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Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
We have “Busy Bags” for kids in the narthex, and children’s bulletins are available from 
an usher. A Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

Perhaps the church, at its best, is “all ears.” Almighty God urges the faithful, again and 
again, to “listen up!” — to heed the word from above. So it was with Abraham and 
Sarah, with Mary and Martha, and the early church at Colossae. So it is today as we 
join the assembly to hear the word of God, the words of life.

PRESERVICE  (Piano)

PRELUDE 
“Ev’ry Time I Feel The Spirit”- spiritual arr. Carteri (Cassandra Brown, Clarinet)
Copyright 2007 HopePublishing Carol Stream, IL  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

(a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  Most merciful God,
C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own 

way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the 
abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and 
generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive 
us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us the path of 
life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross 
of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  ELW 519 “Open Your Ears, O Faithful People”
1 Open your ears, O faithful people,

open your ears and hear God's word.
Open your hearts, O royal priesthood,
God has come to you.

Refrain
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!
God has spoken to the people, hallelujah!
God has spoken words of wisdom, hallelujah!

2 They who have ears to hear the message,
they who have ears, now let them hear;
they who would learn the way of wisdom,
let them hear God's word.  Refrain
Text: Hasidic traditional; Willard F. Jabusch, b. 1930, English version Text © 1966, 1982 Willard F. 
Jabusch, admin. OCP Publications. 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved.   

 

APOSTOLIC GREETING   

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE   “Come, Let Us Join” (ELW page 204, sung) 
Come, let us join our cheerful songs with angels round the throne;
ten thousand thousand are their tongues, but all their joys are one.
“Worthy the Lamb that died,” they cry, “to be exalted thus!”
“Worthy the Lamb,” our lips reply, “for he was slain for us!”
Jesus is worthy to receive honor and pow’r divine;
and blessings, more than we can give, be, Lord, forever thine.
Let all creation join in one to bless the sacred name
of God who sits upon the throne, and to adore the Lamb.

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:

 C: Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our 
guest. Amid the cares of our lives, make us attentive to your presence, 



that we may treasure your word above all else, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING The Lord visits Abraham and Sarah to tell them that the long-
awaited promise of the birth of a child will be fulfilled for them in their old age.

Genesis 18:1-10  
The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 
sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham looked up 
and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the 
entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. He said, “If I 
have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant by. Let a little 
water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest under this 
tree. Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go 
on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they 
answered, “do as you say.” So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” 
he said, “get three seahs of the finest flour and knead it and bake some 
bread.” Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it 
to a servant, who hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk 
and the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they 
ate, he stood near them under a tree. “Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked 
him. “There, in the tent,” he said. Then one of them said, “I will surely return to 
you about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now 
Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him.

SECOND READING  This letter offers a mystical teaching, that the great mystery of 
God is “Christ in you.” Because Christ is present in the church, Christians 
share in his life, suffering, and glory.

Colossians 1:15-28
He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been 
created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first 
place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. And 
you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, he has 
now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you holy 



and blameless and irreproachable before him— provided that you continue 
securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from the hope 
promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed to every 
creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. I am now 
rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am completing what 
is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake of his body, that is, the church. I 
became its servant according to God's commission that was given to me for 
you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that has been hidden 
throughout the ages and generations but has now been revealed to his 
saints. To them God chose to make known how great among the Gentiles are 
the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 
It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all 
wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    “Alleluia Lord And Savior!”    ((Page 205, sung)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL  During his visit to the home of Mary and Martha, Jesus reminds Martha 
that her concern for her many tasks distracts from the one thing that 
precedes all else: abiding in the presence of God.

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 10th chapter, beginning with the 
38th verse.

C: (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Luke 10:38-42
Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 
woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister 
named Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet and listened to what he was saying. 
But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and 
asked, "Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work 
by myself? Tell her then to help me." But the Lord answered her, "Martha, 
Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of 
only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken 
away from her."

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.



SPECIAL MUSIC “Simple Gifts”- Shaker Hymn arr. Purifoy (Clarinet and Piano)
Copyright 1998 Lorenz publishing Co 

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 419 “For All the Faithful Women” (stz. 1, 7, 2)  
(Tune - The Church’s One Foundation)

1 For all the faithful women
who served in days of old,
to you shall thanks be given;
to all, their story told.
They served with strength and gladness
in tasks your wisdom gave.
To you their lives bore witness,
proclaimed your pow'r to save.

7 We sing of busy Martha,
who toiled with pot and pan
while Mary sat in silence
to hear the word again.
Christ, keep our hearts attentive
to truth that you declare,
and strengthen us for service
when work becomes our prayer.

2 O God, for saints and servants,
those named and those unknown,
in whom through all the ages 
your light of glory shone,
we offer glad thanksgiving
and fervent prayer we raise
that, faithful in your service,
our lives may sing your praise.
Text: Herman G. Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923–2007 Text © 1993 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason 
Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved.  

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 



into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the whole church 

and pray for the needs of the world.

         A brief silence.
P: Inspire your church, like Sarah and Mary, to listen with eager longing for your 

words of life. Equip biblical interpreters and teachers with faithful discernment, 
that your word may be more fully known. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Every creature under heaven has been promised the hope of the gospel. From 

that promise, generate in humankind an eagerness to protect and care for 
creation. Bring healing to the earth with your words of life. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Peel away the distractions, worries, and fears of all who govern the nations of the 

world. May your word of love and life dispel all other voices. Provide gracious 
hospitality in places where hostile forces hold sway. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Enliven and uphold all siblings in Christ who strive to provide hospitality and safe 

spaces where everyone, without exception, can receive and be transformed by 
your word of life. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Speak your word of comfort to any who suffer pain, illness, grief, depression, or 

despair, especially: Reid Bixler, Barbara Berg, James Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, 
Ellen Mize, Vicki Hansen, Bonnie Brown, Donna Roberts, Audrey Russell, Bob 
Stewart, Brandi Vadis, Frank Fogg and Christophe.  Lord, please guide and 
protect our military personnel serving in harm’s way. Bring honor to any who 
experience slander and evil intent or are discredited by others. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For what else do the people pray?  God of grace,



C: hear our prayer.
P: For Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, Mary, Martha, and all the saints who attended to your 

word, we give thanks. Open our ears to your voice until that day when we realize 
the promise of the gospel with all creation. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in you, in the name 

of Jesus Christ.
C: Amen. 

OFFERING HYMN   ELW 744 “Lord, Be Glorified” (stz. 1, 2, 3)
1 In my life, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;

in my life, Lord, be glorified today.

2 In our song, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in our song, Lord, be glorified today.

3 In your church, Lord, be glorified, be glorified;
in your church, Lord, be glorified today
Text: Bob Kilpatrick, b. 1952 Text © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz 
Corporation. All rights reserved. 

CHILDREN’S OFFERING -  Lutheran World Relief School Kits. We are gathering 
supplies to make school kits to be assembled on the ELCA Day of Service on 
September 7th.  We’re collecting: Crayons - the 16 or 24 count boxes and also 
spiral notebooks - 70 page, wide or narrow ruled. 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Creator God, in your wisdom you bring forth all that is good and the harvest is 

plentiful. Strengthen us at your table with these gifts of the earth and our labor,
that we may work for the good of all; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 206 spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(ELW page 207, sung)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heav’n and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the 
highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION MUSIC   ELW 793 “Be Thou My Vision”
1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;

naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
thou my best thought both by day and by night,
waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord.
Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r,
raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r.

3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise,
thou mine inheritance, now and always:
thou and thou only, the first in my heart,
great God of heaven, my treasure thou art.



4 Light of my soul, after victory won,
may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be my vision, O Ruler of all.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your grace.

Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit ☩ bless you and give you peace.
C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN   ELW 820 “O Savior, Precious Savior” (stz. 1, 3, 4)
1 O Savior, precious Savior,

whom yet unseen we love;
O name of might and favor,
all other names above:
we worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our holy Lord and King.

3 In thee all fullness dwelleth,
all grace and pow'r divine;
the glory that excelleth,
O Son of God, is thine.
We worship thee; we bless thee;
to thee alone we sing;
we praise thee and confess thee,
our glorious Lord and King.

4 Oh, grant the consummation
of this our song above,
in endless adoration
and everlasting love;
then shall we praise and bless thee
where perfect praises ring,



and evermore confess thee,
our Savior and our King!

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE   “Come Thou Fount of Ev’ry Blessing” - arr. Carter (Clarinet & Piano)
Copyright 2007 Hope Publishing Carol Stream IL

Assisting: Howard Gray
Reader: Nancy Gray
Ushers:  Jim Tomsovic, Richard VanderSchaaf
Communion:   Bernie Tomsovic
Altar:  Audrey Russell
 
Coffee:  Howard and Nancy Gray
Nursery:  Isabelle Villa, Aiden Sparks

Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with license # 733910-A. Valid for 
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02/28/2025-02/28/2026.
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