
Lenten Worship  
Liturgy of Forgiveness



PRELUDE  “Behold the Shepherd” - Sleeth

CALL TO WORSHIP BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

C: Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways, by 
prophets,

P: but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son.
C: He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being,
P: and he sustains all things by his powerful word. In the name of Jesus who gave 

his life for us we ask God to stretch out his arm - to reach beyond our selfishness 
- our desire to live in independence from him - to touch and turn our hearts and 
feed our yearning to reconcile to him. 

C: Amen.

PSALM 32
Happy are they whose transgressions  /  are forgiven,
  and whose sin is  //  put away!

Happy are they to whom the Lord im-  /  putes no guilt,
  and in whose spirit there //  is no guile! 
 
While I held my tongue, my bones with-  /  ered away,
  because of my groaning  //  all day long.

For your hand was heavy upon me  /  day and night;
  my moisture was dried up as in the  //  heat of summer.

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con-  /  ceal my guilt.
  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord. 
  Then you forgave me the guilt  // of my sin.

Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in  /  time of trouble;
  when the great waters overflow, they  //  shall not reach them.  

You are my hiding-place; you preserve  /  me from trouble;
  you surround me with shouts  //  of deliverance.
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I will instruct you and teach you in the way that  /   you should go;
  I will guide you  //  with my eye.

Do not be like horse or mule, which have no /  understanding;
  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will  //  not stay near you. 

Great are the tribulations  /   of the wicked;
  but mercy embraces those who trust  //   in the Lord.

Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice  /   in the Lord;
  shout for joy, all who are  //   true of heart.  

PRAYER
P: Faithful God, shower the world with your loving kindness.
C: that all may know your peace.
P: Open our eyes to the needs of our neighbors.
C: that all may know your love.
P: Comfort the sick and dying,
C: that all may know your mercy.
P: Guide our leaders in the way of truth,
C: that all may know your justice.
P: Focus our hearts on the way of the cross.
C: that all may have faith in you.
P: Let us pray in the words of Martin Luther:
C: Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs be filled. My Lord, fill it. I am weak 

in the faith; strengthen me. I am cold in love; warm me and make me 
fervent, that my love may go out to my neighbor. I do not have a strong and 
firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable to trust you all together. O Lord, 
help me. Strengthen my faith and trust in you. In you I have sealed the 
treasure of all I have. I am poor; you are rich and came to be merciful to the 
poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. With me, there is an abundance of sin; 
in you is the fullness of righteousness. Therefore I will remain with you, of 
whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING                       MATTHEW 9: 2-9
And just then some people were carrying a paralyzed man lying on a bed. When 
Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralytic, "Take heart, son; your sins are 
forgiven." Then some of the scribes said to themselves, "This man is 
blaspheming." But Jesus, perceiving their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in 
your hearts? For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Stand 
up and walk'? But so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on 



earth to forgive sins" — he then said to the paralytic — "Stand up, take your bed 
and go to your home." And he stood up and went to his home. When the crowds 
saw it, they were filled with awe, and they glorified God, who had given such 
authority to human beings. As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called 
Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, "Follow me." And he got up 
and followed him.

SERMON

HYMN  ELW 608 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”  (stz. 1 & 3)
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
Come home, (Come home,)
come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home. 
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home! 

3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised,
promised for you and for me!
Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon,
pardon for you and for me.  Refrain

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your 
will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory 
are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

LITANY OF FORGIVENESS
P: We are gathered together in the unity of God’s people. Side by side, we 

acknowledge our failings, our selfishness, and stubbornness; our blindness, and 
unkindness.

   (Silence for self examination)



C: I confess that I have forgotten the great love that my God and my Creator 
has for me. Forgetful of God’s great goodness to me, I have lived as if God 
did not know me - and have chosen to ignore his call.
I confess that I have not served in the way God asks of his servants. My 
words have hurt those already overburdened; my lack of kindness and 
patience has crushed those whom I should have cherished; I have put 
people down - when called to raise them up; I have ignored the needs of my 
brothers and sisters and allowed their light to grow dim through my lack of 
love.
I confess that I have not lived as a reborn child of God. I have clung to the 
security of money and possessions - and have become their slave; I have 
listened to the voices of the world - and have let myself be seduced by their 
empty promises; I have allowed my addictions to hold me bound. I have 
been afraid to stand up for myself, my values, my faith.
I confess that I have chosen death in envy and resentment; in self-pity and 
disloyalty. I have known the good in others and have chosen to see the 
bad. I have seen opportunities to grow and change but have chosen to stay 
the same. I have seen ways to bring life to others but have chosen not to 
use them. In the abundance and beauty of life I have been content with 
meanness and ugliness. In the light and warmth of God’s love I have been 
content with shadows and coldness. 

P: O Lord, if you should mark our guilt, which one of us would stand? But with our 
God there is steadfast love, in our Lord Jesus, all is mercy and fulness of 
redemption.

       (Silence for reflection)
P: We were bound by guilt and shame.
C: And God has delivered us from our bondage.
P: When we stood accused by others and ourselves.
C: Jesus noted us and listened to the accusations and then asked who could 

condemn us - so we go, no longer accusing ourselves of sins that have 
been forgiven; nor condemning others for the sins that God has forgiven 
them. 

P: We are cast down and weighed down by our sin afraid to begin again in case we 
make the same mistakes.



C: And Jesus reached out and raised us to our feet - so we go, sure of his 
confidence in us to live as he would have us live, people who are free to 
choose who seek to choose that which is good.

P: We have seen the love and power of God who triumphs over the powers of sin 
and death.  

C: And so we leave behind the things of the past and look to the future with 
confidence. We have not yet won, we are still running the race - but we 
know the prize that awaits us and live in joyful hope of gaining the prize to 
which God calls us upwards to receive in Christ Jesus. Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN     ELW 629 “Abide with Me” (stz. 1, 3, 5)
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide.

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.
When other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, oh, abide with me.

3 I need thy presence ev'ry passing hour;
what but thy grace can foil the tempter's pow'r?
Who like thyself my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, oh, abide with me.

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes,
shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies;
heav'n's morning breaks, 
and earth's vain shadows flee;
in life, in death, O Lord, abide with me.

Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 733910-A. 
Valid for 04/16/2021 - 04/15/2022 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 2953788 & 20576474 
for 02/28/2021-02/28/2022.
 
Behold the Shepherd - Sleeth copyright 1984 by Hinshaw Music Chapel Hill, NC

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling. Text: Will L. Thompson, 1847-1909 Public Domain.

Abide With Me Text: Henry F. Lyte, 1793-1847 Public Domain.

Portions of this bulletin reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All 
rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB158019.

http://seasons.com/


TLC ANNOUNCEMENTS - March 3, 2021
Traditional Worship Service: 8:30AM Drive-in Service, FB Live & Zoom
Contemporary Music Worship Service: 10:00 AM FB Live & Zoom, in person outside.

Lenten Worship Services each Wednesday night 7pm (Mar. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) on Zoom and 
Facebook Live. 

Forgiveness Group:  Here is the zoom information for the Forgiveness Group Wednesdays at 
7:30pm.

Forgiveness Class
If the hyperlink doesn’t work here is the Zoom information:

Meeting ID:  838 8882 3181
password:  forgive

Bible Study For I & 2 Peter.  We will meet on Tuesdays at 3:30pm or on Thursday at 10am on 
for Bible Study at TLC. In-person outside and online on Zoom.  Hope that you can join in.
Here is the Zoom information for Bible study:

Bible Study
If the hyperlink above doesn’t work here is the login info

meeting ID:  858 9929 9447
password:  bible study

Daylight Savings Time begins March 14th. Remember to set your clocks ahead one 
hour!

I have three DVD copies of "The Chosen", season 1, that I want to share with my TLC family.  
I found this 8 episode series to be perhaps the most faith building, uplifting series I have ever 
viewed.  If you are interested, please contact me and I’ll arrange to get you a copy for up to 2 
weeks to watch at home. Randy Frater, rfrater@san.rr.com  call or text 858 945 6789

Blood Drive - April 4th, Easter Sunday! We will be hosting the San Diego Blood Bank mobile 
for another blood drive! Look for signups soon. See Ian Brown if you are interested in helping. 

Food Drive - “Fill the Easter basket” food drive to support the Tierrasanta Food Pantry at High 
Point Church. Food donations will be requested throughout March and culminating with a 
delivery of the food gathered on Monday April 5th.  See Ian Brown with questions. 

Worship and Technology Wish List 
As we strive to make our worship services safe for all and provide the best sound for those 
online, we embrace these challenges. Technology plays an integral part of this. Below is part of 
the “wish list” that we need to better serve our members and friends. Please mark your check 
“music/tech wish list” and your donation will help fund where needed. (Items crossed out 
have already been paid for).

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83888823181?pwd=Sm1SWW1RSENSdFlyTGcxRG1CL2NIUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85899299447?pwd=c1ZxVktyQVA0Q3JOTW5YeHhLU29jQT09
mailto:rfrater@san.rr.com


 

 

TLC Staff 
Senior Pastor: Bohdan Vadis; Administrative Assistant: Elizabeth Duffield; GO Band: 
Tylor Green,  Coordinator of Children’s Ministries: Susan Moon; Little Gardener 
Coordinator: Cheryl Jackson; Bookkeeper: Joanie Wilkinson; Business Manager: 
Scott  Olson;  Director of Music: Betsy Frater;  Worship Projection Technician: 
Heather Staib-Jerzy; Sextons: Kurt Northfield, Kathy Northfield; TLC Pre-School 
Director: Mary Ann Michlanski; 

Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
858.560.8688  Email tlcsdca@sbcglobal.net

www.tierrasantalutheran.com
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