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Welcome to worship at Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.  

Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is God’s 
promise from the beginning — to Abraham, to the early church, and to the “little flock” 
of which we are a part  today in assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal gift, trust the 
promises of God. Have no fear. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC So Young Green

PRELUDE  HYMN   ELW 824 “This Is My Father's World” (Stz. 1 & 2)

1 This is my Father's world,
and to my list'ning ears
all nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father's world;
I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.

2 This is my Father's world;
the birds their carols raise;
the morning light, the lily white,
declare their maker's praise.
This is my Father's world;
he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass;
he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR RICH AJER

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen.



P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 

P:  Most merciful God,
C: we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own 

way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best 
seats at the table. When met by those in need, we have too often passed by 
on the other side. Set us again on the path of life. Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

P: Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights 
in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 
forgiven. You are free to love as God loves.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN    ELW  654 “The Church's One Foundation” (Stz. 1, 2, 5)
1 The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation
by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her,
and for her life he died.

2 Elect from ev'ry nation,
yet one o'er all the earth,
her charter of salvation
one Lord, one faith, one birth:
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,
and to one hope she presses,
with ev'ry grace endued.

5 Yet she on earth has union
with God, the Three in One,
and mystic sweet communion
with those whose rest is won.
Oh, blessed heav'nly chorus!
Lord, save us by your grace,
that we, like saints before us,



may see you face to face.
  
APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all!

C: And also with you!   
P: Let us pray together:

 C: Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of your 
church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we may be 
ready to receive  you whenever you appear, through, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own 
will be his heir, and that his descendants will number as many as the stars. 
Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered 
righteous. 

Genesis 15:1-6
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, "Do not be 
afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." But Abram 
said, "O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the 
heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "You have given 
me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir." But the 
word of the Lord came to him, "This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir." He brought him outside and said, 
"Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them." 
Then he said to him, "So shall your descendants be." And he believed the 
Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.

SECOND READING  Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people 
of God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise allowed 
them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we 
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what 
is seen was made from things that are not visible.…By faith Abraham 
obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as 
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, 



living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. For he looked forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even 
though he was too old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. Therefore from one person, and 
this one as good as dead, descendants were born, "as many as the stars of 
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore." All of these 
died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they 
saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were strangers and 
foreigners on the earth, for people who speak in this way make it clear that 
they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they 
had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not 
ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.

GOSPEL  Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s 
reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know God’s generosity are 
always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter, beginning with the 
32nd verse.

C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 12:32-40
"Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father's good pleasure to give you 
the kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like 
those who are waiting for their master to return from the wedding banquet, 
so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. 
Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I 
tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will 
come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves. But know this: if the 
owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would 
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of 
Man is coming at an unexpected hour."

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken Praise to You, O Christ.



SPECIAL MUSIC   ELW 639 “When We Are Living” (Sung by JoAnn Saenz)
Text: st. 1, based on Romans 14:8; tr. Elise S. Eslinger, b. 1942 st. 2-3, Roberto Escamilla, b. 1931; tr. George 
Lockwood, b. 1946 Music: SOMOS DEL SEÑOR, Spanish traditional Spanish text, sts. 2-3 © 1983 Abingdon Press 
and tr. © 1989 The United Methodist Publishing House, admin. The Copyright Company

MESSAGE BY PASTOR RICH AJER

HYMN OF THE DAY    ELW 638 “Blessed Assurance”
1 Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood.

Refrain
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior, all the day long:
this is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long.

2 Perfect submission, perfect delight,
visions of rapture now burst on my sight;
angels descending bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.  Refrain

3 Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blest,
watching and waiting, looking above,
filled with his goodness, lost in his love.  Refrain

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
                       A brief silence.
P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with 

your Spirit. Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst 
of fear and uncertainty. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our 

earthly home. In places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, 
fashion us to be good stewards of your bounty. Merciful God,



C: receive our prayer.
P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your 

steadfast love. Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you. 
Help us to trust your promise and not be afraid. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.

P: Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in 
places torn by strife and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with 
compassion and justice. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for 

the way of peace. Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation and all 
who care for those in need. We pray especially for: Jane VanBenthuysen, Fran 
White, Reid Bixler, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, Kathleen Bellavance, Gene 
Loucks, and Suzanne Till.  Lord, please guide and protect our military personnel 
serving in harm’s way. Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As 

they placed their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. 
Merciful God,

C: receive our prayer.
P: Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
C: Amen. 

OFFERING HYMN ELW 188  “Create in Me a Clean Heart”
 Create in me a clean heart, O God,

and renew a right spirit within me.
Cast me not away from your presence,
and take not your Holy Spirit from me.
Restore unto me the joy of your salvation,
and uphold me with your free Spirit.

OFFERING PRAYER:
P: God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on 

your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for 
the good of all, in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen.  



THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 144, spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait with 
Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest.

COMMUNION MUSIC   ELW 765 “Lord of All Hopefulness”
1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy,

whose trust, ever child-like, no cares could destroy:
be there at our waking, and give us, we pray,
your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day.

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith,
whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe:
be there at our labors, and give us, we pray,
your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day.



3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace,
your hands swift to welcome, your arms to embrace:
be there at our homing, and give us, we pray,
your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day.

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm,
whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm:
be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray,
your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day.
Text: Jan Struther, 1901-1953 Text © Oxford University Press 1931

ELW 501 “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”
 Come with us, O blessed Jesus,

with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us 

with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that 
all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus.

C: Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,bless you, comfort you,

and show you the path of life this day and always.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 848 “Give to Our God Immortal Praise!”
1 Give to our God immortal praise!

Mercy and truth are all his ways.
Wonders of grace to God belong;
repeat his mercies in your song.

2 He sent his Son with pow'r to save
from guilt and darkness and the grave.



Wonders of grace to God belong;
repeat his mercies in your song.

3 Give to the Lord of lords renown;
the King of kings with glory crown.
His mercies ever shall endure
when lords and kings are known no more!

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in Peace. Love your neighbor.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE   By So Young Green

Assisting Minister/Reader: Carol Bruns    
Ushers:  Wayne & Sharon Duke    
Communion:    Carol Bruns 
Coffee:       Bart & Shari Lyon
Altar:    Sharon Duke  
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