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Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
We have “Busy Bags” for kids in the narthex, and children’s bulletins are available from 
an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally 
overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on 
guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have 
also been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the 
“things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the Lord’s supper and 
the encouragement of God’s word.

PRELUDE  (Piano, So Young Green)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  Most merciful God,
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 
of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  ELW 870 “We Praise You, O God”
1 We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator;

in grateful devotion our tribute we bring.



We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you;
we bless your holy name; glad praises we sing.

2 We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers;
through trial and tempest our guide you have been.
When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us,
and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win.

3 With voices united our praises we offer
and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise.
With you, Lord, beside us, 

       your strong arm will guide us.
To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise!

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:

 C: Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. 
Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, 
and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen.

FIRST READING The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working 
for mere accumulation of wealth turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of 
vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is good to find 
enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God.

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is vanity… I, the 
Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, applied my mind to seek and to 
search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy 
business that God has given to human beings to be busy with. I saw all the 
deeds that are done under the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after 
wind… I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I 
must leave it to those who come after me —and who knows whether they 
will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all for which I toiled and 



used my wisdom under the sun. This also is vanity. So I turned and gave my 
heart up to despair concerning all the toil of my labors under the sun, 
because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and 
skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also 
is vanity and a great evil. What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with 
which they toil under the sun? For all their days are full of pain, and their 
work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity.

SECOND READING Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. 
Just as the newly baptized shed their old clothes in order to put on new 
garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life 
shaped by God’s love in Christ. 

Colossians 3:1-11
So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory. Put to death, therefore, 
whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil desire, and 
greed (which is idolatry). On account of these the wrath of God is coming on 
those who are disobedient. These are the ways you also once followed, 
when you were living that life. But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your mouth. Do 
not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 
practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal 
there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, 
barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!

GOSPEL  In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to 
warn against identifying the worth of one’s life with the value of one’s 
possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 12th chapter, beginning with the 
13th verse.

C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 12:13-21
Someone in the crowd said to him, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
family inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a 



judge or arbitrator over you?" And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of possessions." Then he told them a parable: "The land of a 
rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I 
do, for I have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will 
pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 
up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you 
have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store up 
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   So Young Green 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 597 “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” (stz. 1, 2, 3)
1 My hope is built on nothing less

than Jesus' blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly lean on Jesus' name.

Refrain
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand.

2 When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
in ev'ry high and stormy gale
my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain

3 His oath, his covenant, his blood
sustain me in the raging flood;
when all supports are washed away,
he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.



I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world.       
A brief silence.

P: Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits. Build an 
enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life of the world, is 
revealed to everyone. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Revitalize and protect the treasures of wild places. Teach all people to value the 

earth, winds, waters, trees, and animals, the gifts that make life possible on this 
planet. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Speak wisdom to any in positions of power, that they cease practices of 

divisiveness, insult, and oppression. Clothe all people in your image, and 
establish equity and peace. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Reveal your loving presence in the lives of people suffering hunger and need, 

illness and grief, pain and fear, especially: Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, James 
Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Vicki Hansen, Donna Roberts, Audrey 
Russell, Brandi Vadis, Frank Fogg, Carol Bergdahl, and Christophe. Gather them 
to your constant, loving presence, that they may rest in the confidence of life with 
you. Lord, please guide and protect our military personnel serving in harm’s way.  
God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Store up in this congregation a full measure of gratitude and generosity. Guide the 

work of treasurers and all who attend to financial matters. Support those whose 



work in our community is difficult and demanding; make us mindful of the toil that 
goes unnoticed. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For what else do the people pray?  God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: Receive our thanks for the lives of your saints who now rest from their labors. 

Give us wisdom through their witness and encourage us in love as we continue 
our lives in the world. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Trusting in your loving kindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the 

name of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen. 

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 801 “Change My Heart, O God”
	 Change my heart, O God;

make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may I be like you.
You are the potter;
I am the clay.
Mold me and make me;
this is what I pray.

Change my heart, O God;
make it ever true.
Change my heart, O God;
may I be like you.
Text: Eddie Espinosa, b. 1953 Text © 1982 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing, admin. Music Services

CHILDREN’S OFFERING -  Lutheran World Relief School Kits. We are 
gathering supplies to make school kits to be assembled on the ELCA Day 
of Service in September.  In August we’re collecting: Crayons - the 
16 or 24 count boxes and also spiral notebooks - 70 page, wide or narrow rule. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.



C: Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 206 spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(ELW page 207 spoken)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the 
highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION MUSIC   ELW 515 “Break Now the Bread of Life”
1 Break now the bread of life,

dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page
I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you,



O living Word.

2 Bless your own word of truth,
dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,
all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace,
my All-in-All!

3 You are the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live
with you above;
teach me to love your truth,
for you are love.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.

Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 779 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (stz. 1, 3, 5)
1 Amazing grace! how sweet the sound

that saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
was blind, but now I see.

3 Through many dangers, toils, and snares
I have already come;
'tis grace has brought me safe thus far,
and grace will lead me home.



5 When we've been there ten thousand years,
bright shining as the sun,
we've no less days to sing God's praise
than when we'd first begun.

  
THE DISMISSAL

P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE    Piano
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