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Most likely you have sung that great church camp song "I am the Church, you are the 
Church, we are the Church together; all who follow Jesus all around the world, Yes!  We're the 
Church together!" It goes on to sing about that the Church isn't a building or a steeple, but the 
people. “The Church it is the people, living out their lives, yes, we are the Church together!”

What does it mean for us to be the Church in this time and place? How are we the Church 
in the world?  Where is God calling us to be the Church in the midst of the lives of others? Many 
church members and church leaders are having to re-examine what it means to be the Church 
today. There are many perceptions of the Church in the world.  

Brian McLaren (author of A New Kind of Christianity) using Paul's verses about love in 
Chapter 13 of I Corinthians (you know, the one we often hear read at weddings) says the 
following: "The church, then, in Paul's mind, must be above all a school of love...its goal is not 
simply to pump knowledge into people, but to train them in the "way of love," so they may do the 
"work of the Lord" empowered by the Holy Spirit, as the embodiment of Christ."

How is Tierrasanta Lutheran Church already walking and living in the way of love? How are 
you “Sharing the Love of Jesus Christ” in the midst of your daily encounters? Help me to learn 
more about how God is working in your life and empowering you to further the kingdom of God. 
Share with me (and with each other) the stories of faith that exemplify what it means to be the 
Church in this time and in this place - for it is in doing so that we give glory to God!

In order to help hear how we are doing in our mission together, I will be hoping to meet with 
every member of TLC in small groups in September.  Following Christ’s example of eating 
together in his friends’ homes, I am hoping that you would be willing to host one of these dinners 
in your home.  Please contact the church office if you are willing to open up your home to a small 
group for dinner.  You won’t need to cook the dinner!  Only provide a space and some hospitality 
to other members of TLC. I'm looking forward to these times together as a church family. These 
visits will be an opportunity to listen to each other and for you to express what you think about 
TLC’s mission and what God is doing in your life. 

Your Brother in Christ,

Support For TACO We learned that TACO has a continuing need for socks and 
personal hygiene kits.  In our efforts to support TACO as part of our Community Outreach mission, 
we will be establishing the first Sunday of the month as TACO Sock Donation Sunday and there will 
be a box in the foyer to collect all donations of MEN’S socks.  The third Sunday of the month will be 
TACO Personal Hygiene Sunday and there will be a box in the foyer to collect all personal hygiene 
donations.   The hygiene items are:  shampoo, conditioner, soap, lotion, toothpaste, and 
toothbrush.  It is requested that that the items be “travel” size.  
1st Sunday – Men’s socks,  3rd Sunday – Travel-size hygiene items.

TLC Congregational Meeting has been set for Sunday, June 13th 
Directly following the 10am worship service. 

All voting members are encouraged to attend.



Travel to the Holy Land with Pastor 
Vadis!
Pastor Vadis will be leading a group on a tour of the Holy Land!  
This trip is an opportunity to see the places of the Bible and to see 
the people, stories, and events come alive before your eyes and 
fill your hearts.  The 10 day trip departs in January, 2022.   In 
order to get more information, answer any questions you may 
have, please see Pastor Vadis.

Applying Bible Principles
“You shall eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you. . . .But 
remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth. . . ” (Deut. 8:10, 18).

The Bible repeatedly says that we are to “bless the Lord,” but what does that mean? Whatever else it 
might mean, it entails having a thankful heart for all that God has done for us. It’s easy, you know, to go 
to an extreme and to emphasize only God’s spiritual blessings to the exclusion of His temporal 
blessings. It’s also easy to emphasize only His material blessings and to forget His provisions for us 
spiritually. In reality, we are to emphasize both the material and spiritual blessings we receive from God, 
remembering that all that we have comes from His bountiful hand.

As we realize God’s provisions for us, day after day, week after week, month after month, and year after 
year, we literally “bless the Lord” by a lifestyle that is marked by thanksgiving for all that God has done 
for us. And that spirit of gratitude for past, present and future blessings causes us to want to give to the 
Lord from the bounty He has provided for us. As one unknown author wrote, “Thanksgiving, to be truly 
Thanksgiving, is first thanks, then giving.”

Think about it: As we receive God’s blessings, we offer praise and thanksgiving to Him. And as we 
realize afresh that all that we have is a result of God’s goodness, our response to His faithfulness is to 
give back to God a portion of that which was already His. We do so, not because we have to or out of 
any sense of obligation or guilt. We give to the Lord because we want to do so, in response to His great 
love for us and in response to His goodness.

Dwight L. Moody was once reading Psalm 103. When he came to the verse, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and do not forget all his benefits,” he stopped short in his inimitable way and exclaimed, “You can’t 
remember them all, of course, but don’t forget them all. Remember some of them!” And as you 
“remember some of them,” remember the sequence: First thanks, then giving.

We’re Updating the TLC Directory!  
Please contact Elizabeth in the church office if you have a newer 
telephone number, mailing address, email address or name changes. 
858-560-8688. tlcsdca@sbcglobal.net   (preferred).  Thank you!

mailto:tlcsdca@sbcglobal.net


Pacifica Synod Assembly
This was the first time I have ever participated in the 
Synod conference. I am hoping it will not be the last. I 
found it fascinating and exciting that I got to see people 
from different Lutheran Churches around San Diego and 
see how they are functioning and doing things at this 
unique time in our lives. I enjoyed also seeing how 
people in other churches are helping not only people in San Diego but other areas close to San 
Diego but in other countries. I know I was brought up to help people everywhere in the world not just 
in our area. I also loved to see that other churches participated in the empty bowl program which 
made it more exciting for me to bring Nicholas to this year. One thing about being part of the ECLA is 
how much we give back to the communities here and far away. Thank you for letting me attend and 
share in this awesome experience.
Heather Staib-Jerzy

Hello TLC Family! 
Blessed Holy Trinity Sunday, May 30! 
As we approach the last of the High Feast Days of the church (at least for a while;  a few more come 
after the summer),  I’ve been reflecting on the blessing of Church Year seasons.... 

As things happen in the world that can and DID become front and center, our Lutheran church 
services continue to focus on God’s Word each week.  We can count on it!  Readings from Old and 
New Testament continue to point to Christ, to tell His story.  Our worship through prayers and music 
continues to praise Him in both old and new songs that reflect those readings! 

What a special blessing to be back inside our lovely Centrum!  Hope you are enjoying the fresh 
“atmosphere “ for worship, whether in person, or online.  Thank you for your loving feedback and 
patience with the sound and video quality. People( RFrater, for one), are working (reading sound 
system manuals that BFrater would never be able to get thru)  to get the bugs out so that all can hear 
with ease from wherever you’ve chosen for your worship “join-in”. 

At the 8:30 service, singers and ringers are still cautious about spacing.  We find the microphones 
still a mystery for our ‘sacred classical’ style music leading, while the GO musicians are very used to 
it.  

Right after this Holy Trinity Sunday, the traditional “ Green season”  begins in the church year, where 
we are encouraged to grow in our faith.  To God’s Glory, we will also keep growing in musical skills, 
and technical understanding. Thank you for supporting our worship leading efforts!  (I love it that our 
new benches are now a lovely green, helping, maybe helping us remember to keep growing.) 

Other news: our Sydney Streightiff is back playing her oboe for a few Sundays, having earned a 
MASTERS Degree in Music on May 16th!  We warmly congratulate her (and ALL other graduates in 
TLC families), and thank God for the good work He does through  our young people!!! 
Blessings and continued growth in your own “Green Seasons”, everyone! 

Love in Christ, 
Betsy Frater 



Prayers & Squares
BIG NEWS……we will have two in-person meetings in June.  We will 
meet both the 1st and 3rd Saturdays to layer, sew, tie, laugh and 
fellowship and are excited to be getting back to “slightly normal.”  Please 
join us on June 5th and 19th.
Our May meeting found 11 of us in the Fellowship Hall and we worked on 
Patriotic Quilts as well as Prayer Quilts.  We are still finding our way with 
our new “team approach.”  Please call the church office to sponsor a quilt 
and Elizabeth will have a member from the Dedication Team respond to 
you.  The Trifold Brochure for Prayers and Squares still reviews the steps 
to sponsor a quilt; they are in the narthex lucite rack or can be emailed to 
you.
Linda Bixler, Jo Vroman and Bernie Tomsovic went to Escondido on May 
8th to help a new P and S Chapter there get started.  We donated 2 
completed quilts and a quilt top for their inventory.  It is such a pleasure 
to see this ministry expand and we thank our members for reaching out 
to them.
Nancy Carter has delivered instructions for our new Challenge Quilts.  It 
will be fun to be creative with our own initials.  Nancy can email the 
instructions to you or mail them and we hope you will accept this 
challenge.  Quilt tops will be revealed at our meeting on August 21st, so 
you have plenty of time.
High school graduates will receive their quilts at church on June 6th.  It is 
always a special milestone to see them hold up their quilts and know a 
reminder of our TLC family belongs to each of them.
Quilts dedicated in May were for: Michelle Meloy, sponsors: the 
Balmaceda family; Donnie Smyles, sponsors: the Holler and 
Herschelman families.

My how this school year has flown by!  And what a year it's been!  
In lieu of having our End of the Year Picnic, the children will have 
their Graduation on Saturday, June 5 in the outside patio one 
class at a time. They have had a memorable time this year 
enjoying each other's company and learning and prepping for 
kindergarten. Thank you to the congregation and our TLC 
Preschool Board for their support. And especially thank you to the teachers for all their hard work and 
dedication to make sure the children were safe and that they had fun while they learned!

School will be closed for the summer. Classes resume on Tuesday, September 7, 2021.  All 3 classes 
are already filled up for the 2021-2022 school year! 

One of their favorite songs sung during Chapel time:
Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world. Red, brown, yellow, black and white, they 
are precious in his sight! Jesus loves the little children of the world.

Thank you,
Mary Ann Michlanski
TLC Preschool Director



Facility Corner 
It is so wonderful seeing folks back at TLC and with 
both services gradually picking up attendance!   I 
hope that all notice how good our Campus looks and 
want to thank the Chain Gang for their efforts that 
made that possible.   With the Climb Aboard work 
that has been accomplished and limited use of the 
facilities, maintenance issues have been low but am 
looking forward to more work due to a fully utilized 
facility . With that said, maintenance efforts this past 
month included repairs of several fellowship hall 
folding tables, the isolation and repair of issues with 
our security and fire system, improving the irrigation 
for the library area planter, addressing trip hazards in 
the steps from the parking lot to the front area, 
weeding the front area, trimming the oleander behind the church building and the bougainvillea 
along the sidewalk, and most significantly, the removal of the drive-in church platform/podium that is 
no longer needed – the last form items accomplished by the Chain Gang.  Have also received and 
accepted a proposal from our landscaping contractor to plant orange and yellow gazania daisies on 
the front slope (from area behind the signage over to the steps down from the parking lot) and to 
install of the necessary irrigation to water the ground cover.  This will stabilize the front slope and 
really make the stone cross standout.  
As to Climb Aboard, all work efforts are complete.  The stone cross clean-up work has been 
accomplished and it will really look great when we complete the front landscaping work discussed 
above.  We still have a small amount of donations coming in but slowing to a trickle.    Current Climb 
Aboard donations are $473,910 ($7,995 over pledges), with approximately $23,000 being put into 
the designated maintenance account for the future parking lot slurry and the front entry work.   My 
sincere thanks to all for your support of the Climb Aboard Campaign that has enabled us to address 
significant maintenance issues and update our facilities. 
Peace and Health to All,
Wayne Duke 
Director of Facilities and Equipment

VBS Comes to TLC!
 July 28, 29, 30 & August 2 & 3.  9am-noon.  

Family worship on August 1st at 10am

Helpers Needed!   We are looking for dedicated Christian 
volunteers with hearts of gold to share the gospel with children of our 
community. We will train. All skill levels needed.
Face to face encounters with God guaranteed!
Please contact Susan Moon, Director
315-415-8034 or you can leave a message in the church office 
858-560-8688.



Military Outreach Committee (MOC) 
We had another successful Food Drive and Giveaway 
last month.  Over 90 military families in the Murphy 
Canyon and Miramar areas were served, each getting 2 
bags of food that provided a family of 4 with 3 days of 
meals and snacks.  Thank you one and all who contributed 
to support our military families.
   
We are excited to be able to resume the Children’s 
Clothing Fair (CCF) which provides our military families 
with gently used clothing for their growing children.  We 
have a confirmed reservation for Thursday, August 26th at 
the Murphy Canyon Chapel.  Please continue your efforts 
in collecting useable children’s clothing for donating to the 
CCF.  Donations will be accepted 2-3 weeks prior to the 
26th; specific dates to be posted later.
                                                                 

Also in the early planning stage is having an Advent Fair 
or Activity Box distribution later in the fall. 

We would like to invite anyone interested in the activities 
of our committee’s ministry to join us at the next meeting 
on 8/4/21 at 4:30pm, possibly in-person at TLC.  “Interest” 
does not mean “commitment to joining the committee”.  
Please contact Jessie Wallace (619-446-9146) if you have 
any questions or concerns.



Be a TV Director!
We are putting together a team of video directors to run the video system for worship services and 
other functions in the Sanctuary. We have three remote-controlled cameras and a switcher with 
recording and live-streaming capabilities. Tech skills, quick thinking, and a good sense of timing are 
a plus to this job. These are paid positions, 2-3 hours on a Sunday and/or other times as the need 
arises. Please contact Pastor Vadis if you are interested. 

Communications Assistant needed to update congregation and community on TLC 
Happenings.  Includes writing and gathering content for Constant Contact eblasts, social media/
website posts, and monthly Tierra Times article.  Experience preferred but not required. Please 
contact Pastor Vadis if you are interested.

Confirmation Sunday, May 23rd.
The confirmands affirmed their Baptismal covenant and shared their 
faith statements.   

• Jake Ryan Langenderfer 
• Jackson Everett Norum 
• Caroline Ann Herschelman 
• Christian Jacob Mahan Balmaceda 



High School Graduate 
Recognition
Tomás Schweitzer graduates from Serra High School 
and will be attending Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University in Prescott, Arizona To study Aerospace 
Engineering

Mikaela Norum will graduate from University City High School on June 12, 2021.  She is going to 
attend the University of Minnesota to study chemical engineering.

Ava Miranada Martin will be graduating with honors from High Tech High Media Arts. She will be 
attending Cal State University Channel Islands to pursue her BS Nursing degree in the fall.

College Graduate Recognition
Danielle Ellyse Schum, granddaughter of Don and Marva Drake, graduated magna cum Laude from 
Concordia University, Irvine with a Bachelor’s of Art in history.  

Charlotte Marie Schmidt graduated from the University of  Notre Dame with a degree in Political 
Science. She will be attending Boston University Law School in the Fall

Sydney Streightiff received her masters degree in Oboe Performance from the University of Arizona at 
Tucson. She will stay for another 4 years to complete her PhD program. 

TO RUMMAGE OR NOT TO RUMMAGE
Many people are asking, “Will there be a rummage sale this year?”  After a year’s hiatus due to the 
pandemic, it is still uncertain.  One thing for certain is that I am taking this opportunity to step down as 
the unofficial “rummage queen”.  It  is a good source of income for both TLC and T.A.C.O., as well as a 
wonderful time of fellowship for the workers and shoppers, but new leadership is needed.  Do YOU 
have some ideas on how we can improve the sale and conduct a safe event in a post-pandemic world?  
If so I am sure the Church Council would love to hear from you.

Ginny Pence

Prayers of the Faithful Prayers of Godʼs strength for those TLC members in assisted 
living facilities: Jane VanBenthuysen. For those hospitalized and/or recovering from surgery/illness:   
Eileen Widmann, Fran White, Reid Bixler, Don Drake, Grant Eyles, Jay Plummer, Audrey Brengle, 
Charles Taylor, Norma Taylor, Teresa Stowinsky, Daniel Eliseuson, Kathleen Bellavance, John 
Michel, William Alicea, Teresa Erickson, Amy Borts, Gayle Ramsey, Gene Loucks, Manny Flores, 
Steve Koci,   We also pray, Lord, that you will guide and protect our military personnel  serving in 
harms way and show us how to serve them.

Please contact the church office if you have someone you would like added to the prayers.



Electronic 
Giving TLC has 
electronic options for 
making regular offerings. 
Contributions can be 
debited automatically from 
your checking or savings 
account. The program is called VANCO and you 
can signup for it as a single payment or a 
recurring payment.  Please contact Elizabeth in 
the church office for the form or more 
information. We also offer VENMO. Scan this 
QRC code with your smart phone to send your 
offering. Please contact the church office if you 
have questions.  Thank you! 

Bible Study from the Garage 
You can join Scott Olson and Pastor Bohdan in 
Scott’s garage for the weekly “Bible Study from 
the Garage” on the TLC Facebook page. 
Worship & Technology.

Wish List   As we strive to make our 
worship services safe for all and provide the best 
sound for those online, we embrace these 
challenges. Technology plays an integral part of 
this. Please mark your check “music/tech wish 
list” and your donation will help fund where 
needed.  

2021 Flower Chart Sign Up! 
You are invited to donate flowers on a Sunday to 
celebrate an important event in your life or in 
memory or honor of a loved one. Please contact 
Elizabeth in the church office to sign up for a 
particular Sunday. 

Christ In Our Home  The April-June 
edition is available now in the church office.

It was a tie! Adults vs Kids! Pastor Bohdan was the first to capture the flag but 
Confirmands and HSYG quickly schemed their way to victory making it an even score. Quick draw dual 
at the end was won by Chase Meador leading the Kids to an overall victory at Paintball Park. Thank 
you to all who participated; it was a great day.
Next, the HSYG will be accepting donations for a community service event to honor this years Serra/
Canyon Hills High School Class of 2021 Grad students. We will be packaging snack bags to deliver 
prior to their Grad trip to Disneyland. Please help by designating a few dollars to support their efforts.
Anyone interested in participating in HSYG is welcome. Please reach out to Larissa Thunder at 
619-987-7201 for future event ideas and planning.



JUNE  BIRTHDAYS
3rd Linda Baldwin

Chris Herich
6th Richard Spencer
8th  Lori Fiori
10th Nancy Carter
12th Nicholas Jerzy 
13th Maggie Willhite
14th Jackson Norum
15th Rachel Branham
  16th Scott Norum
17th Nicki Biggs

Donna Parham
18th Andrew Taylor
19th Sydney Streightiff
22nd Sharon Duke

Spencer Willhite
23rd Judith Chapman
25th Richard Ness
26th Beckie Ryan
29th Roni Cripps
30th Dave Schweitzer

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
5th Hal & Donna Parham
6th Bart & Sheri Lyon
7th Larissa & Mark Thunder
8th Steve & Becky Phillpott

Suzie & Pete Riley
9th Allen & Teresa Stowinsky

15th Art & Gail Wilson
19th Jim & Brenda Gay

Ron & Darla Lopez
20th Joel & Rachel Wohlfeil
21st Donald & Wanda Mounier
          Jim & Bernie  Tomsovic
23rd John & Sandy Schroeder
24th Ed & Ann Holler

Kathy & Robert Stewart
26th Chris & Nancy Carter
 
 

TLC Community Garden
Thank you for your generous support of the TLC 
Community Garden tomato plant sale. We realized $160.  
One hundred dollars was donated to TACO and sixty 
dollars will be used to purchase additional plants for the 
herb garden. Thank you! The remainder of the tomato 
plants were given to the TLC Preschool children.
We continue to delivery produce to TACO in the name of 
the TLC.  Gardeners also donated extra produce.
We were given sone Sago Palm pups. Would you like one? 
Stop by!!

The Little Gardeners  
Let’s gather again in the Community Garden on Fridays! It’s 
been more than a year (feels more like two) and I’ve missed 
the kids more than I can say. I’m ready to grab a hat, a 
shovel and my most comfy mask for a Friday morning out in 
the garden. Join me for stories, some silly songs and fun!
See you this Friday at 9:00am. Masks required and 
distancing will be respected. @tlc_giving_garden.    
Miss Cheryl 

Dinners with Friends Looking forward to times 
when we can get “back to normal” and gather socially? Be 
sure to sign up for this fun new Fellowship program, where 
you’ll get a chance to get to know your fellow congregation 
members a little bit better. You’ll be connected to other 
members in a small group (eight or less), and each group 
member (or family) chooses a night and takes a turn 
planning or hosting dinner. Don’t cook? No problem. Get-
togethers can take the form of picnics, pizza parties, 
potlucks, brunches, sack lunches.… When it’s your turn, it’s 
up to you! Sign up or ask questions by calling the office at 
858-560-8688 or email tlcsdca@sbcglobal.net. We’ll 
confirm groups and start the program after June 15. This 
program is for all ages. 

Professional 
Administrative Day
Elizabeth Duffield received 
beautiful flowers from TLC on 
Professional Administrative 
Day to thank her for all of her 
contributions.

https://www.instagram.com/tlc_giving_garden/
mailto:tlcsdca@sbcglobal.net
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If you would like to sponsor a 2021 TLC newsletter, please contact the church office.  We would like two 
sponsors per month @$75 each (cost is $150 for printing & postage). 

Please join us at 8:30am on Sundays or at 10am for In-Person, Inside Worship, 
Facebook Live or YouTube.

 

TLC Office: 858-560-8688
TLC Pre-School:  858-292-7446 

Web Site: www.tierrasantalutheran.com

http://www.tierrasantalutheran.com

