
Time after Pentecost 
In Person/Inside, Facebook Live, YouTube 

July 25, 2021, 8:30am 



Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of 
which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with 
five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it 
is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the 
power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the world 
God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

Masks are required while inside the church by all unvaccinated attendees.  
The social distancing section is the right hand section marked by the bows on the 
end of the pews. 

PRESERVICE MUSIC   “Praise and Thanksgiving” - arr. Wasson
 
PRELUDE HYMN       ELW 847 “Come, Let Us Join Our Cheerful Songs” (stz. 1, 4) 

1 Come, let us join our cheerful songs
with angels round the throne;
ten thousand thousand are their tongues,
but all their joys are one.

4 Let all creation join in one
to bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne,
and to adore the Lamb.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,

the God of mercy.
C: Amen.
P: Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.                    

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  God, our provider,
C: help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your 

ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn 
to our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at 
your teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we 



turn? Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 

P: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 
nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 
and loved into abundant life. 

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN     ELW  696 “Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult” (stz. 1, 2, 5)
1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult

of our life's wild, restless sea,
day by day his clear voice sounding,
saying, "Christian, follow me":

2 As of old Saint Andrew heard it
by the Galilean lake,
turned from home and toil and kindred,
leaving all for Jesus' sake.

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy,
Savior, may we hear your call,
give our hearts to your obedience,
serve and love you best of all.

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:
C: Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a 

longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may 
know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and share this bread with all 
the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes 
the miracles of Elisha, the successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a 
hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, 
who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.

2 Kings 4:42-44
A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] 
the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. 
Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.” But his servant said, “How 
can I set this before a hundred people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people 



and let them eat, for thus says the Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’ ” 
He set it before them, they ate, and had some left, according to the word of the 
Lord.

                                                                                                                          
SECOND READING We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which 

surpasses all human knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives 
are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of the 
Spirit.

Ephesians 3:14-21
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in 
heaven and on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his 
glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with 
power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 
as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the 
power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so 
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the power 
at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask 
or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, 
forever and ever. Amen.

GOSPEL   In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they 
reveal the true character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God 
and cannot be brought under human control.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John,  the 6th chapter, beginning with the 1st
verse.

C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

John 6:1-21
Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias. A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he 
was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his 
disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked 
up and saw a large crowd coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are 
we to buy bread for these people to eat?” He said this to test him, for he himself 
knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would 
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, “There is a boy here who has five 
barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” Jesus 



said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the 
place; so they sat down, about five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, 
and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated; 
so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his 
disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So 
they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by 
those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign 
that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come 
into the world.” When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him 
by force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. When 
evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, got into a boat, and started 
across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to 
them. The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing. When they 
had rowed about three or four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat, and they were terrified. But he said to them, “It is I; do not 
be afraid.” Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat 
reached the land toward which they were going.

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC  “Bread of Life from Heaven”
     (ELW 474- Sung by our TLC Choral Group) 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY        ELW  515  “Break Now the Bread of Life”
1 Break now the bread of life,

dear Lord, to me,
as once you broke the loaves beside the sea.
Beyond the sacred page
I seek you, Lord;
my spirit waits for you,
O living Word.

2 Bless your own word of truth,
dear Lord, to me,
as when you blessed the bread by Galilee.
Then shall all bondage cease,
all fetters fall;
and I shall find my peace,



my All-in-All!

3 You are the bread of life,
dear Lord, to me,
your holy word the truth that rescues me.
Give me to eat and live
with you above;
teach me to love your truth,
for you are love.

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the 
power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into 
hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 
seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, 

the world, and all of creation.                           
    A brief silence.

P: We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring congregations. 
Empower churches throughout the world and encourage missionaries who 
accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a spirit of collaboration, that all people 
may know your loving works. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come to the aid 
of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley crops grown for the 
nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic habitats and fish populations. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.



P: We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and corruption 
and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and humility. Inspire them 
with a vision of the common good and a commitment to ensure that all who 
hunger are fed. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are unemployed or 
underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing, and those without health 
insurance. Console those who grieve and hear the cries of those who call to you 
for healing especially: Jane VanBenthuysen, Eileen Widmann, Fran White, Reid 
Bixler, Don Drake, Jay Plummer, Audrey Brengle, Charles Taylor, Norma Taylor, 
Teresa Stowinsky, Daniel Eliseuson, Kathleen Bellavance, John Michel, Luis 
Mañeru, William Alicea,  Gene Loucks, Gayle Ramsey, Tom Reiter, Larissa 
Thunder, Steve Koci and Vicki Hansen and family at the death of her sister Teresa 
Erickson and the Stewart family at the death of Kathy and Bob’s daughter-in-law 
Julie Stewart. We also pray, Lord, that you will guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way. Help us love one another in truth and action. 
Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to serve 
those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough resources for ministry, 
assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through all their 
days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to comprehend, with 
all the saints, the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.

P: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your 
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C: Amen.

DEDICATION OF THE PRAYER QUILT:
Beverly Woo; sponsors: the Streightiff family

There is an offering basket on the table as you come forward to receive 
communion.



OFFERING PRAYER:
P: Jesus, Bread of life,
C: you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 

plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this 
meal. Make us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the 
world. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

COMMUNION MUSIC     ELW 689 “Praise and Thanksgiving” (stz. 1 & 2) 
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer

for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2 God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever 

ask. As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world 
with your own life. In your name we pray.

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN    ELW 547 “Sent Forth by God's Blessing”
1 Sent forth by God's blessing,

our true faith confessing,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave.
The supper is ended.
Oh, now be extended
the fruits of this service in all who believe.



The seed of Christ's teaching,
receptive souls reaching,
shall blossom in action for God and for all.
Your grace shall incite us,
your love shall unite us
to work for your kingdom and answer your call.

2 With praise and thanksgiving
to God ever-living,
the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
our faith ever sharing,
in love ever caring,
embracing God's children, the whole human race.
With your feast you feed us,
with your light now lead us;
unite us as one in this life that we share.
Then may all the living
with praise and thanksgiving
give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

THE BENEDICTION
P: The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us ☩ be 

upon you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE   “All Creatures of our God and King” - arr. Callahan



Reader:  Pete Hovde
Usher:  Duke Sobek
Coffee:  Jo & Rick Vroman

Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 
733910-A. Valid for 04/16/2021 - 04/15/2022 and Christian Copyright Licensing, LLC. License 
2953788 & 20576474 for 02/28/2021-02/28/2022.
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VBS Family BBQ!
 

We will be welcoming our VBS families on Sunday, 
August 1st after the 10am service for a socially 

distanced BBQ with hotdogs, chips, below and cookies!

We need volunteers on Saturday to prepare and 
Sunday to help service.

Gloves and masks are required and will be provided for 
those helping to prep.

Please contact Susan Moon if you are available to help.

Thank you.
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