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Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and 
the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long 
for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both 
weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from 
the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

PRELUDE   “Blest Be The Tie” - arr. Nageli    (Bill Dudley, Violin)

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR JAMES JERPSETH

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
C: Amen. 
P: Let us bring every burden to God.
                               (a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  Compassionate God,
C: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free 

ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 
burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray,
Amen.

P: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens,
and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

C: Amen.

GATHERING HYMN  ELW  689 “Praise and Thanksgiving” (stz. 1, 3, 4)
1 Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer

for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.



3 Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

4 Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.
Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984, alt. Text © Oxford University Press. All rights reserved. 

APOSTOLIC GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you! 
P: Let us pray together:
C: Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with 

firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your 
kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING  There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does 
not fail to come to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—
are redeemed.

Isaiah 44:6-8
Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: I 
am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. Who is like me? Let 
them proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has 
announced from of old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. Do 
not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my 
witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one.  

SECOND READING  For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality 
of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity 
with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation 
from bondage to death and decay.

Romans 8:12-25
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 



you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, "Abba! 
Father!" it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 
God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I consider that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about 
to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing 
of the children of God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will 
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be 
set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the 
children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of 
our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 
who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for 
it with patience.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (ELW Page 205, Spoken) “Alleluia, Lord”
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. 
God’s judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the 
end of human history.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter, beginning with the 
24th verse.

C:  (Spoken) Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
He put before them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, 
an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So 
when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. And 
the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 
good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?' He 
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.' The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want 
us to go and gather them?' But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you 



would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them grow together until 
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.' …”Then 
he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, 
saying, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field." He answered, "The 
one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the 
good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 
one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the 
age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up 
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, 
and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and 
they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Spoken) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC “Deep River” - Arr. Hayes (Bill Dudley, Violin)
Copyright MCMXCVIII  Alfred Publishing

MESSAGE BY PASTOR JAMES JERPSETH

HYMN OF THE DAY  ELW 693 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
1 Come, ye thankful people, come;

raise the song of harvest home.
All be safely gathered in
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come,
raise the song of harvest home.

2 All the world is God's own field,
fruit unto his praise to yield;
wheat and tares together sown,
unto joy or sorrow grown.
First the blade, and then the ear,
then the full corn shall appear.
Lord of harvest, grant that we
wholesome grain and pure may be.



3 For the Lord our God shall come
and shall take his harvest home;
from his field shall in that day
all offenses purge away;
give his angels charge at last
in the fire the tares to cast,
but the fruitful ears to store
in his garner evermore.

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come
to thy final harvest home.
Gather then thy people in,
free from sorrow, free from sin,
there, forever purified,
in thy garner to abide.
Come, with all thine angels, come,
raise the glorious harvest home!

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation.
                    A brief silence.
P: God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds among the 

wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us, and where we get lost 
among the complexities of life, guide us. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.



P: God our creator, sustain creation in places not easily seen; the depths of oceans, 
microscopic plants and animals, galaxies beyond our own. May we share earth’s 
dedication to hope for what we do not yet see. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our soil, we yearn to live on your lands and waters with justice and in 

righteousness. Renew the hearts of all in authority, that our leaders guide wisely 
toward the flourishing of all. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our rock, be a source of constancy for those whose lives have been uprooted 

by war, eviction, global climate change, unemployment, harassment, false witness 
to their character, or illness or injury. We pray especially for Reid Bixler, Barbara 
Berg, James Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Mike George, 
Anastasia Balmaceda, Helmut Moeller, Diane Raines, Mary Peters, Marge 
Foelber and prayers of thanksgiving for Brian and Michelle Lewis on the birth of 
their twins Margeaux and Miles Lewis.  Lord, please guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way, especially Matt Reese. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our teacher, guide and provide for all summer camp staff and campers, 

daycare professionals, librarians, summer school educators and coaches, 
teachers preparing for the coming academic year, and youth becoming first-time 
babysitters. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For what else do we pray?  God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.
P: God our hope, the message of your salvation is planted among us in all times and 

places. We give you thanks for the witness of all the saints who shine like the sun 
in your presence. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen. 

MISSION MOMENT ON FELLOWSHIP EVENT - Alyona Colson

OFFERTORY HYMN   ELW 184 “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”
	 Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing.
Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 



that we may be fed with the bread of life.
Gather the hopes and dreams of all;
unite them with the prayers we offer.
Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

CHILDREN’S OFFERING - LWR Disaster Relief Middle East Crisis: Lutheran Disaster 
Response is working with our companions on the ground throughout the Middle 
East, to provide critical assistance for those affected by the conflict, including 
emergency food and water, shelter and essential supplies, trauma-informed care 
and long-term recovery efforts.

OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in 

you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance.
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and 
forever.

C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 144, spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(Spoken)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 



against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 465 “As the Grains of Wheat”
Refrain

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill
were gathered into one to become our bread; 
so may all your people from all the ends of earth 
be gathered into one in you.

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst,
may we share the presence of your love.  Refrain 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come
when all creation shares this feast with you.  Refrain 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950 Text © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., 
Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com.  

ELW 501 “Come with Us, O Blessed Jesus”
Come with us, O blessed Jesus,
with us evermore to be.
And, in leaving now thine altar,
let us nevermore leave thee!
Let thy bright celestial chorus
never cease the heav'nly strain;
but in us, thy loving children,
come with peace, good will to reign.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with 

the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal,



may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name 
of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 679 “For the Fruit of All Creation”
1 For the fruit of all creation,

thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.

2 In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3 For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 
60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



THE DISMISSAL
P: Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE    “Joshua Fit The Battle of Jericho” - arr. Hayes (Violin & Piano)
Copyright MCMXCVII Alfred Publishing 
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