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Welcome to worship at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.  

The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites 
our undivided attention and devotion. Today, in the assembly, we are surrounded by 
“so great a cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in the holy communion we are invited 
yet again to look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.”

PIANO PRESERVICE  MUSIC  

PIANO PRELUDE  HYMN    

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR RICH AJER

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 

P:  Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own 

way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best 
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by 
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights 
in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN    ELW  813 “Faith of Our Fathers”
1 Faith of our fathers, living still

in spite of dungeon, fire, and sword.



Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
whene'er we hear that glorious word.
Faith of our fathers, holy faith,
we will be true to you till death.

2 Faith of our mothers, daring faith,
your work for Christ is love revealed,
spreading God's word from pole to pole,
making love known and freedom real.
Faith of our mothers, holy faith,
we will be true to you till death.

3 Faith of our sisters, brothers too,
who still must bear oppression's might,
raising on high, in prisons dark,
the cross of Christ still burning bright.
Faith for today, O living faith,
we will be true to you till death.

4 Faith born of God, oh, call us yet,
bind us with all who follow you,
sharing the struggle of your cross
until the world is made anew.
Faith born of God, O living faith,
we will be true to you till death.
Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, st. 1, alt.; Joseph R. Alfred, b. 1947, 
sts. 2- 4 Text sts. 2-4 © Joseph R. Alfred, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you!   
P: Let us pray together:

 C: O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and 
you call us to share your zeal for truth. Give us courage to make our 
stand with all victims of bloodshed and greed, and, following your 
servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter of our 
faith, your son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



FIRST READING Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s 
judgement, he suffers rejection. Today’s reading distinguishes between the 
true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false prophet 
who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like 
worthless straw. 

Jeremiah 23:23-29
Am I a God near by, says the Lord, and not a God far off? Who can hide in 
secret places so that I cannot see them? says the Lord. Do I not fill heaven 
and earth? says the Lord. I have heard what the prophets have said who 
prophesy lies in my name, saying, "I have dreamed, I have dreamed!" How 
long? Will the hearts of the prophets ever turn back—those who prophesy 
lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart? They plan to make my 
people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one another, just as 
their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. Let the prophet who has a dream 
tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 
What has straw in common with wheat? says the Lord. Is not my word like 
fire, says the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces?

SECOND READING  The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. 
In a long list of biblical heroes, we find examples of trust in God that 
enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud of 
witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance. 

Hebrews 11:29-12:2
By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. By faith the 
walls of Jericho fell after they had been encircled for seven days. By faith 
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. And what more should I say? 
For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David 
and Samuel and the prophets— who through faith conquered kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, quenched 
raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. Women received their 
dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in 
order to obtain a better resurrection. Others suffered mocking and flogging, 
and even chains and imprisonment. They were stoned to death, they were 
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of 
sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, tormented— of whom the world 
was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and 



holes in the ground. Yet all these, though they were commended for their 
faith, did not receive what was promised, since God had provided 
something better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run 
with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the 
pioneer and perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set 
before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his 
seat at the right hand of the throne of God.

GOSPEL Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive 
effects of obedience to God’s call. The way of the cross often leads 
followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those they love. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke,  the 12th chapter, beginning with 
the 49th verse.

C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 12:49-56
"I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! I 
have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until 
it is completed! Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! From now on five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against three; they will be divided: father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter 
against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 
against mother-in-law." He also said to the crowds, "When you see a cloud rising in 
the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain'; and so it happens. And when 
you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat'; and it 
happens. You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and 
sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?”

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   Gabby Sparks, soloist

MESSAGE BY PASTOR RICH AJER

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 511 “Thy Strong Word” (Stz. 1, 5, 6)
1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness;

at thy speaking it was done.



For created light we thank thee,
while thine ordered seasons run.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise to thee who light dost send!
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Alleluia without end!

5 Give us lips to sing thy glory,
tongues thy mercy to proclaim,
throats that shout the hope that fills us,
mouths to speak thy holy name.
Alleluia! Alleluia!
May the light which thou dost send
fill our songs with alleluias,
alleluias without end!

6 God the Father, light-creator,
to thee laud and honor be.
To thee, Light of Light begotten,
praise be sung eternally.
Holy Spirit, light-revealer,
glory, glory be to thee.
Mortals, angels, now and ever
praise the holy Trinity!
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976
Text © 1969 Concordia Publishing House

  

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
                       A brief silence.
P: Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to 

serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the 
globe, and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural 

disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new 
life and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.



P: Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in 
them a desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those 
who are vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful 
God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed 
by racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated 
against based on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all 
systems that degrade our fellow human beings. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating 

with those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep. We pray especially for: 
Jane VanBenthuysen, Fran White, Reid Bixler, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, 
Kathleen Bellavance, Gene Loucks, and Suzanne Till.  Lord, please guide and 
protect our military personnel serving in harm’s way. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have 

gone before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find 
our rest in you. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen. 

OFFERING HYMN ELW 689 “Praise and Thanksgiving” (Stz. 1, 3, 4)
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer

for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

3 Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.



Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.

 Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt.Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 
 
   

OFFERING PRAYER:
P: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on 

your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for 
the good of all, in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 144, spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.



COMMUNION MUSIC   
ELW 487 “What Feast of Love”

1 What feast of love is offered here,
what banquet come from heaven?
What food of everlasting life,
what gracious gift is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the bread come down from heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
How sweet the manna given!

2 What light of truth is offered here,
what covenant from heaven?
What hope of everlasting life,
what wondrous word is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sun come down from heaven.
Oh, see and hear and sing!
The Word of God is given!

3 What wine of love is offered here,
what crimson drink from heaven?
What stream of everlasting life,
what precious blood is given?
This, this is Christ the king,
the sweetest wine of heaven.
Oh, taste and see and sing!
The Son of God is given!
Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1993 Delores Dufner, OSB. Published by OCP Publications, 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland OR 97213.   

  

ELW 501 “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”
 Come with us, O blessed Jesus,

with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us 

with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that 
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 805 “Lead On, O King Eternal!”
1 Lead on, O King eternal!

The day of march has come;
henceforth in fields of conquest
your tents will be our home.
Through days of preparation
your grace has made us strong;
and now, O King eternal,
we lift our battle song.

2 Lead on, O King eternal,
till sin's fierce war shall cease,
and holiness shall whisper
the sweet amen of peace;
for not with swords loud clashing,
nor roll of stirring drums,
but deeds of love and mercy
the heav'nly kingdom comes.

3 Lead on, O King eternal:
we follow, not with fears,
for gladness breaks like morning
where'er your face appears.
Your cross is lifted o'er us;
we journey in its light;
the crown awaits the conquest;
lead on, O God of might!



THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in Peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

PIANO POSTLUDE  

Reader:    Nicki Biggs 
Ushers:      Duke Sobek
Communion:     Ian Brown
Coffee:       Derry & Ginny Pence
Altar:      Claudia Murphy
Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 733910-A. Valid for 
04/16/2022 - 04/15/2023 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 2953788 & 20576474 for 
02/28/2022-02/28/2023.
Portions of this bulletin reprinted from Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights 
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB158019.
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