a donkey as a humble servant. They wanted Him to sit on a 
throne as their king, yet no one imagined that He would hang on the cross as their Passover 
Lamb.  
 
This same crowd shouting “Hosanna” soon would be shouting “Crucify Him” (27:22-23). Even 
the religious leaders who were most anticipating this coming Messiah flat out rejected Him 
(21:12-27). Those least likely, the outcasts and sinners, were the most prepared to receive this 
Messiah. Jesus shared several parables revealing who would receive and reject Him. In one 
story, there were two sons. The first son refused to do what the father asked, but later 
obeyed much like the sinners who initially rejected Jesus, but later humbly repented. The 
other son claimed with his lips to obey, yet never actually followed through much like the 
religious leaders (21:28-32). It matters not how loud we shout “Hosanna” or how impressive our 
religious résumé may be. Only those who have a posture of repentance can receive Jesus as 
their Messiah (21:31). Repentance is not just a one-time act, but our default reaction as 
believers when we sin to return to our Savior.    

– Meditate: James 4:6-10 – Our pathway to repentance 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 2: Religiosity Uncovered (Matthew 23) – Fakes. Frauds. Phonies. No one likes 
hypocrites. We despise hypocrisy in others, yet rarely see it in ourselves. Our eyes zero in on 
the little flaw in others, but we look right past the glaring imperfections in ourselves. We 
overemphasize our strengths and minimize our weaknesses. Our makeup looks good, but we 
ignore our blemishes. We think everyone is fooled, yet we are only fooling ourselves.   
 
The religious leaders had mastered the art of appearing spiritual. They had a façade of 
godliness that misled many (2 Tim. 3:5). Yet Jesus saw right through them. His life and teaching 
slowly stripped away the “godly” veneer they hid behind. Jesus wants us to come to Him with 
our masks off and walls down. Like sitting in a doctor’s office in a hospital gown, we feel 
uneasy about being this vulnerable with Jesus. Yet only when we come to Him with all of our 
imperfections and inadequacies, can He make us new. We come to Him dirty; He cleans us. 
We come broken and He rebuilds our life into something beautiful. He protects us under His 
wings and restores us in His presence (23:37-39).  
 

– Meditate: Matthew 23:25-28 and Romans 2:4 
 

– Article: “12 Signs You are a Modern Day Pharisee (Frank Powell) - http://frankpowell.me/12-signs-
you-are-modern-day-pharisee 

	



	

	

Day 3: Watchful and Ready for King Jesus (Matthew 24-25) – If we were warned of an 
imminent terrorist attack on our city, it would change the way we live today. We would be on 
high alert, watching for any sign of unrest. Before Jesus left this earth, He warned His 
followers to be watchful. Not only are we to be watchful for those trying to attack us through 
deception, but we must prepare ourselves for His soon return. If we knew that Jesus was 
returning later this month, we would certainly make some immediate changes. We would 
clean up our lives and get busy doing the things that please Him. Are we ready for His return 
or are we unprepared (15:1-13)? Will we be found faithful doing our Father’s business or will we 
be found lazy focused our own things (25:14-30)? 
 

Jesus prepares us for His return by personalizing our acts of service. When we love others, 
we are literally loving Jesus Himself (25:37-46). He is there when we care for the poor, feed the 
hungry, and show compassion for the hurting. We will be ready for His return tomorrow, if we 
are looking for Jesus today with opportunities to tangibly love others.  
 

– Consider: Adjust your priorities to His. What do you want to be found doing? 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 4: His Death Was The Only Way (Matthew 26-27) – Matthew increases the number of 
references to the Old Testament to show that His death was not a failure, but a fulfillment. No 
one expected that this Messiah would take the path of the cross. He became a curse, to 
remove our curse (cf. Gen. 3:15; Gal. 3:13). Instead of judging the world, He was judged on our 
behalf (cf. Isa. 53).  
 

Betrayed, denied, abandoned by those closest to Him. Mocked, tortured, and murdered by 
those He came to save. At any point, He could have just said, “Forget it! Its not worth it.” 
Overwhelmed with agony as He thought about the cross, He pleaded with His Father three 
times to provide another way. Yet His Father remained silent. The cross was the only way to 
be the Savior of the world. Filled with resolve and love for us, He chose the cross – His 
shame for our acceptance. His mission was to turn haters into lovers. Turn trash into a 
treasure. It was this that brought Him joy to suffer through the pain and shame of the cross 
(Heb. 12:2-4).   
 

– Song: “Love is Killing Me” by Vicksburg - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z6bLRpn3I_U 
 

– Kids: “A Dark Night in the Garden” in The Jesus Storybook Bible (p.294). 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Day 5: The King’s Great Commission (Matthew 28) – Imagine being one of the disciples. 
You have spent three years with Jesus watching Him heal, cast out demons, and feed 
thousands. You witnessed Him being rejected, tortured, and executed. And now He is risen! 
If you weren’t convinced before, this Jesus has proved Himself worthy to follow. 
 

His authority as King Jesus is undeniable; He was dead and is now alive! He has the authority 
to establish His kingdom here on earth (28:18). Yet this King doesn’t plan to do it alone. He is 
mobilizing His followers. His disciples are ready to make disciples of others. Some of us are 
sent across the street and others are sent across the world, yet our mission is the same – to 
make disciples of all. Discipleship is the lifelong journey of walking like Jesus. Disciples are not 
people who simply know what Jesus commanded, but those who obey it. We are good at 
studying, memorizing, and quoting the words of Jesus, but are we eager to embody them.  
 

– Video: How Not to Make Disciples (Francis Chan) - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9KIA-DGx_3Y 


