
	

	

 
  JOURNEY WITH JESUS 

Week 4 – Mark 12-16 
 

 
Day 1: The Greatest Commandment (Read Mark 12) – The religious leaders grew 
increasingly frustrated with Jesus. Either Jesus was confronting their religious paradigm (Mark 
12:1-12) or they were challenging His way of life (Mark 12:13-27). On one occasion, one of the 
teachers of the law asked Jesus a question, “Of all the commandments, which is the most 
important” (Mark 12:28). This was a commonly asked question and debated for centuries. 
Much time was spent trying to prioritize the laws. They had determined that there were 613 
commandments. These commands were then categorized into 248 “Thou shall’s” and 365 
“Thou shall not’s”. These two groupings were then divided into “heavy” (important) commands 
and “light” (unimportant) commands.  
 
When asked this question, Jesus answered without hesitation by quoting the Shema (Hear) 
from Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 
God with all of your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your 
strength.” This passage was not unfamiliar. In fact, the religious leaders quoted it twice daily. It 
was one of 4 texts written on small pieces of parchment and put in phylacteries (small leather 
pouches) that they wore on their foreheads and left arms during prayer (MacArthur, 338).  
 
Consider this one command – love God. Do we love God with our entire being – all of our 
faculties and all of our affections? No part of our life is unaffected by this command. Often we 
love God with a portion of our heart, a part of our soul, and a fraction of our mind. May God 
incline our heart to Him so that all aspects of our life are influenced by our love for Him. 
 

– Memorize – Mark 12:29-30 
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 2: Be Watchful, not Fearful (Read Mark 13) – This chapter of Mark is flat out terrifying. 
It’s hard to imagine that the world is going to get this bad. Many of us would rather ignore 
these warnings. It’s easier to live in the comfort of our present reality and not worry about what 
the future may hold. However, Jesus is giving insight into what is to come. He warns us of this 
coming deception so that we won’t be caught off guard (13:5-8; 21-22). Yet, do we believe 
Him? This is not a fictional story, but previews of the last chapter of the story of God.  
 
Hope is having faith in what Jesus says will take place about the future. When a child is told 
that they will be going to Disneyland very soon, they get excited. The hope (confident 
expectation) of going to Disneyland in the future, shapes them today. Likewise, hope in what 
God says about the future will shape us today. It will make our eyes watchful. It will prevent us 
from getting sidetracked or distracted. This future reality that Jesus shares with us, should 
cause us today to be ready and watchful for the coming of Jesus.    
 

– Listen – Mark 13 – Imagine hearing Jesus Himself sharing about what will come. Allow this 
passage it engage your emotions and strengthen your hope (faith) about the future. 

 

	



	

	

Day 3: A Beautiful Act (Read Mark 14) – While people were looking to kill Jesus, a woman 
sought to bless him. Taking an alabaster jar full of expensive perfume, she anointed Jesus’ 
head. Most likely this was a family heirloom passed down through the generations and could 
have been her entire life savings. Rather than seeking to save it for herself, she “wasted” it by 
anointing Jesus. At least that’s how some interpreted her actions. Those watching were 
furious with her. They argued that this perfume could have been sold for a year’s wages and 
given to the poor. Yet Jesus silenced the critics by affirming her saying, “She has done a 
beautiful thing to me” (Mark 14:6). 
 

I’ll be honest, I may have had the same reaction. I would have assumed that even Jesus 
would have wanted this money spent in a more responsible manner. However, this woman 
saw her Savior. The threat of public critique did not stop her. It was culturally unacceptable for 
a woman to touch a man in this manner, especially a woman of her standing (cf. Luke 7:39). 
She didn’t care what others would say about her. She was unashamed of people watching 
her. Her devotion to Jesus led her to act audaciously and to love extravagantly. As we 
consider God’s generous grace, rich mercy, and endless forgiveness, may we be lead to love 
Him lavishly and give to Him excessively.    
 

– Kids – “Washed with Tears” in The Jesus Storybook Bible (p. 280).  
 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 4: God’s Plan Trumps Our Plans (Read Mark 15) – For quite some time, the religious 
leaders were plotting to kill Jesus (Mark 3:6). He had flipped their whole world upside down. He 
questioned their authority and challenged their religious norms. Finally, they had their plan to 
end Jesus (Mark 15:1). With the inside help of Judas, they arrested Jesus. The Jewish courts 
unanimously agreed that He was to be crucified. Then taking him to the Roman courts, they 
strong-armed Pilate to deliver Jesus to be crucified.     
 

It seemed as if evil was defeating good. Yet every aspect of Jesus’ betrayal (Ps. 41:9) and 
death (Isa. 53) was part of the plan of God. In Peter’s sermon on Pentecost, he said that Jesus 
was “delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). 
Although the religious leaders acted evil, God meant it for good (Gen. 50:20). God is bigger 
than the sinful schemes of men. We can trust that no matter what happens in our lives, God 
will work everything for our ultimate good (Rom. 8:28). 
 

– Meditate – Proverbs 16:9 – Despite the plans we make in our hearts, God will direct our 
steps according to His good and perfect purpose.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Day 5: No Doubt He is Rise (Read Mark 16) – There is overwhelming evidence that Jesus 
did in fact rise from the dead. Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of James, were only the 
first two (Mark 16:1) of more than 500 people who saw the risen Christ (1 Cor. 15:5-8). But what 
bearing does this well-confirmed historical fact on our lives today? Without the resurrection of 
Christ, our faith would be useless (1 Cor. 15:14). We would believe in a dead Savior and remain 
in our sin (1 Cor. 15:17). Yet, Jesus did rise from the dead. His victory over death in the past, 
gives us victory today over sin. We need not live powerless lives defeated by sin, but look to 
Christ to give us His strength to live for Him today (Gal. 2:20).  
 

– Read – 1 Corinthians 15 “The Resurrection of Jesus”  
 

– Kids – “Going Home” in The Jesus Storybook Bible (p. 318).  


