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Welcome to worship at tierrasantalutheranchurch  
We’re excited that you have chosen to worship with us. We encourage you to fill out 
the green visitor sheet located in the pew pocket and place it in the offering basket.
Take-Home Busy Bags for kids and children’s bulletins are available from an usher. A 
Nursery for children 3 and under is at the west end of the hallway.

The mystery of God’s ways is sometimes hidden from the wise and intelligent. Jesus 
associates with those often excluded from the religious community. Like Paul, we 
struggle with our own selfish desires and seek God’s mercy and forgiveness. We gather 
to be refreshed by Christ’s invitation: “Come to me, all you that are weary.” Gathered 
around word, water, and meal, we find rest for our souls.

PRESERVICE   (Piano)
 
PRELUDE   “I Vow to Thee My Country” Holst/ Krug  (Handbells)

Copyright 2011 Beckenhorst 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

THE BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, source of hope in every nation,

rest for the weary, glory and peace to the ends of the earth.
C: Amen. 
P: Let us bring every burden to God.
                              (a moment of silence for self-examination) 
P:  God of all mercy,
C: we have sinned against you, our neighbors, and your creation. Within 

ourselves and our communities, our desire to do what is good is at war with 
the evil that dwells in us. We lament the evil that holds us captive. We 
repent of the evil we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Rescue us, 
forgive us, and restore us for lives of compassion and courage through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

P: All-merciful, Almighty God forgive you all your sins through the grace of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, and by the Spirit’s power strengthen you in doing what is good.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN  ELW 890 “Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory” (stz. 1 & 3) 
1 Mine eyes have seen the glory of the coming of the Lord;

he is trampling out the vintage where the grapes of wrath are stored;
he has loosed the fateful lightning of his terrible swift sword:
his truth is marching on.

Refrain
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
Glory, glory! Hallelujah!
His truth is marching on.

3 In the beauty of the lilies Christ was born across the sea,
with a glory in his bosom that transfigures you and me.
As he died to make men holy, let us live to make men free,
while God is marching on.  Refrain

APOSTOLIC GREETING  
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 

the Holy Spirit be with you all!
C: And also with you! 

HYMN OF PRAISE  “Glory be to God in Heaven” (ELW Page 204, Sung)
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth:
we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above;
on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand.
Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all:
Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright.
For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray together:



C: You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have made us for 
yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we 
may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING  The coming messianic king will inaugurate an era of disarmament 
and prosperity. Because of God’s covenant with Israel, the people are 
designated as “prisoners of hope.”

Zechariah 9:9-12
Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your 
king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a 
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and he 
shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and 
from the river to the ends of the earth. As for you also, because of the blood of 
my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 
Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore 
to you double. 

SECOND READING  Life captive to sin is a catch-22 existence in which we know 
good but do not do it and do things we know to be wrong. Through Jesus 
Christ, God has set us free from such a futile existence.

 Romans 7:15-25a
I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the 
very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But 
in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. For I know that 
nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I 
cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells 
within me. So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies 
close at hand. For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my 
members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the 
law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue 
me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
So then, with my mind I am a slave to the law of God, but with my flesh I am a 
slave to the law of sin. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   “Alleluia, Lord” (ELW Page 205, Sung)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.



Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL Jesus chides people who find fault with both his ministry and that of John 
the Baptist. He thanks God that wisdom and intelligence are not needed to 
receive what God has to offer.

P:  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 11th chapter, beginning with the 
16th verse.

C:  (Sung) Glory to You, O Lord.

Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
"But to what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 'We played the flute for you, and you 
did not dance; we wailed, and you did not mourn.' For John came neither eating 
nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon'; the Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, 'Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners!' Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds…”  At that time Jesus said, 
"I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, 
Father, for such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me 
by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows 
the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.  
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light.”

P: Here ends the Reading of the Gospel.
C: (Sung) Praise to You, O Christ.

SPECIAL MUSIC   “America the Beautiful”- Ward/ Ness Beck 
Copyright 1991 Beckenhorst 

 (Congregation joins on verse 3)

“O Beautiful for patriot dream 
That sees beyond the Years
Thine alabaster cities gleam
Undimmed by human tears 

America! America!
God Shed His Grace on Thee 



And Crown Thy Good with Brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea!”

MESSAGE BY PASTOR BOHDAN VADIS

HYMN OF THE DAY  777 “Come to Me, All Pilgrims Thirsty” (stz. 1, 2, 4, 6)
1 "Come to me, all pilgrims thirsty;

drink the water I will give.
If you knew what gift I offer,
you would come to me and live."

Refrain
Jesus, ever flowing fountain,
give us water from your well.
In the gracious gift you offer
there is joy no tongue can tell.

2 "Come to me, all trav'lers weary;
come that I may give you rest.
Drink the cup of life I offer;
at this table be my guest."  Refrain

4 "Come to me, repentant sinners;
leave behind your guilt and shame.
Come and know divine compassion,
turn to me, I call your name."  Refrain

6 "Come to me, abandoned, orphaned;
lonely ways no longer roam.
Come and take the gift I offer,
let me make in you my home."  Refrain

Text: Delores Dufner, OSB, b. 1939
Text © 1992, 1996 Sisters of St. Benedict, 104 Chapel Lane, St. Joseph, MN 56374

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended 
into hell. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and 



is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL  
P: Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for the church, 

the world, and all of creation.
 A brief silence.

P: God our unity, your church flourishes in different languages, cultures, and 
movements. Grant us wisdom to discern when our yokes are too heavy, that we 
may live and serve in the freedom of your rest. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our life-giver, we grieve the pains placed upon our common home through 

war and neglect. What you have lovingly crafted, guide us to lovingly tend. God of 
grace, 

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our freedom, you are no tyrant but bring peace. As this nation marks its 

Declaration of Independence, teach us our part in announcing peace for future 
generations. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our comfort, liberate all in our community who are captive to fear, who have 

become isolated or ill, or who are in any need , especially Reid Bixler, Barbara 
Berg, James Vadis, Marianne d’Arnaud, Ellen Mize, Frank Fogg, Mike George, 
Anastasia Balmaceda, Helmut Moeller, Richard VanderSchaaf, Nikki Biggs, 
Marge Foelber, and Mary Peters. Lord, please guide and protect our military 
personnel serving in harm’s way, especially Matt Reese and Jake Hovde. Bless 
caregivers as they show God’s hospitality through their generous service. God of 
grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: God our guide, we do not always have the strength to do the good we wish to do. 

Free us from the cycles of violence that bind us, that all know your liberation. God 
of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: For what else do we pray?  God of grace,
C: hear our prayer.



P: God our home, you model freedom through the love shared across communities 
of trust and goodwill. As we remember those now gone to eternal rest, we thank 
you for the gifts of life together. God of grace,

C: hear our prayer.
P: Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness, we cast all our 

cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ Jesus.
C: Amen. 

APPRECIATION TO THOSE RETIRING FROM THE COUNCIL:  
Director of Social Ministry: Rhea Fogg
Director of Facilities: Ed Holler

INSTALLATION OF NEWLY-ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS:  
President: Linda Moeller (2nd term)
Treasurer: Mike George (2nd term)
Director of Fellowship: Alyona Colson
Director of Facilities: Wayne Duke
Director of Social Ministry: Barbara Ochenduszko

MISSION MOMENT ON LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF KITS - Ginny Pence

OFFERTORY HYMN  ELW 608 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” (stz. 1)
1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling,

calling for you and for me.
See, on the portals he's waiting and watching,
watching for you and for me.

Refrain
"Come home, (Come home,)
come home! (come home!)
You who are weary, come home."
Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,
calling, "O sinner, come home!"

CHILDREN’S OFFERING - LWR Disaster Relief Middle East Crisis: Lutheran Disaster 
Response is working with our companions on the ground throughout the Middle 
East, to provide critical assistance for those affected by the conflict, including 
emergency food and water, shelter and essential supplies, trauma-informed care 
and long-term recovery efforts.



OFFERING PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, for waves of grain and harvesters, fruitful vines and 

winepresses, for our labor and our rest, for the gifts of your hand in this land.
Transform us and what we offer into the banquet of your compassion,
serving your love without limits through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C: Amen. 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING             (ELW page 144, spoken)
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise ... we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

(Spoken)
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is 
he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
All Christians are invited by our Lord to receive His Body and Blood in the 
Eucharist. Children who have not yet received First Communion instructions 
are invited to come forward to receive a blessing, but are requested to wait 
with Communing until they have been properly instructed. If you would like to 
receive a blessing, please cross your arms across your chest. Wine is in the 
gold chalice and grape juice is in the pottery chalice.  

COMMUNION HYMN  ELW  697 “Just a Closer Walk with Thee”
Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,



grant it, Jesus, is my plea;
daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.

1 I am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;
I'll be satisfied as long
as I walk, let me walk close to thee.  Refrain

2 Through this world of toil and snares,
if I falter, Lord, who cares?
Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.  Refrain

3 When my feeble life is o'er,
time for me will be no more;
guide me gently, safely o'er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.  Refrain

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: We thank you, God of heaven and earth, that you fill our deepest need

with the very gift of Jesus Christ, broken and poured out for us. Pour us out into a 
broken world. Channel our common life toward the common good, following the 
way our Savior leads us now and forever.

C:  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION
P: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩  give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

SENDING HYMN  ELW 891 “God Bless Our Native Land”
1 God bless our native land;

firm may it ever stand
through storm and night.
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
do thou our country save
by thy great might.



2 So shall our prayers arise
to God above the skies,
on whom we wait.
Thou who art ever nigh,
guarding with watchful eye,
to thee aloud we cry:
God save the state!

THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Seek liberty and justice for all!
C: Thanks be to God.  

POSTLUDE  

Reader: Carol Bruns
Ushers: Wayne & Sharon Duke
Communion:  Ian Brown
Altar: Sharon Duke
Coffee: Bart & Shari Lyon
Nursery: Iris Villa, Zach Sparks

 
Permission to podcast/stream music from this service obtained from One License with 
license # 733910-A. Valid for 04/16/2026 - 04/15/2027 and Christian Copyright Licensing, 
LLC. License 2953788 & 20576474 for 02/28/2026-02/28/2027
 



TLC STAFF
Senior Pastor: Bohdan Vadis; Administrative Assistant: Elizabeth Duffield; 
Bookkeeper: Sandy Robinson; Coordinators of Children’s Ministries: Claire 
Johnson; Director of Music: Betsy Frater; Worship Projection Technician: Amy 
Hall; Sextons: Aaron Russell; TLC Pre School Director: Melissa Vargas.

Tierrasanta Lutheran Church
858.560.8688  Email info@tierrasantalutheran.org 
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