
	

	

 
  JOURNEY WITH JESUS 

Week 3 – Mark 9-11 
 

 
Day 1: Pride and Exclusivity (Read Mark 9:1-41) – Imagine being in Jesus’ inner circle. You 
climbed the mountain with Him to see Moses and Elijah (Mark 9:2-13). You had a front row seat 
to all His miracles. Jesus shared with you His spiritual insights; He welcomed you into 
everything He did. You were not just a fly on the wall or a random person in the crowd. You 
were one of the faithful. You were one of the few. You were one of the favored ones.  
 

Unfortunately, this was the mindset that developed among the disciples. At one point they 
began discussing who was the greatest among them (Mark 9:33-37). Who was Jesus’ VIP? 
Who was the MVP of the group? Jesus, knowing their thoughts, challenged their self-
promoting mindset. It was not about being prominent, but being humble and anonymous. The 
greatest in His eyes were often considered least in the world’s eyes. Jesus put a child on His 
lap to illustrate His point. Children had no influence or status in the social pecking order. There 
was nothing to be gained by serving a child. Jesus is looking for disciples who serve without 
expecting kickbacks. He wants followers who serve people for people’s sake, not their own.  
 

Pride was not the only thing brewing among the disciples, but exclusivity. John noticed a man 
who was not “one of them” casting out a demon (Mark 9:38-41). This guy was not one of the 
chosen twelve. This elitist mindset was not what Jesus wanted for His disciples. Often times 
we confine ourselves to those who think just like us. We circle the wagons tightly with those 
who have the same brand of Christianity as us. Although Jesus wants us to hold to the truth, 
we must guard against developing a superior mindset to those who don’t think exactly like us.   
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 2: Severity Towards Sin (Read Mark 9:42-50) – Sometimes when we read Scripture, it 
encourages us and resonates with our hearts. Other times it challenges our perspective and 
takes longer for us to get our mind around. Yet Scripture is God’s authoritative perspective on 
matters of life and godliness (2 Peter 1:3). God is God; we are not. It would be in our best 
interest to trust God’s perspective.  
 

One topic that God speaks widely about is sin. Sin is something that most of us don’t take 
seriously enough. We flirt with sin. We think it’s sexy. Yet God describes sin as toxic. It’s a 
cancer that takes over our bodies. It blinds our eyes, hardens our hearts, and numbs our 
passions. Ralph Venning asked a penetrating question in his book called the Sinfulness of Sin 
that should stop us in our tracks, “Shall I find pleasure in anything that caused Christ pain?” 
We are truly grateful that Jesus came to die for our sins. But in reality, we want to be saved 
from sin’s consequences in the future, but enjoy sin’s pleasures today.  
 

Do we have God’s perspective on sin? Think about this. It is better to drown yourself by tying 
an anchor around your neck, than causing someone to stumble (Mark 9:42). It is better to cut 
off our hand or pluck out our eye, if it causes us to sin. God does not want us to commit 
suicide or mutilate our flesh. However, what lengths are we willing to go to rid our lives of sin? 
 

– Mediate – Develop God’s perspective on sin by considering these passages: Romans 
1:18-2:4; Proverbs 5:1-22; Galatians 5:19-25. 

	



	

	

Day 3: Goodness Does Not Equal Godliness (Read Mark 10:1-31) – On one occasion, a 
rich young man came up to Jesus addressing Him as “Good Teacher”. Although this title was 
true of Jesus, Jesus challenged how he assessed good, “Why do you call me good? No one 
is good except God alone” (Mark 10:17-22). Jesus wanted to reveal this man’s faulty system of 
evaluating goodness. For this man, righteousness was determined by one’s adherence to the 
law. By his own estimation, he was good. As he overlaid his life on the law of God, He 
appeared to be blameless. However, his identity was rooted in his own goodness. To make 
matters worse, there was still an evil just below the self-righteous topsoil. He had conformed 
his behavior to the God’s law, but there was idolatry rooted deep in his heart. His very identity 
was wrapped up in being rich. He prided himself on his wealth, rather than in God.    
 
The purpose of the law was not to live up to God’s righteousness, but to expose our 
unrighteousness. The law was not designed to make us good, but to bring us to God. It is a 
tutor to lead us to our Savior (Gal. 3:24). Many of us make it our aim to be good. Isn’t that what 
God has called us to? To some extent this is true. God’s ultimate aim is to make us righteous. 
Yet His means to make us righteous is through His Son Jesus. As we are with Him, we 
become like Him. Our goal is to be with God, not to be good. God makes us good.  
 

– Meditate – The Gospel makes us good (Romans 3:9-26). 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 4: Serving and Selfless Posture (Read Mark 10:32-52) – Yet again, the disciples were 
found filled with pride and exclusivity. James and John approached Jesus asking if He would 
grant their every request. When Jesus inquired about what they wanted, they asked for a 
position of prominence. They were still looking at Jesus as a means to advance their own 
selfish agendas. Once again, He had to redefine greatest in the eyes of His disciples. In 
God’s economy, those who serve are the greatest. Jesus, the greatest of all, came to be 
servant of all. He came to serve and give His life as a ransom for many (Mark 10:35).  
 
Some lessons are harder to learn than others. God is patient with us in refining the selfishness 
out of us. This is why he tells us that we must deny ourselves daily (Luke 9:23). Each day our 
flesh fights for significance. Yet we have been given God’s power through the gospel to kill 
our flesh and selfish ambitions so that we can live for God (Gal. 5:24-25).    
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 5: Created for a Purpose (Read Mark 11) – Jesus was a man who embodied love, 
gentleness, and compassion. It seems like the only times when Jesus responded strongly 
was when he encountered things acting out of character. On another occasion, he cursed a 
fig tree that was not bearing fruit according to its design (Mark 11:12-14; 20-21). On other 
occasions, he strongly rebuked the religious leaders for acting like wolves in sheep’s clothing 
rather than faithful shepherds of Israel. And then on two occasions, Jesus was filled with 
righteous anger clearing the temple. When he arrived at the temple in Jerusalem, he found 
people buying and selling there (Mark 11:15-18). He flipped over the tables and drove out the 
moneychangers. The religious privileged were charging high exchange rates to those paying 
the temple tax. They took advantage of the poor as they came to offer a sacrifice. The temple 
was designed to be a house of prayer for all nations, but it had become a den for thieves.  
 
Jesus modeled our divine design as image bearers of our Father (Gen. 1:26). We must be 
faithful to live according to our created purpose – displaying the character and life of Jesus.  


